Airdrie, Alberta
August 24, 2019

MY FILE: ONT-012

Ezna Ragone, Coordinator
Freedom of Information and Protection of Privacy Services
200 First Avenue West
North Bay, ON
P1B 4B9
Dear Ezna Ragone:
Re: FOIP Fee Waiver Request: SOLGEN-A-2019-02470 - O.P.P Crime Gun Statistics 2008-2018
Reference is being made to your letter dated August 20, 2019 requesting search and processing fees in the amount of
$240.00. I respectfully request your consideration of my request to waive the full $240 fee assessed in the attachment to
your letter. I specifically appeal to your discretion to waive these fees as it would cause my wife and I ‘financial
hardship’ and ‘dissemination of the record will benefit public health and safety’.
Financial Hardship

Records Requested will Benefit Public and Police Health and Safety
At the Guns and Gangs Summit held by Public Safety Minister Ralph Goodale in Ottawa in March of 2018, Statistics
Canada made the following statement: “We don’t know the origin of firearms involved in gun crime” (see link below).
On June 11, 2018 the Liberal Government tabled their response to Order Paper Questions in Parliament admitting that
they don’t collect information on firearms seized by police that are ‘domestically sourced’ or ‘smuggled in Canada’ (see
link below). Even former Toronto Chief of Police Bill Blair now Minister of Border Security and Organized Crime
Reduction and MP for Scarborough Southwest told CBC on July 28, 2018 that ‘data on this topic is limited and somewhat
flawed’ (see link below). Finally, on February 25, 2019, in response to my Access to Information Act request the RCMP
stated: “Please note that items 1,2 and 5-12 produced no records, as the RCMP does not define 'crime guns', and
therefore cannot provide statistics relating to 'crime guns'."
The RCMP, Public Safety Canada and Statistics Canada does not collect the data on crime guns I requested so the public
has no where else to turn except to local and provincial police services for this important statistical information.

The federal government no longer charges search and processing fees but that hardly matters if they don’t collect the
statistics the Ontario public needs regarding the sources of crime guns to make better decisions about how best to combat
the criminal use of firearms and protect both public and police safety.
If you can’t decide on my request for a fee waiver before your September 19, 2019 deadline, please advise and I will send
you the deposit of $120 so you can continue processing of my request.
Yours sincerely,
[Original signed by]
Dennis R. Young
1330 Ravenswood Drive SE
AIRDRIE, AB T4A 0P8
Home Phone: 587-360-1111
E-Mail1: dennisryoung@telus.net
E-Mail2: dennisryoung.ca@gmail.com
Website: www.dennisryoung.ca
cc

Ontario Information and Privacy Commissioner
2 Bloor Street East, Suite 1400
Toronto, ON
M4W 1A8

STATSCAN ATIP CONFIRMS: SOURCE OF CRIME GUNS UNKNOWN
Access to Information Response dated May 16, 2018 – Received June 26, 2018
https://dennisryoung.ca/2018/06/26/statscan-atip-response-source-crime-guns-unknown/
“THE CANADIAN FIREARMS INFORMATION SYSTEM DOES NOT COLLECT THE REQUESTED
INFORMATION." Firearms Seized by Police that are: "(iii) domestically sourced, (iv) smuggled into Canada"
https://dennisryoung.ca/2018/06/23/key-evidence-missing-responses-bill-c-71-order-paper-questions/
FACTSCAN: BILL BLAIR: ON CRIME GUNS
By Nojan Kamoosi on October 13, 2018 http://factscan.ca/bill-blair-crime-guns/
Bill Blair, Minister of Border Security and Organized Crime Reduction and MP for Scarborough Southwest, on CBC's
The House on July 28, 2018 https://www.cbc.ca/player/play/1287252547509/: 'While the data on this topic is limited and
somewhat flawed, experts agree that historically, most crime guns in Canada have arrived unlawfully from the US. Some
new reports contradict this view and imply that a higher rate of crime guns are domestically sourced, however, these
reports show that domestic crime guns have been illegally diverted (straw purchases), as opposed to being legally owned
by the perpetrators." FactsCan Score: True
MARCH 6, 2019 - RCMP DOES NOT DEFINE 'CRIME GUNS'
RCMP ATIP RESPONSE TO QUESTIONS ON 'CRIME GUN' STATISTICS
EXCERPT: "Please note that items 1,2 and 5-12 produced no records, as the RCMP does not define 'crime guns',
and therefore cannot provide statistics relating to 'crime guns'."
RCMP Response dated Feb 25, 2019 Received March 6, 2019 by Dennis R. Young
https://dennisryoung.ca/2019/03/07/rcmp-does-not-define-crime-guns/
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