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POSTS FROM CANADA 

 

AFTER A GRISLY MURDER-SUICIDE, A SMALL ONTARIO TOWN LOOKS BACK AT MISSED SIGNS OF 

DANGEROUS OBSESSION - Long before Mark Jones killed his neighbour, her son, her mother and himself, his 

disturbing behaviour gave the community of Burk’s Falls indications that something bad was brewing. What can this 

tragedy teach us about domestic violence in rural Canada? 

By MOLLY HAYES, Globe and Mail - AUGUST 17, 2019 https://www.theglobeandmail.com/canada/article-after-a-

grisly-murder-suicide-a-small-ontario-town-looks-back-at/ 

EXCERPT:  They want to know what came of their mother’s report. Was Mr. Jones interviewed? Why was he able to 

keep his guns after being accused of a violent sexual assault? If a doctor had indeed revoked his driver’s licence after his 

dementia diagnosis, why not his firearms licences as well? Ironically, Thomas points out, his mother had received a letter 

from the Chief Firearms Office after her hospitalization in January, 2018, informing her that her firearms licence – which 

she’d obtained in order to hang on to her father’s hunting guns after he died – would require a doctor’s sign-off. Firearms 

licences are supposed to be difficult to obtain in Canada. Thomas argues they should also be difficult to keep. In response 

to questions from the Globe, Chief Firearms Officer of Ontario Dwight Peer explained that police reporting policies 

around firearms-licence holders vary from force to force. But if a licence holder is reported to have sexually assaulted 

someone, he said that should, when coded correctly, trigger a notification to the CFO. The CFO can also receive calls 

from family, friends, neighbours or physicians who have concerns about a firearms-licence holder, he said. These 

concerns are then followed-up on a case-by-case basis. He declined to comment on whether they were notified in this 

case—or whether any review is being done. 

 

BACKGROUND INFORMATION 

 

RCMP ATIP REQUEST: Mark Jones CFRO and FIP Hits - Updated August 1, 2019 

https://dennisryoung.ca/wp-content/uploads/2019/08/RCMP-ATIP-E-Mail-Mark-Jones-FIP-and-CFRO-Hits-Aug-

1-2019.pdf 

 

ONTARIO SOLICITOR GENERAL FOIP REQUEST: Mark Jones Police Reports & FIP Hits - Updated 

August 7, 2019 https://dennisryoung.ca/wp-content/uploads/2019/08/Ont.-SolGen-Mark-Jones-FOIP-

Acknowledgement-Aug-7-2019.pdf 

 

MAY 3, 2019 - MP BRAD TROST’S FOUR GUN CONTROL QUESTIONS: LIBERAL RESPONSES 

PROVIDE VERY FEW ANSWERS 

Analysis, Commentary and Supporting Documentation by Dennis R. Young – May 3, 2019 

https://dennisryoung.ca/2019/05/03/liberal-responses-provide-very-few-answers/   

LIBERAL RESPONSE TO Q-2319: Firearms Interest Police (FIP) Database Deficiencies 

LIBERAL RESPONSE TO Q-2320: Auditor General Firearms Program ‘major additional costs 

LIBERAL RESPONSE TO Q-2321:  Benefits of Firearms Ownership 

LIBERAL RESPONSE TO Q-2322: Effectiveness of Firearms Interest Police (FIP) Database 
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JANUARY 18, 2019 - RCMP: NO STATISTICS ON FIREARMS INTEREST POLICE (FIP) EVENTS  

RCMP response to Access to Information Act Request dated January 11, 2019 - Received January 18, 2019  

Important statistics about firearms license holders who are ‘involved in an event involving violence or other 

offences’ are not tracked.  

https://dennisryoung.ca/2019/01/18/rcmp-has-no-statistics-on-firearms-interest-police-fip-events/  

• No Statistics on the average time it took to initiate an investigation of a FIP event;  

• No Statistics on the average time it took to complete the investigation of a FIP event;  

• No Statistics on the number of FIP events that resulted in firearms being removed from possession of the 

licensed gun owner; and  

• No Statistics on the average time it took from reporting of the FIP event to the firearms being removed from the 

possession of the licensed gun owner. 

 

JANUARY 9, 2019 - ONTARIO CFO DOES NOT TRACK FIREARMS INTEREST POLICE (FIP) 

STATISTICS - Important statistics about firearms license holders who are ‘involved in an event involving 

violence or other offences’ are not tracked.  Ontario CFO FOIP Response dated December 31, 2018 – Received 

January 9, 2019 by Dennis R. Young. https://dennisryoung.ca/2019/01/09/ontario-cfo-does-not-track-firearms-

interest-police-fip-statistics/ 

 

FAILING TO PREVENT GUN VIOLENCE COSTS LIVES. BUT WE’RE IGNORING THE OTHER PRICE 

TAG - In “The Economic Impact of Firearm-related Crime in Canada, 2008,” Ting Zhang and Yao Qin of the Department 

of Justice calculated the astounding costs associated with shootings in Canada. According to their data, we spend more 

than $300-million on criminal-justice costs associated with shootings in a given year. This includes money for police, 

prosecuting alleged shooters and legal aid for people navigating the courts, as well as for incarcerating offenders and those 

awaiting trial. Hefty costs also fall to victims, who often have to rely on public tax dollars for their estimated $7-million in 

health-care costs, $62-million in lost wages and $72-million in lost future income. Gun violence is expensive and these 

figures from over a decade ago show why we ought to invest in prevention, in the form of youth and community 

development. By JOOYOUNG LEE, THE GLOBE AND MAIL - AUGUST 16, 2019 - 73 Comments. Jooyoung Lee is 

associate professor of sociology at the University of Toronto, and author of Blowin’ Up: Rap Dreams in South Central. 

https://www.theglobeandmail.com/opinion/article-failing-to-prevent-gun-violence-costs-lives-but-were-ignoring-the/ 

 

JUNE 17, 2019 - PARLIAMENTARY BUDGET OFFICER SAYS LIBRARY IS RESPONSIBLE FOR RESOLVING 

DISCREPANCIES IN REPORTS ON GOVERNMENT SPENDING ON GUN CONTROL 

Parliamentary Budget Officer’s response to MP Brad Trost’s request 

https://dennisryoung.ca/2019/06/17/discrepancies-in-reports-on-govt-spending-on-gun-control/ 

 

JULY 11, 2019 COST & BENEFITS OF INVESTMENTS TO COMBAT THE CRIMINAL USE OF FIREARMS 

(ICCUF) Public Safety Minister Ralph Goodale’s response to MP Brad Trost’s Order Paper Question Q-2477 – June 19, 

2019 – Posted by Dennis R. Young July 11, 2019 

https://dennisryoung.ca/2019/07/11/cost-benefits-of-investments-to-combat-the-criminal-use-of-firearms/ 

 

TELUS E-MAIL SERVICE DOWN AGAIN 

If you want your e-mails to get through to me please use my g-mail account:  

dennisryoung.ca@gmail.com  By Dennis R. Young – August 16, 2019 

https://dennisryoung.ca/2019/08/16/telus-e-mail-service-down-again/ 
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CBC - 'ONE PIECE OF THE PUZZLE': LAWRENCE HEIGHTS SEARCHES FOR ANSWERS AT GUN 

CRIME TOWN HALL 

8 shootings have happened in the area in the last month - CBC News · Posted: Aug 16, 2019 

https://www.cbc.ca/news/canada/toronto/lawrence-heights-town-hall-1.5249330 

 

LETTER: FOCUS ON REAL PROBLEM 

There has never been a gun that has killed a person by itself. Instead of banning guns try banning the people who use guns 

to kill people. Try 25-year minimum sentences for anyone using a gun to commit a crime. Although more people are 

killed by drug overdoes, car accidents, murders by knives etc.,  the leftists can only focus on trying to restrict gun 

ownership of the law-abiding citizens, even though none of these firearms are the real problem. Earl Hyde, Brantford 

Brantford Expositor - August 16, 2019 https://www.brantfordexpositor.ca/news/local-news/letters-to-the-editor-79 

 

LETTER: BULLET POINTS 

Re: “Bring in bullet control” (Aug. 12 letter). I’d like to thank Colin Castle for at least trying to find a solution to allow 

gun owners to enjoy shooting sports while assisting public safety. There are already controls on ammunition in Canada. 

You can only buy it if you have a valid firearms licence and we also restrict the number of rounds in a rifle (5) and pistols 

(10). Canadians need to educate themselves on our firearms laws and shooting sports. Education is the key to everything. 

The media are failing miserably on this front. 

