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POSTS FROM CANADA 

 

GLOBE LETTERS: THE DEADLIEST GUNS 

https://www.theglobeandmail.com/opinion/letters/article-march-30-if-it-smells-racist-plus-other-letters-to-the-editor/  

Re For A Ban On Canada’s Deadliest Guns (editorial, March 29): The design of semi-automatic, assault-style weapons 

permits mowing down as many people as possible, as fast as possible. If banning them stops even one mass shooting, it is 

worth it. Canada needs to get on with it. Brenda Johnson, Calgary 

....................................... 

Governments not wanting to be considered unsympathetic are quick to react to tragedy, especially if it enhances their 

electability. Not wanting to disappoint their base, they will table legislation which has little chance of preventing or 

mitigating the perceived problem. How did that work out for keeping drugs off the streets? Will even more gun laws 

really make a difference? Reno Rovinelli, Sudbury, Ont. 

 

CBC: SENATE TO FINISH BILL C-71 BEFORE BILL C-59 

Bill C-59, first introduced in 2017, proposes a major revamp of Canada's national security architecture. Privacy and civil 

liberties groups have attacked the bill, arguing it comes close to authorizing mass surveillance. "There's an ability to 

collect data that is publicly available, and 'publicly available' is defined in such a way that it could be interpreted to mean 

even information that's been hacked," said lawyer Meghan McDermott, who provides counsel to the B.C. Civil Liberties 

Association. The Senate national security committee will finish its work on the Liberal government's firearms bill first 

before turning to Bill C-59.  By Catharine Tunney · CBC News · Posted: Mar 30, 2019 

https://www.cbc.ca/news/politics/bill-c59-national-security-delays-senate-1.5073838 

 

PREECEVILLE YOUTH CADET COACH FOR TEAM SASKATCHEWAN 

Eric Prestie of the Preeceville Harvard 606 Air Cadet squadron was selected as the Cadet Coach for Team Saskatchewan 

at the 2019 Cadet Biathlon Nationals in Brookvale, Prince Edward Island from March 3 to 10.  

By Preeceville Progress - MARCH 30, 2019 https://www.preecevilleprogress.com/news/local-news/preeceville-youth-cadet-

coach-for-team-saskatchewwan-1.23773717 

 

 

LETTER: NO NEED FOR GUNS  

The only reason some people want to have guns is to go shoot at the range or to hurt someone, and neither reason is more 

important than protecting the lives of the innocent who get killed by these weapons. Let us ban all guns on P.E.I. 

By Ann Gallant, The Guardian - March 29, 2019 

https://www.theguardian.pe.ca/opinion/letter-to-the-editor/letter-no-need-for-guns-296090/ 

 

ALBERTA - FREEDOM CONSERVATIVE PARTY LEADER LOOKS TO LOOSEN RESTRICTIONS ON 

FIREARMS - Derek Fildebrandt, leader of the Freedom Conservative Party, is shooting for a brand new piece of 

legislation in Alberta that would give residents more rights and freedoms, including the ability to bear arms. His party 

announced on Friday that if elected, they would usher in an Alberta Constitution, a legal framework that would provide 
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more rights to residents, even beyond those in Canada’s Charter of Rights and Freedoms. “[It] would include rights to 

reasonable firearm ownership. Free speech as our most supreme right that can’t be overridden by other Charter issues. 

Rights to self-defence and defence of property and property rights itself,” he said in an interview with CTV News. “These 

are very important rights that have been excluded from the federal Charter and provinces have the right to their own 

Constitutions, so we’re calling for the creation of an Alberta Constitution.”  

By Michael Franklin, CTV Web Producer - March 29, 2019  

https://calgary.ctvnews.ca/freedom-conservative-party-leader-looks-to-loosen-restrictions-on-firearms-1.4358294 

 

FREE HUNTING AND FISHING IN SASKATCHEWAN FOR CANADIAN ARMED FORCES VETERANS 

The Saskatchewan government said on Thursday the province will provide free hunting and angling licences for veterans 

starting with the 2019-20 licensing year. It applies only to veterans who were honourably discharged and reside in 

Canada. By David Giles, Senior Web Producer, Global News - March 29, 2019 

https://globalnews.ca/news/5110028/free-hunting-fishing-saskatchewan-canadian-armed-forces-veterans/ 

 

PARKLAND SCHOOL SHOOTING SURVIVOR CALLS OUT CANADIAN GUN LOBBY FOR ACTING LIKE 

NRA - Jaclyn Corin, 18, a prominent advocate for gun control told an Ottawa crowd on Friday that the tactics she has 

observed from the NRA are similar to what is now being deployed by the Canadian Coalition for Firearms Rights against 

