Ground Zero By Tony Bernardo
No police agency in the nation tracks violent offenders with Firearm
Prohibition Orders registered against them.
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“The RCMP Canadian Firearms Program does not collect information on guns used in or related to
crime.”i If the government doesn’t know how many guns are used to commit crimes or where they
came from, how can the government possibly legislate responsibly and effectively? It can’t.
So instead the Liberal government choose to legislate by public opinion polls using sound-bites that
resonate with downtown Toronto voters.
“We will end the proliferation of military-style assault rifles in Canada. These weapons were designed
to kill people — they have no place in our communities.”ii Nobody, including Minister Blair, can tell us
what a “military-style assault rifle” is but they insist, as Justice Potter Stewart did in 1964 when
referring to pornography, I can’t define it but I know it when I see it.iii
Minister Blair’s premise is simple. Certain firearms are so powerful they possess the ability to
transform ordinary law-abiding people into mentally-unhinged killers, just by their mere presence.
It’s a common fallacy among those who are unable to distinguish human intent from inanimate
objects. The reality is quite different, of course.
The Ruger Mini-14 did not cause Gamil Gharbi to go on his murderous rampage in 1989. That
nightmare was caused by his upbringing under his wife-beating father, his own character flaws and
his mental health issues.
Insisting the gun he used is responsible for his heinous crimes is utter nonsense. It removes all
responsibility and culpability from the murderer and places it squarely on a piece of metal.
Imagine we said the snowplow Richard Kachkar stole caused him to run over and kill Toronto Police
Sgt. Ryan Russell on January 12, 2011. You would probably laugh out loud, and rightly so.
You would call our thinking deranged, yet it is precisely this type of tail wagging the dog logic that
drives the Canadian “gun control” debate.
Winnipeg Police Service Constable Rob Carver nailed it when he said the following.
“When we seize handguns, the handguns are almost always 100% in the possession of people who
have no legal right to possess them. They’re almost always stolen or illegally obtained. I simply

don’t see, as a 27-year veteran, how adding another layer of law will make any difference anywhere
in this country.
“There are handguns all over. They’re all illegal and they’re in the hands of criminals. And the
people that legitimately own them, their [guns are] in safes and being taken to gun clubs. The two
sections don’t intersect.
“I guess it might make some people feel good, but it won’t change the threat level one iota.”
We wish Minister Blair would pay attention to the long list of police associations, police chiefs and
front-line police officers who echo Constable Carver’s knowledge and experience.Justin Trudeau
promised all legislative decisions would be made using evidence-based policy.
So long-time firearm researcher Dennis Young filed a series of Access to Information Requests to find
out what facts the government would use as the bedrock of their so-called evidence-based policy.
Unfortunately for Dennis (and 2,183,827 RCMP-vetted federally-licenced gun owners) the RCMP
knows precious little on a wide array of subjects you would expect a national police force to be wellinformed.
Here’s what the RCMP does not know:
(1) the numbers and types of guns used in crime;
(2) where the crime guns came from;
(3) the number of persons charged with providing the crime guns to persons charged with the
crime;
(4) the number of crime guns that were registered and unregistered;
(5) the number of licensed gun owners that were charged with the crime committed with the crime
gun or for providing the crime gun to the perpetrator;
(6) the number of licensed gun owners that were charged with ‘careless storage’ of their firearm
after having their firearm stolen from them; and
(7) the number of crime guns that were located and identified using the Canadian Firearms
Information System (CFIS).
How is it possible that the RCMP can’t answer any of these questions?
Instead, our community now faces the confiscation of property the Canadian Firearm Program readily
admits is acceptable for us to own. “All applicants are screened to ensure that there are no reasons
why, in the interest of public safety, they should not possess a firearm.”iv
If, in the opinion of RCMP investigators in the Canadian Firearms Program, there are no reasons why
an individual should not possess a firearm, the make and model of firearms they choose to own are
irrelevant.
Either the individual is safe to possess firearms or they are not. Full stop. There is no checkbox for
“maybe.” If there is any doubt, the licence application is denied. It cannot be any more black and
white than this.
Minister Blair insists he the utmost respect for licenced gun owners. His actions prove otherwise.

The poster-gun for the Liberal government’s hatred is the Armalite AR-15, a 5-shot semi-automatic
target shooting rifle. It’s black. It looks mean. And it’s been used in a single crime in the entirety of
Canadian history – where mafia goons stole the rifle and then shot up a diner in a botched “hit” that
left one woman crippled for life.
Canada’s firearm licencing system is probably the strictest in the world. It takes, on average, over six
months to obtain a Possession and Acquisition Licence (PAL) before you can legally purchase a
firearm in Canada. Despite this reality, most Canadians think you can just walk into any gun store,
buy a handgun or AR-15 and walk out the door with it. Not even close.
“It’s important to make sure the laws we bring forward are effective in every place in keeping
communities safe,” said Blair.v On this point we are in total agreement.
It’s important… no, it’s critical we ensure the laws of our nation are effective at keeping our
communities safe. This is why we need more and better border enforcement so we can stop all those
guns from being smuggled across the border.
This is why we need to start tracking those individuals who, by their own actions, have proven they
are too dangerous to be trusted with firearms. According to the 2018 Commissioner of Firearms
Report, on December 31, 2018, there were 459,538 individuals prohibited from possessing firearms. vi
The thought that should terrify every Canadian citizen is this. No police agency in the nation tracks
violent offenders with Firearm Prohibition Orders registered against them.
I’ll say it again.
No police agency in the nation tracks violent offenders with Firearm Prohibition
Orders registered against them.
In November and December 2019 we discovered, by searching news reports, 80 of those individuals
re-offended and were arrested in illegal possession of guns, in violation of their pre-existing firearm
prohibition orders. How many more are violating those orders every day, but don’t get caught?
If the government is truly serious about stopping criminals who use guns to commit crimes, tracking
everyone with a Firearms Prohibition Order against them is a great place to start.
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