By Brent Cutter, Bedford - The Chronicle Herald - August 15, 2019  READ THE REST: 

https://www.thechronicleherald.ca/opinion/letter-to-the-editor/voice-of-the-people-aug-15-2019-341400/ 

 

RCI - POLICE CHIEFS SAY HANDGUN BAN NOT NEEDED, WOULDN’T WORK 

Vancouver Police Chief Adam Palmer says that in the majority of cases involving gun violence, the handguns being used 

are already illegal and it makes no sense to ban something that it already illegal. “In every single case there are already 

offences for that,” Palmer said Wednesday in Calgary, at the conclusion of the Canadian Association of Chiefs of Police’s 

annual meeting. “They’re already breaking the law and the criminal law in Canada addresses all those circumstances. 

By Terry Haig, Radio Canada International - Posted: Thursday, August 15, 2019 

https://www.rcinet.ca/en/2019/08/15/police-chiefs-say-handgun-ban-not-needed-wouldnt-work/ 

 

HALIFAX POLICE JOINS MOVEMENT AGAINST TRUDEAU-TORY GUN BANS 

TheGunBlog.ca - August 15, 2019 

https://thegunblog.ca/2019/08/15/halifax-police-joins-movement-against-trudeau-tory-gun-bans/  

Halifax Regional Police joined a growing movement of police groups and leaders across Canada opposing Prime Minister 

Justin Trudeau’s and Toronto Mayor John Tory’s campaigns for gun bans against hunters and sport shooters. 

Halifax Police Quote: “We believe we have necessary laws and regulations in place in relation to firearms,” Halifax 

Today reported today on its website, quoting a statement by Halifax Regional Police spokesman John MacLeod to News 

95.7. “We respect the right of citizens to own guns legally and recognize that the majority of gun owners act responsibly 

and comply with gun regulations.” 

 

CANADIAN POLICE CHIEFS WON'T BACK HANDGUN BAN, SAY IT WOULDN'T STOP FLOW OF GUNS 

INTO THE COUNTRY - 'The firearms laws in Canada are actually very good right now. They're very strict,' said 

Vancouver police chief Adam Palmer. The Canadian Press Bill Graveland  - August 14, 2019 

https://nationalpost.com/news/canada/naive-police-chiefs-say-handgun-ban-wont-stop-flow-of-weapons-into-canada 

https://www.ctvnews.ca/canada/naive-police-chiefs-say-handgun-ban-wouldn-t-stop-flow-of-weapons-into-canada-

1.4550150 
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GREEN PARTY CALLS FOR CANADA-WIDE BAN ON SEMI-AUTOMATIC RIFLES, HANDGUNS 

Party leader Elizabeth May has put forward a confidential buyback program to compensate gun owners  

Staff Writer / Tri-City News - August 14, 2019 https://www.tricitynews.com/news/green-party-calls-for-canada-wide-

ban-on-semi-automatic-rifles-handguns-1.23915618 

 

CANADA: GUNS AS A SYMBOL OF MASCULINITY HAS A LONG HISTORY AND IS DIFFICULT TO 

CHALLENGE - The relationship between guns and masculinity was once sanctioned by governments and businesses, 

making it entrenched and difficult to challenge. Thorald News - Aug 14, 2019. This article, written by R. Blake Brown, 

Saint Mary’s University, originally appeared on The Conversation and is republished here with permission. 

https://www.thoroldnews.com/local-news/canada-guns-as-a-symbol-of-masculinity-has-a-long-history-and-is-difficult-to-

challenge-1631670 

 

ON GUN CONTROL, WILL TRUMP SURPRISE US? 

If the Republicans were intent on big change, they would support this and other tougher measures, such as requiring 

would-be gun owners to first obtain licences, which would be granted only after a protracted screening process; as 

opposed to a background checks program, which, depending on details that Mr. Trump has yet to reveal, could be modest. 

By LAWRENCE MARTIN, PUBLIC AFFAIRS COLUMNIST, WASHINGTON -GLOBE AND MAIL AUG 14, 2019 

https://www.theglobeandmail.com/opinion/article-on-gun-control-will-donald-trump-surprise-us/ 

 

MATT GURNEY: TORONTO DOESN'T HAVE A GUN-CONTROL PROBLEM 

Gun control is functioning well in Canada. Solutions to shootings in our big cities lie elsewhere. 

By Matt Gurney, National Post - August 14, 2019 

https://nationalpost.com/opinion/matt-gurney-toronto-doesnt-have-a-gun-control-problem 

 

NAPANEE TRAPSHOOTER LIAM SWART AIMS TO SOMEDAY BE IN THE OLYMPICS 

WATCH: It's been quite the summer for Liam Swart. The 16-year-old from Napanee is the Ontario and Canadian Junior 

Trapshooting champion. By Doug Jeffries, Anchor  Global News - August 14, 2019 

https://globalnews.ca/news/5765611/napanee-trapshooter-olympics/ 

 

CBC - OFFICERS RECOVER MORE THAN 50 STOLEN FIREARMS BUT SOME STILL MISSING: 

WELLINGTON OPP - Police say two men are facing charges. CBC News · Posted: Aug 14, 2019 

https://www.cbc.ca/news/canada/kitchener-waterloo/officers-recover-more-than-50-stolen-firearms-some-missing-

wellington-opp-1.5247246 

 

CBC - POLICE CHIEFS SAY HANDGUN BAN WON'T STOP FLOW OF WEAPONS INTO CANADA 

Many handguns being used for gun violence are already illegal. The Canadian Press · Posted: Aug 14, 2019 

https://www.cbc.ca/news/canada/calgary/police-chiefs-handgun-ban-1.5247387 

 

LEGAL GUNS AND OWNERS IN CANADA ARE NOT THE PROBLEM 

Hello Russell Wangersky. Forgive the familiarity; I feel as though I know you from reading your articles. I’d like to take 

you up on the invitation you issued in the Aug. 9 Guardian column ‘No one needs a handgun,’ namely, why should 

handguns be sold in Canada? Who am I? Kate MacQuarrie, head of Women Shooters of P.E.I. (please visit our Facebook 

page for more info), a federally-certified instructor since 1991 for both the non-restricted and restricted Canadian Firearms 

Safety Courses, gun owner, hunter and target shooter. I’ll start with this. In a free, democratic country like Canada, 
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property ownership is not restricted by need. Consider your possessions — a car, a TV, and likely more than one suit and 

pair of shoes? How much of what you own do you need versus want? By Kate MacQuarrie, The Guardian - Aug 13, 2019  

https://www.theguardian.pe.ca/opinion/local-perspectives/legal-guns-and-owners-in-canada-are-not-the-problem-341046/ 

 

LOCAL MARKSMAN TAKES AIM AT NATIONALS  

Sundre’s Ian Jones placed first in the Standard Division as an individual competitor during Summer Slam 13, which last 

month was hosted in the northern New Brunswick county of Restigouche. A couple of days later, Jones, 38, attended 

nationals in Québec City, where he competed individually as well as with the Alberta standard team. By Simon Ducatel - 

Aug 13, 2019 https://www.sundreroundup.ca/article/local-marksman-takes-aim-at-nationals-20190813 

 

LILLEY: TRUDEAU FLIRTS WITH GUN BAN BUT WON'T ADDRESS REAL ISSUES 

The mayor, for his part, said that dealing with root causes was needed but also said issues, such as bail, were important. 

“We have to address the root causes of gun violence,” Tory said, “and get much tougher with criminals who often laugh at 

things, literally laugh at things like bail and sentencing practices of both the laws and the way in which they’re 

implemented.” Trudeau, for the second day in a row, would not offer comment on such measures despite being invited to 

do so. Instead, he talked about the need to put more regulations on law-abiding gun owners and to spend more on social 

programs. By Brian Lilley, Toronto Sun - August 13, 2019 

https://torontosun.com/opinion/columnists/lilley-trudeau-flirts-with-gun-ban-but-wont-address-real-issues 

 

TRUDEAU SAYS ELECTION PLAN AGAINST GUN OWNERS IS COMING 

TheGunBlog.ca -August 13, 2019 

https://thegunblog.ca/2019/08/13/trudeau-says-election-plan-against-gun-owners-is-coming/  

Trudeau Quotes 

• Via The Globe and Mail: “We look forward to the next time that Parliament is sitting – hopefully under a Liberal 

government – where we will be able to introduce further measures to strengthen measures against guns.” 

• Via CityNews Toronto: “We know that there is more to do. That’s why we look forward to putting forward a plan that 

will continue to invest in controlling our guns and keeping our communities safer. And that’s exactly the thing we’re 

going to move forward with on a stronger mandate.” 

• Via CBC News: Trudeau said the Liberal election proposals will include “strengthening gun control.” 