Dr. Najma Ahmed, a surgeon at St. Michael's Hospital in Toronto. By Carl Meyer in News | March 29, 2019 

https://www.nationalobserver.com/2019/03/29/news/parkland-school-shooting-survivor-calls-out-canadian-gun-lobby-acting-nra 

 

FOUR REPLICA HANDGUNS SEIZED BY CHILLIWACK RCMP AFTER RENTAL HOME VISIT 

It was March 20, when Mounties got the request to be there and keep the peace for the landlord at the rental home in the 

46000-block of Arbutus Avenue. When a handgun was spotted inside the home, the dwelling was quickly cordoned off by 

frontline officers. That evening, officers executed a search warrant at the residence. Four replica handguns were found 

along with ammunition, cellphones, cannabis, and property police believe to be linked to retail thefts.  

By PAUL HENDERSON - Mar. 29, 2019 

 https://www.theprogress.com/news/four-replica-handguns-seized-by-chilliwack-rcmp-after-rental-home-visit/ 

 

GLOBAL NEWS - EFFORT TO BAN HIGH-CAPACITY AMMUNITION IN CALIFORNIA BLOCKED BY 

JUDGE - High-capacity gun magazines will remain legal in California under a ruling Friday by a federal judge who cited 

home invasions where a woman used the extra bullets in her weapon to kill an attacker while in two other cases women 

without additional ammunition ran out of bullets. By Don Thompson, The Associated Press - March 29, 2019 

https://globalnews.ca/news/5113162/california-high-capacity-ammunition-ban-blocked/amp/ 

 

B.C. CONSERVATION OFFICERS SEIZE GUNS, AMMUNITION 

Conservation officers in Chetwynd seized two guns and various ammunition during a traffic stop in the Sukunka Valley 

earlier this week. Officers had initially stopped the pickup truck for littering on March 26 after a passenger was seen 

throwing a beer can out of the window,  according to conservation officer Murray Booth. Inside the truck were three 

people, two non-restricted firearms, and ammunition of various calibres. None of the passengers had a valid firearms 

licences. The firearms and ammunition are still being investigated and remain in possession of the Conservation Officer 

Service. Alaska Highway News - MARCH 28, 2019 https://www.alaskahighwaynews.ca/regional-news/conservation-

officers-seize-guns-ammunition-1.23774143 

 

SUPREME COURT STRESSES JAIL SHOULD BE ‘LAST RESORT’ FOR PEOPLE AWAITING TRIAL 

OTTAWA—Making an accused person wait in jail before trial should be the exception, not the rule, the Supreme Court of 

Canada says in a decision that affirms a key legal safeguard intended to ensure speedy justice. In a 9-0 ruling Thursday, 

https://calgary.ctvnews.ca/freedom-conservative-party-leader-looks-to-loosen-restrictions-on-firearms-1.4358294
https://globalnews.ca/news/5110028/free-hunting-fishing-saskatchewan-canadian-armed-forces-veterans/
https://www.nationalobserver.com/2019/03/29/news/parkland-school-shooting-survivor-calls-out-canadian-gun-lobby-acting-nra
https://www.theprogress.com/news/four-replica-handguns-seized-by-chilliwack-rcmp-after-rental-home-visit/
https://globalnews.ca/news/5113162/california-high-capacity-ammunition-ban-blocked/amp/
https://www.alaskahighwaynews.ca/regional-news/conservation-officers-seize-guns-ammunition-1.23774143
https://www.alaskahighwaynews.ca/regional-news/conservation-officers-seize-guns-ammunition-1.23774143


 
 

3 
 

the high court said people accused of crimes are automatically entitled to a review of their detention under specific 

provisions of the Criminal Code. By Jim Bronskill, The Canadian Press - Thu., March 28, 2019 

https://www.thestar.com/news/canada/2019/03/28/supreme-court-stresses-jail-should-be-last-resort-for-people-awaiting-trial.html 

 

BRAMPTON COUNCIL REJECTS CASH-FOR-GUNS SCHEME IN FAVOUR OF ADDRESSING ‘ROOT 

CAUSES’ - Peel police Chief Chris McCord told councillors he had no evidence to show that incentives for turning in 

unwanted guns were effective. He also noted the police service is not allowed to use its funds to pay for guns during the 

planned amnesty in May. By Pam Douglas, Brampton Guardian - Thu., March 28, 2019 

https://www.thestar.com/news/gta/2019/03/28/brampton-council-rejects-cash-for-guns-scheme-in-favour-of-addressing-

root-causes.html 

 