 

TRUDEAU PROMISES TO MAKE GUN CONTROL A TOP ELECTION ISSUE 

“We look forward to the next time that Parliament is sitting – hopefully under a Liberal government – where we will be 

able to introduce further measures to strengthen measures against guns,” Mr. Trudeau said. By DANIEL LEBLANC 

PARLIAMENTARY AFFAIRS REPORTER, MATTHEW LAPIERRE, OTTAWA AND TORONTO PUBLISHED 

AUGUST 13, 2019 

https://www.theglobeandmail.com/politics/article-trudeau-promises-to-make-gun-control-a-top-election-issue/ 

https://nationalpost.com/news/politics/meeting-with-torontos-mayor-trudeau-promises-more-gun-control-and-goes-on-

the-attack-against-scheer 

 

GANG VIOLENCE: TIME FOR LESS TALK AND MORE TOUGH 

Canada already has strict gun laws. There may be a few loopholes to tighten, but I truly believe that in the vast, vast 

majority of cases, legal gun owners that have endured all the hoops that Canadian firearms legislation brings are not a 

threat to public safety. Chris D. Lewis, Special to CP24.com - Last Updated Tuesday, August 13, 2019. Chris D. Lewis 

served as Commissioner of the Ontario Provincial Police from 2010 until he retired in 2014. He can be seen regularly on 

CTV https://www.cp24.com/news/a-view-from-the-top/oped-gang-violence-time-for-less-talk-and-more-tough-1.4546917 
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RUSSELL WANGERSKY: HANDGUN COLUMN DRAWS FIRE 

Keep those cards and letters coming! No, seriously, please do keep responding by email to my column last week on 

handguns. Last week, I looked at a position put forward by the Globe and Mail. In the wake of gun violence in Toronto, 

the Globe suggested making handguns prohibited weapons, banning their sale but allowing existing gun owners to keep 

their handguns. I couldn’t see a hole in that argument, and asked people to enlighten me. And I got answers. I thought I’d 

share some of them this week. They came in from across Atlantic Canada, and as far afield as Victoria, B.C. — I’m not 

going to identify the authors, because many asked me not to. The Guardian - Published: Aug 13, 2019 

https://www.theguardian.pe.ca/opinion/columnists/russell-wangersky-handgun-column-draws-fire-340731/ 

 

TRUDEAU SAYS ELECTION PLAN AGAINST GUN OWNERS IS COMING  

TheGunBlog.ca - Canadian Prime Minister Justin Trudeau said today he will present his Liberal Party’s new proposals 

against firearm owners when he campaigns for re-election in October on “strengthening gun control.” 

He didn’t mention his June plan for the largest single gun bans in Canadian history if he wins. THEGUNBLOG.CA - 

AUGUST 13, 2019 https://thegunblog.ca/2019/08/13/trudeau-says-election-plan-against-gun-owners-is-coming/ 

 

ONTARIO COURT IMPOSES PEACE BOND AGAINST FAR-RIGHT FIGURE OVER ONLINE THREATS 

Goudreau is also prohibited from possessing any weapons. Peace bonds are similar to restraining orders and allow the 

courts to impose limitations on peoples’ liberties through bail-like conditions.  In 2015, the federal government revamped 

the Criminal Code to lower the standard for obtaining terror-related peace bonds as part of its anti-terror legislation. The 

RCMP has used these peace bonds in recent years as a counter-terrorism tool against people feared of attempting to join 

terrorist groups abroad such as the Islamic State. By Rachel Browne National Online Journalist Politics Reporter  Global 

News - August 13, 2019 https://globalnews.ca/news/5755173/ontario-court-peace-bond-far-right-figure/ 

 

A HANDGUN BAN IN THE ABSENCE OF HARD DATA IS JUST CAPRICIOUS AND UNFAIR  

It is deeply wrong for any government to prohibit a previously legal and legitimate practice out of nothing more than 

unfounded fear. That is what the Liberals would be doing if they banned handguns. 

By John Ibbitson, Globe and Mail - Published August 12, 2019 https://www.theglobeandmail.com/politics/article-a-

handgun-ban-in-the-absence-of-hard-data-is-just-capricious-and/ 

EXCERPT: The federal Conservatives want tougher sentences for gun- and gang-related crime, though there is plenty of 

evidence that such an approach simply increases the prison population, without lowering crime rates. Giving the police 

additional powers can help to reduce gang violence. It can also lead to charges of racial discrimination and abuse. Fighting 

poverty, toughening penalties, bolstering police powers are all deeply controversial. But banning handguns: That would 

be quick and easy and popular. Except that imposing such a ban without evidence that legally acquired handguns pose a 

risk simply panders to prejudice and fear. And no one should want to be part of that crowd. 

 

THE HILL TIMES - TIME HAS COME FOR LIBERALS TO GET A SPINE ON GUNS IN CANADA 

But with the continual barrage of mass shootings in the United States, the issue is not likely to go away anytime soon. 

Almost weekly incidents of gun violence in Toronto pretty much guarantee that Liberals will not be able to dodge the 

question in the upcoming election. By Sheila Copps -  Aug. 12, 2019  

https://www.hilltimes.com/2019/08/12/211057/211057 

 

ILLEGAL BORDER CROSSING: HOW U.S. GUNS WIND UP IN CANADA AND MEXICO  

 “However, you know all the evidence is extremely clear, and Canadians know it's not sport shooters and duck hunters 

running around the streets shooting people up," says Tracey Wilson, vice president of public relations for the Canadian 
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https://globalnews.ca/news/5755173/ontario-court-peace-bond-far-right-figure/
https://www.theglobeandmail.com/politics/article-a-handgun-ban-in-the-absence-of-hard-data-is-just-capricious-and/
https://www.theglobeandmail.com/politics/article-a-handgun-ban-in-the-absence-of-hard-data-is-just-capricious-and/
https://www.hilltimes.com/2019/08/12/211057/211057
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Coalition for Firearm Rights. By Sara Miller Llana Staff writer and Whitney Eulich Correspondent, Toronto and Mexico 

City - August 12, 2019 https://www.csmonitor.com/World/Americas/2019/0812/Illegal-border-crossing-How-U.S.-guns-

wind-up-in-Canada-and-Mexico 

 

AN AMERICAN PONDERS GUNS AND CANADA 

What’s unique about the U.S. isn’t mental illness, video games or the internet; those exist worldwide. Our problem is too 

many guns and too little regulation — plus the fact President Donald Trump and his party refuse to acknowledge that 

factor, much less fix it.  Canada shows that the choice doesn’t need to be between mass shootings and gun confiscation. 

There is a sensible path between those extremes that protects both gun ownership and public safety. It’s our fault that we 

have chosen not to take it. — Los Angeles Times - By Doyle McManus, Winnipeg Free Press - Posted: 08/12/2019 

Comments: 15 https://www.winnipegfreepress.com/opinion/analysis/an-american-ponders-guns-and-canada-

536414572.html 

 

EDITORIAL: IS THIS THE YEAR OF THE GUN? 

Those of us living on the edge of the Greater Toronto Area shouldn’t take too much comfort from the fact shootings 

locally are mainly by hunters. The Orangeville Citizen -August 12, 2019  http://citizen.on.ca/?p=15498 

 

CBC - MAN CHARGED WITH FIREARM OFFENCES IN CONNECTION TO NORTH YORK NIGHTCLUB 

SHOOTINGS Charges include knowingly manufacturing a firearm and ammunition, police say. CBC News · Posted: 

Aug 12, 2019 https://www.cbc.ca/news/canada/toronto/north-york-shooting-1.5244111 

 

PROVINCE CRACKING DOWN ON CRIMINAL ACTIVITY INSIDE ONTARIO JAILS 

Solicitor General Sylvia Jones says the Ford government is “committed to addressing long-standing safety issues, such as 

drugs and weapons being smuggled into jails” and “keep dangerous gang members behind bars where they belong and 

ensure they cannot continue their criminal activities during their sentence.” August 12, 2019 

https://www.durhamradionews.com/archives/120738 

 

SHOOTINGS DECLINE FROM OTTAWA'S RECORD-SETTING 2018 TALLY 

Ottawa police have seized 40 “crime guns” this year, 68 crime guns in 2018, 82 in 2017 and 63 in 2016.  

By Blair Crawford, Ottawa Citizen - Updated: August 11, 2019 

https://ottawacitizen.com/news/local-news/shootings-continue-as-calls-mount-for-ottawa-handgun-ban 

 

THE LONG AND SHORT OF IT: AMERICA IS A GUN  

New Zealand prime minister, Jacinda Ardern, took just six days to ban semi-automatic weapons of the type used to kill 51 

people, setting the example for her Commonwealth partners. Canada demured. Ardern’s swift and firm response 

“highlights the appalling lack of political courage exhibited so far by the Liberal government” of Pierre Trudeau in 

response to the 2017 Quebec Mosque killing committed with the same type of weapon, wrote the Toronto Star in an 

editorial. A March Ekos poll found 61 per cent of respondents supported making it illegal for civilians to own a handgun 

with 75 per cent in favour of a similar ban on all assault weapons. By IAN PATTISON, The Chronicle Journal - Aug 11, 

2019 http://www.chroniclejournal.com/opinion/columns/the-long-and-short-of-it-america-is-a-gun/article_09adf1da-bc57-

11e9-a3b1-4fdb728d7a4a.html 

 

GOLDSTEIN: TRUDEAU’S OWN GOVERNMENT KNOWS A HANDGUN BAN WON’T WORK  

Here’s what Trudeau’s point man on the issue of banning handguns — former Toronto Police chief Bill Blair, now 

Trudeau’s Border Security and Organized Crime Reduction Minister — told the Globe and Mail in June. “It would not, in 

https://www.csmonitor.com/World/Americas/2019/0812/Illegal-border-crossing-How-U.S.-guns-wind-up-in-Canada-and-Mexico
https://www.csmonitor.com/World/Americas/2019/0812/Illegal-border-crossing-How-U.S.-guns-wind-up-in-Canada-and-Mexico
https://www.winnipegfreepress.com/opinion/analysis/an-american-ponders-guns-and-canada-536414572.html
https://www.winnipegfreepress.com/opinion/analysis/an-american-ponders-guns-and-canada-536414572.html
http://citizen.on.ca/?p=15498
https://www.cbc.ca/news/canada/toronto/north-york-shooting-1.5244111
https://www.durhamradionews.com/archives/120738
https://ottawacitizen.com/news/local-news/shootings-continue-as-calls-mount-for-ottawa-handgun-ban
http://www.chroniclejournal.com/opinion/columns/the-long-and-short-of-it-america-is-a-gun/article_09adf1da-bc57-11e9-a3b1-4fdb728d7a4a.html
http://www.chroniclejournal.com/opinion/columns/the-long-and-short-of-it-america-is-a-gun/article_09adf1da-bc57-11e9-a3b1-4fdb728d7a4a.html
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my opinion, be perhaps the most effective measure in restricting the access that criminals would have to such weapons, 

because we’d still have a problem with them coming across the border.” On that point, Toronto Police Chief Mark 

Saunders said during a news conference Friday that, “in recent years, we have seen that 80% of the firearms are coming in 

from the border,” as opposed to the past where guns purchased legally and sold into the black market were 50% of the 

problem. Saunders also said the recent spate of gun violence in Toronto is being caused primarily by street gangs. By 

Lorrie Goldstein, Toronto Sun - August 10, 2019  

 https://torontosun.com/opinion/columnists/goldstein-trudeaus-own-government-knows-a-handgun-ban-wont-work 

 

LILLEY: REAL POLICIES TO DEAL WITH GUN CRIME 

Scheer’s plan isn’t perfect, no plan would be, but at least it is tackling the real problem — gangs and the people behind the 

violence and shootings in our streets. It sure beats the Trudeau plan of trying to scare the public with false claims about 

Scheer’s intentions or soothe them with the false promise of safety through a gun ban. By Brian Lilley, Toronto Sun - 

August 10, 2019 https://torontosun.com/opinion/columnists/lilley-real-policies-to-deal-with-gun-crime 

 

TORONTO POLICE CHIEF JOINS LEADERS AGAINST TRUDEAU-TORY GUN BANS 

Toronto Police Chief Mark Saunders and at least five other active and retired Canadian police leaders have a message for 

politicians campaigning to ban guns from hunters, farmers and sport shooters: No. THEGUNBLOG.CA - 10 Aug 2019 

https://thegunblog.ca/2019/08/10/toronto-police-chief-joins-leaders-against-trudeau-tory-gun-bans/ 

 

CBC - TORONTO MAYOR SAYS CITY-WIDE HANDGUN BAN WOULD BE ENOUGH 

John Tory changes tune after more than a year of calling for national ban 

By Elise von Scheel · CBC News · Posted: Aug 10, 2019 

https://www.cbc.ca/news/politics/toronto-handgun-ban-john-tory-1.5241804 

 

THE STAR - WHO ELSE MUST DIE BEFORE HANDGUNS ARE BANNED IN CANADA? 

There is a disproportionately influential and highly organized gun lobby in Canada, taking its cue from the disgraceful 

NRA. The Liberals, concentrating on the climate crisis and the economy, don’t need a kabuki gunfight right now. Their 

repairs to the Conservatives’ laws on gun licences and background checks have been good, up to a point. If the 

Conservatives win, they will re-flip those Liberal rules. Public safety — the lives of your children — becomes a game of 

ping-pong. By Heather Mallick, Star Columnist - Sat., Aug. 10, 2019 

https://www.thestar.com/politics/federal/2019/08/10/who-else-must-die-before-handguns-are-banned-in-canada.html 

 

HANDGUN BAN TARGETS LAW-ABIDING GUN OWNERS NOT GANGS 

If lawmakers want to curtail civil liberties, they should start with those who make the conscious decision to join a gang, 

pick up a gun and pull the trigger. By KEVIN MCCART, Special to Toronto Sun - August 10, 2019 

Kevin McCart is a licensed gun owner and veteran of the Canadian Armed Forces currently studying history and 

archaeology at the University of Toronto https://torontosun.com/opinion/columnists/guest-column-handgun-ban-targets-

law-abiding-gun-owners-not-street-gangs 

 

COUNTERPOINTS: BARKING UP THE WRONG TREE ON GUN VIOLENCE 

Letter #1: Gun violence editorial overwrought by Robert Bracken, Atlantic regional director, Canada’s National Firearms 

Association 

Letter #2: Anti-firearms bias by Dr. Mike Ackermann, Sherbrooke - The Chronicle Herald - August 10, 2019 

https://www.thechronicleherald.ca/opinion/letter-to-the-editor/counterpoints-barking-up-the-wrong-tree-on-gun-violence-340194/ 

 

 

https://torontosun.com/opinion/columnists/goldstein-trudeaus-own-government-knows-a-handgun-ban-wont-work
https://torontosun.com/opinion/columnists/lilley-real-policies-to-deal-with-gun-crime
https://thegunblog.ca/2019/08/10/toronto-police-chief-joins-leaders-against-trudeau-tory-gun-bans/
https://www.cbc.ca/news/politics/toronto-handgun-ban-john-tory-1.5241804
https://www.thestar.com/politics/federal/2019/08/10/who-else-must-die-before-handguns-are-banned-in-canada.html
https://torontosun.com/opinion/columnists/guest-column-handgun-ban-targets-law-abiding-gun-owners-not-street-gangs
https://torontosun.com/opinion/columnists/guest-column-handgun-ban-targets-law-abiding-gun-owners-not-street-gangs
https://www.thechronicleherald.ca/opinion/letter-to-the-editor/counterpoints-barking-up-the-wrong-tree-on-gun-violence-340194/
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A TRAGIC CYCLE WITH NO END IN SIGHT 

I’m not a gun owner, but I have lots of friends who are. Most of them are honest, decent, hard-working people. Some are 

hunters, others are collectors, and yet more are farmers for whom their gun is a tool. I laugh and cringe when I hear people 

absurdly talk about banning all firearms. There’s nothing wrong with reasonable and responsible gun ownership. But you 

do have to wonder why some people own certain firearms. Why does the average citizen need to have assault 

weapons? They don’t. They aren’t needed for hunting purposes. They don’t serve a purpose on a farm. They shouldn’t 

be part of somebody’s collection. By David Willberg, Estevan Mercury - August 10, 2019  

https://www.estevanmercury.ca/opinion/columnists/a-tragic-cycle-with-no-end-in-sight-1.23909594 

 

GLOBE AND MAIL LETTERS TO THE EDITOR - AUGUST 10, 2019 

https://www.theglobeandmail.com/opinion/letters/article-aug-10-supreme-court-nomination-hearings-as-predictable-as-a/  

TARGETING HANDGUN LOGIC by Geoffrey Milos, Toronto - Re Home Truths On Handguns (letters, Aug. 8):  

AMERICA GUN-INFESTED SWAMP by Paul Thiessen, Vancouver 

 

THREE GLOBE AND MAIL LETTERS TO THE EDITOR - AUGUST 9, 2019 

https://www.theglobeandmail.com/opinion/letters/article-aug-9-gun-control-politics-plus-other-letters-to-the-editor/ 

POSSESSING A HANDGUN WITHOUT A PERMIT IS ALREADY ILLEGAL by Mark Decyk, Toronto 

CONTEMPLATE THE COST OF DITHERING by Ab Dukacz, Mississauga 

GOVERNMENT’S ONLINE SURVEY ON GUNS WAS DISTORTED by Gordon Prentice, Newmarket, Ont. 