FEDERAL POLITICS: AS LIBERAL SUPPORT BLEEDS TO OTHER PARTIES, CPC VOTE STAYS SOLID 

Trudeau’s favourability among the public continues to sink alongside Liberal fortunes. The Conservatives capture 37 per 

cent of the decided and leaning vote – essentially unchanged from where they stood last month – but it is the governing 

Liberals who have dropped three points to 28 per cent as the SNC-Lavalin affair has remained in the headlines. The 

principal beneficiaries of this decline in Liberal support appear to be the New Democratic Party and smaller parties, 

including the Green Party and the People’s Party of Canada. 

Angus Reid Global Public Affairs March 28, 2019 http://angusreid.org/federal-issues-mar2019/ 

 

BIATHALON - KENORA'S TIM WEHNER TAKES SILVER IN WHISTLER 

Kenora's Tim Wehner is in Whistler this week competing at the Biathlon Canada National Championships and North 

American Biathlon Championships. There are 180 biathletes from across Canada and North America are competing the 

competitions this week. Written by Rikki Watson - March 28, 2019 

https://kenoraonline.com/local-sports/kenora-s-tim-wehner-takes-silver-in-whistler 

 

ANTIQUES: HISTORIC PISTOL FORMATIVE IN CANADIAN AND AMERICAN HISTORY 

This is a rare American Army flintlock pistol identified as a ‘Simeon North M1811 Army.’ It uses a stone or other 

sparking material in the clamp/hammer which ignites the powder charge expelling the projectile. There were 606 of these 

guns produced by Simeon North and they had a very high attrition rate making them very scarce today.  

By JOHN D. SEWELL, Ottawa Citizen - Updated: March 28, 2019 

https://ottawacitizen.com/life/homes/antiques-historic-pistol-formative-in-canadian-and-american-history 

 

PUBLIC SAFETY CANADA RELEASES 191 OF 220 PAGES ON BILL BLAIR’S BAN HANDGUNS AND 

ASSAULT WEAPONS CONSULTATIONS 

Public Safety Canada ATIP Response dated March 18, 2019 Received by Dennis R. Young on March 27, 2019 

https://dennisryoung.ca/2019/03/29/released-191-pages-of-bill-blairs-ban-handguns-consultations/ 

 

TORIES BLAME LIBERALS FOR FEDERAL SPENDING ON LAS VEGAS ARMS SHOW 

Canada’s armed forces, the RCMP and the Canada Border Services agency spent a total of $158,000 to send 42 

employees to what’s billed as the biggest small arms show in the world last January. In a written question in the 

Commons, B.C. Conservative MP Todd Doherty asked for expenditure details about federal employees who were “sent” 

to the annual SHOT Show in Las Vegas, Nev. “It is unacceptable that Justin Trudeau’s government sent dozens of public 

servants and spent hundreds of thousands of taxpayers’ dollars to attend a conference in Las Vegas,” Clancy’s email said. 

“This is yet again another example of Justin Trudeau’s lack of respect for Canadian taxpayer dollars,” Clancy quoted 

Paul-Hus as saying. By Tim Naumetz. Published on Mar 26, 2019 

https://ipolitics.ca/2019/03/26/tories-blame-liberals-for-federal-spending-on-las-vegas-arms-show/ 
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JASON KENNEY ANNOUNCES UCP RURAL CRIME STRATEGY 

United Conservative Party’s Jason Kenney promised to embark upon the rising crime rates in Alberta. Kenney spoke in 

Lac Ste. Anne County on the rise of crime in rural and none rural communities on Wednesday. He said UCP would invest 

$10 million to hire 50 new prosecutors and support staff in hopes to ensure persecutors get the time needed to keep 

criminals off the streets. “They are essential to the proper functioning of our justice system,” said Kenney. “Our 

prosecutors are not able to keep up with the work load in front of them, which is one of the reasons they are ending up 

dropping cases and letting repeat offenders go scot-free.” UCP also plans to increase funding by $20 million over four 

years to the Alberta Enforcement Response Teams (ALERT). He said ALERT does not have the resources needed to 

fulfill their job duties. By IAN KUCERAK, Edmonton Journal - Updated: March 27, 2019 

https://edmontonjournal.com/news/local-news/watch-jason-kenney-announces-ucp-rural-crime-strategy 

https://www.cbc.ca/news/canada/edmonton/kenney-unveils-crime-strategy-1.5073795 

https://www.mayerthorpefreelancer.com/news/local-news/jason-kenney-speaks-on-rising-crime-issue-in-alberta 

 

RCMP FIREARMS PROGRAM COMMENTS ON NOTICE ABOUT QUEBEC REGISTRY 

TheGunBlog.ca — The following is a comment by the Royal Canadian Mounted Police about how it works with 

provincial authorities on licensing firearm owners and registering their guns. TheGunBlog.ca asked the Ottawa-based 

federal agency for information after it published a notice on its website related to Quebec’s provincial gun registry. 