 

THREE GLOBE AND MAIL LETTERS TO THE EDITOR - AUGUST 8, 2019 

https://www.theglobeandmail.com/opinion/letters/article-aug-8-target-handguns-with-a-ban-plus-other-letters-to-the-editor/  

IF IT’S NOT CLEAR, WHY WRITE THIS EDITORIAL? By Dale Armstrong, London, Ont. 

BANNING THESE WEAPONS WHOSE ONLY PURPOSE IS TO KILL by Margaret McGovern, Toronto 

THERE IS NO ERASER ON A BULLET by Douglas L. Martin, Hamilton 

 

FOUR GLOBE AND MAIL LETTERS TO THE EDITOR - AUGUST 7, 2019 

https://www.theglobeandmail.com/opinion/letters/article-aug-7-gun-violence-again-plus-other-letters-to-the-editor/ 

GUN VIOLENCE HERE by Scott Burbidge, Port Williams, N.S. 

GUN VIOLENCE THERE by Chester Fedoruk, Toronto 

THE EVIL HEART OF MASS SHOOTINGS by Cherryl Katnich, Maple Ridge, B.C. 

IF THEY DIDN’T HAVE A GUN IN THEIR HAND? By Virginia Baldwin, Vancouver 

 

COURT CONCLUDES POLICE OWED NO PRIVATE LAW DUTY OF CARE TO VICTIM OF 

UNEXPECTED SHOOTING  - In the recent decision of Barrs v. Halton Regional Police Service, 2019 ONSC 4403, 

BLG was successful in having a plaintiff’s claim dismissed on a motion for summary judgment. The court concluded that 

the police defendants did not owe a duty of care to the plaintiff in relation to a shooting that injured the plaintiff on 

September 20, 2016. At the time of the shooting, the shooter was under surveillance by the police service for unrelated 

property crimes. Borden Ladner Gervais LLP - Canada August 7 2019 

http://www.mondaq.com/canada/x/835514/Crime/Court+Concludes+Police+Owed+No+Private+Law+Duty+Of+Care+To

+Victim+Of+Unexpected+Shooting 

 

 

 

 

 

https://www.estevanmercury.ca/opinion/columnists/a-tragic-cycle-with-no-end-in-sight-1.23909594
https://www.theglobeandmail.com/opinion/letters/article-aug-10-supreme-court-nomination-hearings-as-predictable-as-a/
https://www.theglobeandmail.com/opinion/letters/article-aug-9-gun-control-politics-plus-other-letters-to-the-editor/
https://www.theglobeandmail.com/opinion/letters/article-aug-8-target-handguns-with-a-ban-plus-other-letters-to-the-editor/
https://www.theglobeandmail.com/opinion/letters/article-aug-7-gun-violence-again-plus-other-letters-to-the-editor/
http://www.mondaq.com/canada/x/835514/Crime/Court+Concludes+Police+Owed+No+Private+Law+Duty+Of+Care+To+Victim+Of+Unexpected+Shooting
http://www.mondaq.com/canada/x/835514/Crime/Court+Concludes+Police+Owed+No+Private+Law+Duty+Of+Care+To+Victim+Of+Unexpected+Shooting
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POSTS FROM THE UNITED STATES & OTHER COUNTRIES 

 

WHAT THE DATA SAYS ABOUT GUN DEATHS IN THE U.S. 

• What share of U.S. gun deaths are murders and what share are suicides?: Though they tend to get less attention than gun-

related murders, suicides have long accounted for the majority of U.S. gun deaths. In 2017, six-in-ten gun-related deaths 

in the U.S. were suicides (23,854), while 37% were murders (14,542), according to the CDC. The remainder were 

unintentional (486), involved law enforcement (553) or had undetermined circumstances (338). 

• What share of all murders and suicides in the U.S. involve a gun?: Three-quarters of all U.S. murders in 2017 – 14,542 

out of 19,510 – involved a firearm. About half (51%) of all suicides that year – 23,854 out of 47,173 – involved a gun. 

BY JOHN GRAMLICH, Pew Research Centre - August 16, 2019 https://www.pewresearch.org/fact-

tank/2019/08/16/what-the-data-says-about-gun-deaths-in-the-u-s/ 

 

THE OUTDOOR WIRE - AUGUST 15, 2019 

STUDY ON INDOOR RANGE USE REVEALS NEW INSIGHTS INTO TARGET SHOOTER HABITS AND 

PREFERENCES Editor’s Note: Today’s feature position highlights a study of indoor range users. With this being 

National Shooting Sports Month, we are featuring insights into the shooting sports when breaking news coverage permits. 

https://www.theoutdoorwire.com/features/541baebf-d822-4100-a119-678cb131fed4  

 

PRESIDENT TRUMP ENTERS TALKS WITH DEMOCRATIC LAWMAKERS ON GUN CONTROL 

PACKAGE, WITH FOCUS ON STRONGER BACKGROUND CHECKS  

President Donald Trump reportedly had a positive phone call with Democratic Sen. Chris Murphy (Conn.) about the 

possibility of pursuing bipartisan gun control legislation, according to the New York Times. The conversation took place 

Sunday, and the two reportedly agreed to have their staffs convene along with the staffs of Sens. Patrick Toomey (R-Pa.) 

and Joe Manchin (D-W.Va.) to discuss legislation to create a more stringent background-check process for gun purchases. 

Unclear if red-flag laws are involved.  

By Arron Colen - August 14, 2019 

https://www.theblaze.com/news/trump-enters-talks-with-dem-lawmakers-on-gun-control 

 

UNIVERSAL BACKGROUND CHECKS REQUIRE GUN REGISTRATION 

This is the “loophole” that the Times, and the Brady Campaign, want to “close” even though the paper admits that “a 

stronger background check system most likely would not have prevented the massacres in Texas and Ohio.  

Written by  Bob Adelmann - Wednesday, 14 August 2019 

https://www.thenewamerican.com/usnews/crime/item/33128-universal-background-checks-require-gun-registration 

https://newsradiowrva.radio.com/blogs/jeff-katz/are-we-headed-national-gun-registration  

 

THE BATTLE TO SAVE GUN CONTROL BY DESTROYING IT 

Sometimes, the only way to fight a rogue Supreme Court is to surrender. The New York City licensing regime challenged 

in this case has since been superseded by a New York State law giving the plaintiffs the exact same relief they claim to 

seek from the courts. 

By Ian Millhiser - Aug 14, 2019 https://thinkprogress.org/the-battle-to-save-gun-control-by-destroying-it-d8e2c5419693/ 

https://www.oann.com/watch-scotus-to-hear-biggest-gun-rights-cases-since-2010/ 

 

2020 DEMS EMBRACE FEDERAL GUN BUYBACK PROGRAM IN WAKE OF MASS SHOOTINGS 

But the more moderate Democrats in the field are skeptical that such a program would even reduce gun deaths. 

https://www.pewresearch.org/fact-tank/2019/08/16/what-the-data-says-about-gun-deaths-in-the-u-s/
https://www.pewresearch.org/fact-tank/2019/08/16/what-the-data-says-about-gun-deaths-in-the-u-s/
https://www.theoutdoorwire.com/features/541baebf-d822-4100-a119-678cb131fed4
https://www.theblaze.com/news/trump-enters-talks-with-dem-lawmakers-on-gun-control
https://www.thenewamerican.com/usnews/crime/item/33128-universal-background-checks-require-gun-registration
https://newsradiowrva.radio.com/blogs/jeff-katz/are-we-headed-national-gun-registration
https://thinkprogress.org/the-battle-to-save-gun-control-by-destroying-it-d8e2c5419693/
https://www.oann.com/watch-scotus-to-hear-biggest-gun-rights-cases-since-2010/
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“When I was mayor, there were a couple of cities that did that and it wasn’t considered effective,” former Colorado Gov. 

John Hickenlooper, who served two terms as Denver mayor, told Fox News. Other candidates suggest they could support 

a voluntary -- but not a mandatory -- buyback. By Andrew Craft | Fox News - June 14, 2019 

https://www.foxnews.com/politics/2020-dems-split-on-gun-buyback-idea-in-wake-of-mass-shootings 

https://www.msnbc.com/morning-joe/watch/yang-proposes-personalized-guns-as-way-to-stem-violence-65911365902 

 

IN THE WAKE OF MORE MASS SHOOTINGS, IT’S TIME TO END ‘GUN FREE ZONES’ ON CAMPUS  

Currently, there are 12 states that respect a student’s right to carry a firearm on a public campus, with exceptions for 

certain campus buildings and events. While many students and faculty initially harbored concerns that such laws would 

lead to increased shootings and violence on campus, time has shown that campuses where students are allowed to carry 

actually sometimes experience decreases in violent crime. By John Patrick - August 13, 2019 

https://www.washingtonexaminer.com/opinion/in-the-wake-of-more-mass-shootings-its-time-to-end-gun-free-zones-on-

campus 

 

CHINESE POLICE DESTROY OVER 100,000 CONFISCATED ILLEGAL GUNS  

Chinese police have destroyed over 107,000 illegal guns, explosives and detonators in 154 cities across the country. On 

Monday morning, confiscated weapons were destroyed and melted in a steel plant furnace in Wuhan. 

The recent crackdown focuses on the online market and e-commerce platforms that still sell illegal weapons. The law has 

extended to air rifles, replica guns and toy pistols. By Katherine Chen, August 13, 2019  

https://www.thatsmags.com/china/post/29102/chinese-police-confiscate-and-destroy-107-000-guns 

 

HOW A TEXAS-BASED SMUGGLER SENT ‘WEAPONS OF WAR’ TO A MEXICAN DRUG CARTEL 

In the business of trafficking illegal guns to Mexico, Texas plays a major role. By Alexandra Hart - August 13, 2019 

https://www.texasstandard.org/stories/how-a-texas-based-smuggler-sent-weapons-of-war-to-a-mexican-drug-cartel/ 

 

10,000 ROUNDS OF AMMO AND 25 GUNS WERE SEIZED FROM A TEENAGER POSTING FAR-RIGHT 

MEMES ON IFUNNY AND DISCORD - Justin Olsen created a Discord server for his iFunny subscribers where he 

allegedly threatened to kill federal officers. By Ryan Broderick, BuzzFeed News Reporter - August 13, 2019 

https://www.buzzfeednews.com/article/ryanhatesthis/ammo-guns-seized-from-teen-radicalized-on-ifunny 

 

A CLOSER LOOK AT THE DANGERS OF RED FLAG LAWS  

Dershowitz asked, “How many law-abiding people are we prepared to deprive of guns to prevent even one mass 

shooting?” He asked, “Can the government deprive a citizen of a constitutional right based on a prediction?” He asked, “If 

the government can take your guns based on a prediction today, what will stop it from taking your liberty based on a 

prediction tomorrow?” These are not “far-fetched” concerns. He noted that the federal government, under a presidential 

executive order, “detained more than 100,000 Japanese-Americans during World War II based on wildly exaggerated 

predictions of sabotage.” Therefore, wrote Dershowitz, “We should be careful about denying individual rights based on 

questionable predictions.… When government starts taking away some rights in the interest of safety, all rights are at 

risk.” Written by  Bob Adelmann, The New American - August 13, 2019 

https://www.thenewamerican.com/usnews/constitution/item/33114-a-closer-look-at-the-dangers-of-red-flag-laws 

 

THE PROMISE AND PITFALLS OF UNIVERSAL BACKGROUND CHECKS  

But there’s at least a decent logical case that universal checks could make a difference, especially on the federal level, 

which is more than we can say for a lot of other anti-gun policies. And let’s face it: “Please make sure the person buying 

https://www.foxnews.com/politics/2020-dems-split-on-gun-buyback-idea-in-wake-of-mass-shootings
https://www.msnbc.com/morning-joe/watch/yang-proposes-personalized-guns-as-way-to-stem-violence-65911365902
https://www.washingtonexaminer.com/opinion/in-the-wake-of-more-mass-shootings-its-time-to-end-gun-free-zones-on-campus
https://www.washingtonexaminer.com/opinion/in-the-wake-of-more-mass-shootings-its-time-to-end-gun-free-zones-on-campus
https://www.thatsmags.com/china/post/29102/chinese-police-confiscate-and-destroy-107-000-guns
https://www.texasstandard.org/stories/how-a-texas-based-smuggler-sent-weapons-of-war-to-a-mexican-drug-cartel/
https://www.buzzfeednews.com/article/ryanhatesthis/ammo-guns-seized-from-teen-radicalized-on-ifunny
https://www.thenewamerican.com/usnews/constitution/item/33114-a-closer-look-at-the-dangers-of-red-flag-laws


 
 

12 
 

your gun is not a felon” is really not that much to ask. That’s the promise. There are also pitfalls. Here I’ll reproduce and 

update a list of questions about how to structure a background-check law that I first wrote in 2015. 

• How are we going to enforce this? 

• Which gun transfers require checks? 

• Are records kept? 

• Who keeps the records? 

• Who pays? 

By Robert VerBruggen, National Review - August 13, 2019 

https://www.nationalreview.com/2019/08/universal-background-checks-promises-pitfalls/ 

 

ISRAELI LESSONS FOR MASS SHOOTINGS  

There is no single metric that can determine the optimal strategy for harm prevention. But that does not stop the 

introduction of a vast number of ingenious approaches to solve the problem. Today, most of the proposed solutions are 

top-down. They seek to prevent violent individuals from getting their hands on guns, often forgetting that determined 

killers can resort to cars, bombs, and even knives. My approach is the opposite. Any mass killer is a random outlier whom 

it is rarely possible to identify in advance. I think that it is impossible to do anything more that will prevent these people, 

or indeed anyone else intent on wreaking havoc, from obtaining weapons. There must be an immediate reversal of current 

policy and the implementation of something similar to current Israeli practice, which states simply enough: “All off-Duty 

Combat Soldiers Must Carry Their Weapons.” The United States should adopt a similar policy, which applies to the 

military, police officers, and others who carry and use weapons as a routine part of their job. By Richard Epstein - August 

12, 2019 https://ricochet.com/661722/israeli-lessons-for-mass-shootings/ 

 

6 WAYS BILL CLINTON IS LYING ABOUT HIS ASSAULT WEAPONS ‘BAN’  

It depends on what the meaning of the word ‘ban’ is. By Mark Overstreet - August 12, 2019 

Mark Overstreet is a firearm instructor and author in central Texas. He retired in 2016 as the senior research coordinator 

of the National Rifle Association’s Institute for Legislative Action, after 25 years with the organization. He is also retired 

from the Army Reserve, after 23 years including duty as a combat cameraman in Iraq. His views do not necessarily reflect 

those of the NRA or the Department of Defense. He can be reached at Mark@PanoplyTactical.com  

https://thefederalist.com/2019/08/12/6-ways-bill-clinton-lying-assault-weapons-ban/ 

 

HOW DO WE DECREASE GUN-RELATED DEATHS? MAKE IT HARDER FOR 'HIGH-RISK' 

INDIVIDUALS TO BUY WEAPONS.  It's not about what guns people have. It's who has them.   

By Stephen Johnson - 12 August 2019 https://bigthink.com/politics-current-affairs/effectiveness-gun-laws 

 

FACT: THERE ARE 400 MILLION PRIVATELY OWNED GUNS IN THE U.S.  

More importantly, as the Centers for Disease Control and Prevention reported in 2013, almost all major studies on 

defensive gun uses have concluded that Americans use their firearms in defense of themselves or others between 500,000 

and 3 million times every year, far outpacing the number of times firearms are used to harm innocent people. By Amy 

Swearer, The National Interest - August 12, 2019 

https://nationalinterest.org/blog/buzz/fact-there-are-400-million-privately-owned-guns-us-72936 

 

THE OUTDOOR WIRE - AUGUST 12, 2019 

SURVIVING MASS ATTACKS: ADVICE FROM DR. GARY JACKSON 

By James A. Swan, Ph.D., P.O. Box 44426, Rio Rancho, NM 87174 

https://www.theoutdoorwire.com/features/ed91701e-7d76-4ff7-a8e0-775ad518cf75 

https://www.nationalreview.com/2019/08/universal-background-checks-promises-pitfalls/
https://ricochet.com/661722/israeli-lessons-for-mass-shootings/
mailto:Mark@PanoplyTactical.com
https://thefederalist.com/2019/08/12/6-ways-bill-clinton-lying-assault-weapons-ban/
https://bigthink.com/politics-current-affairs/effectiveness-gun-laws
https://nationalinterest.org/blog/buzz/fact-there-are-400-million-privately-owned-guns-us-72936
https://www.theoutdoorwire.com/features/ed91701e-7d76-4ff7-a8e0-775ad518cf75
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AUTHOR’S NOTE: As a person who works in the media and has worked on mental health and primary prevention for 

years, as the attacks have continued, I began to wonder if the media are reluctant to do much about educating people about 

how to cope with attacks and even curb them, as the research shows that mainstream media today is 10-17 times more 

negative and sensational than objective, and as Dr. Barry Glassner has written in his best-selling book The Culture of 

Fear, we live in the Information Age when were bombarded by fearful stories, which definitely have an effect on us. 