THEGUNBLOG.CA - MARCH 27, 2019 

https://thegunblog.ca/2019/03/27/rcmp-firearms-program-comments-on-notice-about-quebec-registry/ 

 

CANADIAN GUN CONTROL ADVOCATES RAMP UP PRESSURE AFTER CHRISTCHURCH 

“The government of New Zealand has swiftly and responsibly responded to the atrocities…by almost immediately 

committing to ban the type of weapons that facilitate such extreme violence,” Natalie Provost told CBC News. Provost is 

a survivor of the 1989 gun massacre at École Polytechnique in Montreal in which 14 women were shot and killed. 

Provost’s view was echoed by Heidi Rathjen, a coordinator with the gun control group PolySeSouvient, in a CBC 

interview. Possession of fully automatic firearms is prohibited in Canada, any would-be gun owner must submit to a 

background check and Canadians must register restricted firearms, including handguns, with police. By Terry Haig, Radio 

Canada International With files from CBC - Tuesday 26 March, 2019  2 Comments 

http://www.rcinet.ca/en/2019/03/26/canadian-gun-control-advocates-ramp-up-pressure-after-christchurch/ 

https://www.huffingtonpost.ca/heidi-rathjen/new-zealand-gun-ban-canada_a_23698838/ 

 

THE STAR - TRUDEAU MUST FOLLOW ARDERN’S LEAD ON GUN CONTROL 

Yet here in Canada, 29 years after Polytechnique, 12 years after Dawson, four years after the murder of three Moncton 

RCMP officers and two years after our own massacre at a mosque in Quebec City — all of which were committed with 

legal handguns or assault rifles — the Liberal government is still dithering on what to do about these weapons. This, 

despite having run and won a majority government on the basis of an election promise to “take action to get handguns and 

assault weapons off our streets.” What is the Trudeau government waiting for? Are six dead, five injured and 25 

traumatized witnesses, including children, in less than two minutes with a legally acquired weapon, not enough reason to 

act? How many more summits, consultations and internal debates does this government need in order to take action 

regarding weapons of war available to ordinary Canadians? The government also is aware of the growing phenomenon of 

militia-type organizations in Canada that use legal assault-type weapons to carry out military exercises in order to prepare 

for some delusional “war” against their perceived enemies. This should be a national emergency. Yet all Canadians have 

gotten so far are delays, excuses and diversions. 

By Nathalie Provost, Boufeldja Benabdallah, Heidi Rathjen - Toronto Star - Tues., March 26, 2019 

https://www.thestar.com/opinion/contributors/2019/03/26/trudeau-must-follow-arderns-lead-on-gun-control.html 
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GLOBE EDITORIAL: AFTER CHRISTCHURCH, DOES CANADA NEED TOUGHER GUN LAWS? 

All this to say that there are a lot of guns in Canada, including military-style semi-automatic rifles. Their magazine size is 

limited under the law, but a determined person can easily get around that. Canada’s gun-control system is not a sham. It 

works. But could it work better? We’ll look at this in more detail, later this week. UPDATED MARCH 26, 2019 - 22 

COMMENTS https://www.theglobeandmail.com/opinion/editorials/article-globe-editorial-after-christchurch-does-

canada-need-tougher-gun-laws/ 

 

ONTARIO'S GUNS AND GANGS STRATEGY PHASE TWO INITIATIVES 

Ontario's Government continues to put people at the centre of its commitment to public safety by committing $16.4 

million to fight gun crime and gang activities over the next two years for initiatives that boost local crime prevention, 

enforcement and prosecution. Enforcement and prosecution become more effective at combatting guns and gangs when 

combined with prevention and intervention initiatives that promote alternatives to gangs and prevent violent offending 

before it starts. Taking a comprehensive approach to community safety, Ontario's strategy will combat guns and gangs on 

all fronts. March 26, 2019 10:00 A.M. - Ministry of the Attorney General 

https://news.ontario.ca/mag/en/2019/03/ontarios-guns-and-gangs-strategy-phase-two-initiatives.html 