Joseph Pulitzer, who was responsible for setting up the Pulitzer Prize, really summed up the situation, when he said, "A 

cynical, mercenary, demagogic press will in time produce a people as base as itself." I hope this very basic advice from 

Dr. Jackson will save some lives and help us establish security and sanity in our modern lives.— James A. Swan, PhD. 

 

MORE THAN 10,000 GUNS SURRENDERED IN NEW ZEALAND BUYBACK  

"On March 15, the nation witnessed a terrorist attack that demonstrated the weakness of New Zealand's gun laws," Prime 

Minister Jacinda Ardern said at the time. "The guns used in this attack had the power to shoot continuously. The times for 

the easy availability of these weapons must end. And today, they will." By VOA News - August 12, 2019 

https://www.voanews.com/east-asia-pacific/more-10000-guns-surrendered-new-zealand-buyback 

https://www.cnn.com/2019/08/12/asia/new-zealand-firearms-christchurch-intl-hnk/index.html 

 

SEN. ELIZABETH WARREN PROPOSES TO REDUCE GUN VIOLENCE BY 80 PERCENT BY RAISING 

TAXES ON GUNS, AMMUNITION - In an interview on Saturday with NPR, the Democratic candidate for president 

expressed her goal to reduce gun violence in the U.S. by 80%, expressing that one of the ways to do this would be to raise 

taxes for gun producers by 20% on guns and 39% on ammunition. By Douglas Hook  dhook@masslive.com Updated Aug 

12, 2019 https://www.masslive.com/news/2019/08/sen-elizabeth-warren-proposes-to-reduce-gun-violence-by-80-percent-

by-raising-taxes-on-guns-ammunition.html 

https://www.washingtonexaminer.com/opinion/elizabeth-warrens-extraordinarily-authoritarian-gun-control-bill 

https://www.dailywire.com/news/50504/crime-prevention-research-centers-john-lott-frank-camp 

 

A BREAKDOWN OF GUN TERMINOLOGY TO HELP YOU IN DISCUSSIONS ON MASS SHOOTINGS AND 

DEBATES OVER GUN CONTROL - The language surrounding firearms can be tricky, and the gun lobby sometimes 

seeks to discredit gun control advocates by pointing to incorrect use of gun-related terminology. "Assault weapons," for 

example, is among the most divisive phrases in debates over gun control. By John Haltiwanger Aug. 12, 2019  

https://www.businessinsider.com/terms-to-know-about-guns-when-discussing-mass-shootings-2019-8 

https://www.redstate.com/darth641/2019/08/12/most-assault-rifles...aren’t./ 

 

THE HILL - IF DEMOCRATS WANT GUN CONTROL, THEY MUST FIRST CONCEDE DEFEAT 

"Insanity" is repeating the same course of action and expecting a different outcome. It’s time to end the madness. 

By Michael J. Stern, opinion contributor — 08/12/19 

https://thehill.com/opinion/criminal-justice/457088-if-democrats-want-gun-control-they-must-first-concede-defeat 

 

BIDEN WANTS TO BAN ‘WEAPONS OF WAR’; BUT WHY NOT THE MORE OFTEN USED 

SEMIAUTOMATIC HANDGUN? Looking at the data set from Mother Jones, which has compiled a comprehensive 

record of every mass shooting since 1982, the percentage of shootings in which the perpetrator used only rifles is 

significantly smaller than the percentage of shootings in which the perpetrator used only handguns. By Frank Camp, The 

Daily Wire - August 11, 2019 https://www.dailywire.com/news/50502/biden-wants-ban-weapons-war-why-not-more-

often-frank-camp 

 

 

https://www.voanews.com/east-asia-pacific/more-10000-guns-surrendered-new-zealand-buyback
https://www.cnn.com/2019/08/12/asia/new-zealand-firearms-christchurch-intl-hnk/index.html
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MASS KILLINGS VS. MASS SHOOTINGS 

The Washington Post explains that there is no direct relation between the number of firearms in circulation and the 

number of ordinary gun-related murders. It is sometimes argued that gun control can force rampage killers downward to 

knives, but there is nothing to prevent them from trading up to a deadly plan and a box of matches. Any strategy to reduce 

mass killings must consider psychological and network factors as much as object control (like banning knives).   The next 

Belmont Club post will examine the relationship between civilian weapons ownership and that other form of mass killing: 

extrajudicial killing. What can go wrong if civilians don't have weapons By Richard Fernandez August 11, 2019  

https://pjmedia.com/richardfernandez/mass-killings-vs-mass-shootings/ 

 

GUN SAFES MAY BE ON BALLOT      

Change would force owners to lock up their guns. A question proposed for the 2020 ballot would require gun owners to 

lock up their handguns, rifles, shotguns and ammunition in a “certified” safe. It would also hold gun owners legally 

responsible for "crimes committed by any person using unsecured weapons" taken from their home, vehicle or business. 

Kirby Boyce, a West Roxbury resident who filed the petition, said a spate of mass shootings, as well as murders involving 

stolen firearms, illustrate the need for tighter rules. By Christian M. Wade Statehouse Reporter - Aug 11, 2019  

https://www.salemnews.com/news/local_news/gun-safes-may-be-on-ballot/article_4d3c9201-b562-5299-bf09-

8ec44fe21715.html 

 

SWISS VOTERS APPROVE TIGHTER GUN LAWS, LINING UP WITH THE EU AND ANGERING 

FIREARMS ENTHUSIASTS - Jean-Luc Addor, a populist Swiss People‘s Party lawmaker from the southwestern 

Valais region, said adopting the EU directive would be ‘unjust, freedom-killing, useless, dangerous, and above all, anti-

Swiss.‘ ‘With no effect on the fight against terrorism, it will only hit honest, law-abiding citizens who possess legal 

weapons,‘ he wrote on his website. ‘It‘s the epitome of injustice.‘ By Easton Contributor on August 11, 2019 

https://eastoncaller.com/swiss-voters-approve-tighter-gun-laws-lining-up-with-the-eu-and-angering-firearms-

enthusiasts/159038/ 

 

THE SECOND AMENDMENT NO LONGER REASONABLE 

The Second Amendment must be repealed today, for the sake of future generations and to save yet-to-be victims of 

senseless gun violence. “Be the change you want to see” by contacting you senator and/or representative. Be proactive 

and demand that the Second Amendment be repealed. By Darryl D. Perry, retired chief of the Kauai Police Department - 

Sunday, August 11, 2019 https://www.thegardenisland.com/2019/08/11/opinion/the-second-amendment-no-longer-

reasonable/ 

 

RESHAPING OF FEDERAL COURTS CONCERNS GUN CONTROL SUPPORTERS 

Gun law advocates worry that the federal judiciary is becoming increasingly conservative under President Trump.  

By DON THOMPSON, Associated Press - August 10, 2019 

https://www.abc10.com/article/news/politics/reshaping-of-federal-courts-concerns-gun-control-supporters/103-0fc03e9b-

4000-4c3f-971f-aa8965e571f0 

 

7 REASONS TO OPPOSE RED FLAG GUNS LAWS 

Here are seven reasons red flag laws should be opposed, particularly at the federal level.  

Foundation for Economic Education - Saturday, August 10, 2019 

https://fee.org/articles/7-reasons-to-oppose-red-flag-guns-laws/ 

1. There’s No Evidence Red Flag Laws Reduce Gun Violence 

2. Congress Lacks the Authority  

https://pjmedia.com/richardfernandez/mass-killings-vs-mass-shootings/
https://www.salemnews.com/news/local_news/gun-safes-may-be-on-ballot/article_4d3c9201-b562-5299-bf09-8ec44fe21715.html
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https://eastoncaller.com/swiss-voters-approve-tighter-gun-laws-lining-up-with-the-eu-and-angering-firearms-enthusiasts/159038/
https://www.thegardenisland.com/2019/08/11/opinion/the-second-amendment-no-longer-reasonable/
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https://www.abc10.com/article/news/politics/reshaping-of-federal-courts-concerns-gun-control-supporters/103-0fc03e9b-4000-4c3f-971f-aa8965e571f0
https://www.abc10.com/article/news/politics/reshaping-of-federal-courts-concerns-gun-control-supporters/103-0fc03e9b-4000-4c3f-971f-aa8965e571f0
https://fee.org/articles/7-reasons-to-oppose-red-flag-guns-laws/
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3. We Have Federalism 

4. Red Flag Laws Violate Due Process 

5. Red Flag Laws Could Lead to More Violence 

6. It’s Not Just the “Mentally Ill” and Grave Threats Who Are Flagged 

7. They’re Basically Pre-Crime 

 

HANDGUN CARRY PERMIT HOLDER STOPS THREAT SUSPECT AT MISSOURI WALMART 

As happens over and over again, good guy with a gun averted a potential crisis. 

Crime Prevention Research Center - 10 Aug 2019 Video  

https://crimeresearch.org/2019/08/handgun-carry-permit-holder-stops-threat-suspect-at-missouri-walmart/ 

https://www.abc15.com/national/man-armed-with-body-armor-a-handgun-and-a-rifle-causes-panic-at-missouri-walmart 

 

FACEBOOK CONTINUES CENSORSHIP CRACKDOWN BY PURGING POLICE ACCOUNTABILITY 

PAGES - The organization goes on to note that not once did these pages encourage violence, seek to stoke divisions racial 

or otherwise, or perpetuate hatred toward police, but rather highlighted problematic police tactics, and proposed solutions 

to them. Updated 30.07.2019 https://sptnkne.ws/8PV7 

https://sputniknews.com/us/201907301076409256-police-monitoring-censored-facebook/ 

EXCERPT: “Simply reporting on police crimes has apparently become a violation in the eyes of Facebook. Unless we 

fight back in the form of sharing information deemed ‘wrong think’ by the censors, this problem will only continue to get 

worse. We must continue to alert our fellow humans to this censorship before it becomes the norm. We must use this 

recent purge as our Streisand moment and turn this massive and blatant act of censorship around as a tool to expose the 

tyrants behind it,” Free Thought Project concluded. 

 

OTHER ARTICLES ON ISSUES THAT MAY BE OF INTEREST 

 

QUOTE OF THE WEEK 

"It is a sad reminder that many in the media are not interested in journalism but progressive advocacy." 

-- Mollie Hemingway, American columnist, political commentator, author Source: Daily Caller, 18 July 2019  

https://dailycaller.com/2019/07/18/kavanaugh-book-media-silent/    

http://libertytree.ca/quotes/Mollie.Hemingway.Quote.D0C6  

 

ANDREW COYNE: THE DECEPTION IN THE SNC AFFAIR IS THE MOST TROUBLING ASPECT OF ALL 

This is not some junior clerk they were attempting to hoodwink. This was the chief law officer of Canada. It is this 

element of deception, as I said, that takes us into new territory. Whether or not the behaviour described amounted to an 

attempt to “obstruct, pervert or defeat the course of justice,” as proscribed under s. 139 (2) of the Criminal Code, it raises 

clear questions of breach of trust (s. 122). Public office holders are generally expected not to deceive one another (they are 

obliged under federal ethics guidelines to perform their official duties in a manner that “bears the closest scrutiny”) but to 

do so in the service of helping a private company evade prosecution on serious charges must surely invite the attention of 

law enforcement. Everyone involved in this black farce should be ashamed of themselves. A few should probably be 

hiring lawyers. By Andrew Coyne, National Post - August 16, 2019 

https://nationalpost.com/opinion/andrew-coyne-the-deception-in-the-snc-affair-is-the-most-troubling-aspect-of-all 

 

JOHN IVISON: PM'S DEFENCE TO ETHICS CZAR REVEALS HIS NASTY POLITICAL SIDE 

OTTAWA — Justin Trudeau has created an illusion of himself as a leader more noble and principled than the facts 

warrant. Few people have behaved more cynically in the past four years than this repeat offender prime minister.  

https://crimeresearch.org/2019/08/handgun-carry-permit-holder-stops-threat-suspect-at-missouri-walmart/
https://www.abc15.com/national/man-armed-with-body-armor-a-handgun-and-a-rifle-causes-panic-at-missouri-walmart
https://sptnkne.ws/8PV7
https://sputniknews.com/us/201907301076409256-police-monitoring-censored-facebook/
https://dailycaller.com/2019/07/18/kavanaugh-book-media-silent/
http://libertytree.ca/quotes/Mollie.Hemingway.Quote.D0C6
https://nationalpost.com/opinion/andrew-coyne-the-deception-in-the-snc-affair-is-the-most-troubling-aspect-of-all
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By JOHN IVISON, National Post - August 15, 2019  https://nationalpost.com/opinion/john-ivison-pms-defence-to-ethics-

czar-reveals-his-nasty-political-side 

 

ANDREW SCHEER CALLS ON LIBERAL MPS TO FURTHER PROBE SNC-LAVALIN AFFAIR 

MONCTON, N.B. — Conservative Leader Andrew Scheer is asking Liberal MPs on the House of Commons ethics 

committee to vote to continue the investigation into the SNC-Lavalin affair, after a scathing report found that the prime 

minister broke ethics law. THE CANADIAN PRESS Updated: August 16, 2019 

https://ottawacitizen.com/pmn/news-pmn/canada-news-pmn/andrew-scheer-calls-on-liberal-mps-to-further-probe-snc-

lavalin-affair/ 

 

CBC - 'I WOULD'VE LIKED, AS A CANADIAN, TO HAVE HEARD AN APOLOGY': JODY WILSON-

RAYBOULD ON TRUDEAU ETHICS REPORT 

'Canadians expect their politicians to make decisions based on integrity,' former justice minister tells CBC 

By Rhianna Schmunk · CBC News · Posted: Aug 15, 2019 

https://www.cbc.ca/news/canada/british-columbia/jody-wilson-raybould-justin-trudeau-ethics-report-apology-1.5248038 

https://globalnews.ca/video/5771854/jody-wilson-raybould-says-she-wouldve-hoped-trudeau-apologized-after-ethics-

commissioners-report-on-snc-lavalin 

https://bc.ctvnews.ca/q-a-jody-wilson-raybould-reacts-to-ethics-commissioner-s-snc-lavalin-report-1.4552201 

 

JUSTIN TRUDEAU STILL WON’T APOLOGIZE FOR HIS SNC MESS 

Contrary to the Prime Minister’s perspective, the report finds evidence of a Prime Minister pressing the attorney-general 

to come to the rescue of a corporation known to be friendly to the Liberals. Again, this is very serious. There can be no 

deflection of blame here; the buck stops with Mr. Trudeau. There’s an election around the corner. The voters hold the 

cards now. By LORI TURNBULL, SPECIAL TO THE GLOBE AND MAIL - PUBLISHED AUGUST 14, 2019 

https://www.theglobeandmail.com/opinion/article-justin-trudeau-still-wont-apologize-for-his-snc-mess/ 

 

GUNTER: DON'T EXPECT TRUDEAU TO OWN UP TO HIS MISTAKES 

Now Trudeau has the dubious distinction of being the first P.M. found guilty – twice! Imagine the shrieking if we were 

talking about Stephen Harper violating ethics laws. The Liberals and their media apparatchiks would be all over 

demanding the Conservative P.M. resign immediately. Will we see the same treatment for the Liberals? By LORNE 

GUNTER, London Free Press - Updated: August 14, 2019 

https://lfpress.com/opinion/columnists/gunter-dont-expect-trudeau-to-own-up-to-his-mistakes/wcm/6acaabd5-6da8-4432-

82ba-af307b9f30e1 

 

OTHER NEWS SITES 

 

LATEST NEWS FROM THE CSSA/CILA: http://cssa-cila.org/category/cssa-enews/  

Subscribe to CSSA News Alerts: http://cssa-cila.org/mailman/listinfo/cssa-cila-e-news_cssa-cila.org 

 

LATEST NEWS FROM THE NFA: http://new.nfa.ca/  

Subscribe to Daily NFA Media Reports: news@nfa.ca  

 

LATEST NEWS FROM JUSTICE FOR GUN OWNERS  

http://mailchi.mp/36033a2955cf/living-under-the-gun?e=bc1823b8e2  

 

CALIBRE MAGAZINE 

The Canadian Firearms Magazine 
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http://calibremag.ca/ 

 

CANADIAN OUTDOORSMAN MAGAZINE 

http://www.canadianoutdoorsman.net/#!/page_home 

 

OUTDOOR CANADA, OUTDOOR CANADA WEST 

www.outdoorcanada.ca 

 

THE GUN BLOG 

https://thegunblog.ca/  

 

LATEST NEWS FROM JOHN LOTT’S CRIME PREVENTION RESEARCH CENTRE 

http://crimeresearch.org/ 

 

CHRISTOPHER DI ARMANI 

christopher@diarmani.com 

 

JOHN ROBSON ONLINE 

True Canadian values in a complex world 

http://www.thejohnrobson.com/ 

 

LIBERTY QUOTES 

http://quotes.liberty-tree.ca/DailyQuotes 

 

CANADA IN THE ROUGH – FIND US ON TV 

http://www.canadaintherough.com/episodes-schedules/ 

 

THINK TANK OF ONE BY JOHN THOMPSON 

Issues related to organized violence and instability. 

https://thinktankofone.com/about/  
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