 

‘LET’S HAVE A FIREARMS-FREE CANADA,’ SENATOR DALPHOND SAYS 

TheGunBlog.ca — Canadian Senator Pierre Dalphond said today “Let’s have a firearms-free Canada,” joining a growing 

group of politicians seeking to criminalize honest citizens and confiscate their property. This was Dalphond’s fourth 

Twitter post in the past week attacking the freedom and culture of millions of men and women and calling for their guns 

to be taken away. THEGUNBLOG.CA - MARCH 26, 2019 

https://thegunblog.ca/2019/03/26/lets-have-a-firearms-free-canada-senator-dalphond-says/ 

 

CBC - OTTAWA UNDER PRESSURE TO TIGHTEN GUN LAWS AFTER SWIFT ACTION IN NEW 

ZEALAND - Liberal government's firearms-related legislation, Bill C-71, now before the Senate. "My bottom line is that 

Bill C-71 is a small step in the right direction but we need a lot more if we're going to significantly reduce homicides, not 

just gun-related homicides, but all homicides in Canada," said Irvin Waller, a professor emeritus of criminology at the 

University of Ottawa. "I am, frankly, shocked by my own statistics. If you look at the G7 countries and don't include the 

United States, Canada is the prize winner [with the most homicides]. There's been a major shift in Canada over those 40 

years to less criminal use of long guns and in the last 10 years a rapid increase in the criminal use of handguns. Bill C-71 

does not address the issue of handguns in any major way." By John Paul Tasker · CBC News · Posted: Mar 26, 2019 

https://www.cbc.ca/news/politics/tasker-ottawa-gun-control-pressure-1.5070589 

 

PROPOSED HANDGUN BAN WON’T REDUCE CRIME, SAYS MWF 

With Ottawa currently considering a ban on handguns and so-called assault weapons in the country, any such move would 

be misguided and do nothing to reduce gun violence. That’s the position of the Manitoba Wildlife Federation, says the 

group’s communications and marketing manager Noel Linsey. “It’s not really driving what the government claims it is 

trying to do, which is lower illegal gun violence,” Linsey says of the possible ban. “What they’re doing is targeting lawful 

gun owners in Canada.” By Bob Sexton, Outdoor Canada - MARCH 26, 2019 

https://www.outdoorcanada.ca/proposed-handgun-ban-wont-reduce-crime-says-mwf/ 

 

CBC - AUSTRALIAN PM ACCUSES ONE NATION PARTY OF TRYING TO SELL GUN LAWS TO 

'HIGHEST BIDDERS' - Australia's prime minister on Tuesday accused an influential minor political party of trying to 

"sell Australia's gun laws to the highest bidders" by asking the U.S. gun lobby for donations. Prime Minister Scott 

Morrison was responding to an Al Jazeera documentary that reported One Nation party officials Steve Dickson and James 
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Ashby flew to the United States for meetings with pro-gun interests, including the National Rifle Association and political 

donors Koch Industries, in September last year, seeking money to undermine Australian gun laws. The Associated Press · 

Posted: Mar 26, 2019 https://www.cbc.ca/news/world/australia-pm-accuses-rival-party-sell-gun-laws-nra-1.5071514 

 

THE HILL TIMES - RURAL LIBERAL CHAIR SAYS HE’S PUTTING HIS FAITH IN BLAIR AS GUN BAN 

DECISION LOOMS - Liberal MPs from rural swing ridings have expressed concern in the past that their government's 

gun control agenda could cost them their seat. The chair of the Liberal rural caucus, Francis Drouin, said a handgun ban 

would be an 'issue' in his riding, but he trusts Organized Crime Minister Bill Blair to make the right decision.  

By PETER MAZEREEUW - MAR. 25, 2019 https://www.hilltimes.com/2019/03/25/rural-liberal-chair-puts-his-faith-in-

blair-as-gun-ban-decision-looms/193581 

 

PROVINCE ANNOUNCES SECOND YEAR OF GUN AMNESTY PROGRAM 

RCMP Chief Supt. Alfredo Bangloy,"Any firearm we can remove from the streets of Saskatchewan is one less firearm 

that can potentially be used for a dangerous purpose." But turning guns into the police isn’t the only option for people 

with unwanted firearms. The Saskatchewan Wildlife Federation (SWF) also has a year-round collection program called 

Guns for Habitat, which takes in unwanted guns and then resells them, with the profits going toward buying land for 

wildlife habitat in the province. Darren Newberry, the SWF’s habitat land co-ordinator, said this program gives people 

another option if they don’t want to turn their guns over to police. “When they’re donated to us, the money is turned 

around and put into a good cause … Otherwise, when they’re turned in to police they’re most likely disposed of,” he said. 

By LYNN GIESBRECHT, REGINA LEADER-POST - Updated: March 25, 2019 

https://leaderpost.com/news/saskatchewan/province-announces-second-year-of-gun-amnesty-program 

 

‘PROJECT WIDE AWAKE’: HOW THE RCMP WATCHES YOU ON SOCIAL MEDIA 

Exclusive: How police are using new software to expand surveillance of citizens’ activities. The existence of Project Wide 

Awake has never been reported. And The Tyee investigation revealed that the RCMP has moved from a “reactive” 

approach — analyzing specific social media accounts as part of a criminal investigation — to a “proactive approach,” 

which the RCMP said aims to “help detect and prevent a crime before it occurs.”  

By Bryan Carney Today | TheTyee.ca - MARCH 25, 2019 https://thetyee.ca/News/2019/03/25/Project-Wide-

Awake/?utm_source=daily&utm_medium=email&utm_campaign=250319 

 

MARCH 24, 2019 UPDATE: WHERE IS THE EVIDENCE CANADA’S GUN CONTROL PROGRAMS ARE 

WORKING? https://dennisryoung.ca/2019/03/24/march-24-2019-update-where-is-the-evidence/  

New Research added to this update by Dennis R. Young - March 24, 2019 

• March 19, 2019 - RCMP Report: 4,298 Firearms Registered Without Serial Numbers 

• March 18, 2019 - MP Brad Trost's Four Order Paper Questions Re: Firearms Program Effectiveness 

• March 16, 2019 -  'Experts' Ignore Facts When It Comes To Gun Control In Canada 

• March 6, 2019 - RCMP Does Not Define 'Crime Guns' - RCMP Does Define 'Crime Guns' 

• March 15, 2019 - Firearms Reported By ‘Public Service Agencies’ By Province For 2016 And 2017  

• March 12, 2019 - RCMP 'Unable To Locate Records' Firearms 'Used' In Crime 

• March 11, 2019 - Treasury Board Needs 340 Days To Process ATIP Request For Firearms Program Cost-Benefit 

Analyses 

• March 9, 2019 - Guns In Federal Departments & Agencies 

• March 3, 2019 - Canadian Firearms Program: RCMP Report On Licensing And Registration Errors For 2017  

• March 1, 2019 - No ‘Evidence’ To Support Bill C-71 ATT Amendments 

• February 25, 2019 - Ontario: Number & Location Of CFO  ‘Designated Firearms Officers’ 

https://www.cbc.ca/news/world/australia-pm-accuses-rival-party-sell-gun-laws-nra-1.5071514
https://www.hilltimes.com/2019/03/25/rural-liberal-chair-puts-his-faith-in-blair-as-gun-ban-decision-looms/193581
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https://thetyee.ca/News/2019/03/25/Project-Wide-Awake/?utm_source=daily&utm_medium=email&utm_campaign=250319
https://thetyee.ca/News/2019/03/25/Project-Wide-Awake/?utm_source=daily&utm_medium=email&utm_campaign=250319
https://dennisryoung.ca/2019/03/24/march-24-2019-update-where-is-the-evidence/
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• February 18, 2019 - Presentation On Lack Of Evidence Supporting Bill C-71 To The Senate Committee On National 

Security And Defence 

 

CTV - NEW ZEALAND TO PROBE ROLE OF SPIES, GUNS IN MOSQUE ATTACKS 

Prime Minister Jacinda Ardern announced Monday that it would hold a Royal Commission of Inquiry, the country's 

highest form of investigation. Her Cabinet had previously agreed on holding an inquiry, but had not decided what level of 

investigation. She said royal commissions are usually reserved for matters of the gravest public importance and that was 

clearly appropriate in this case. She said the exact terms of the inquiry, including its duration, would be finalized over the 

next two weeks. "In short, the inquiry will look at what could have or should have been done to prevent the attack," 

Ardern said. "It will inquire into the individual and his activities before the terrorist attack, including, of course, a look at 

agencies."  By Nick Perry, The Associated Press - Sunday, March 24, 2019 

https://www.ctvnews.ca/world/new-zealand-to-probe-role-of-spies-guns-in-mosque-attacks-1.4350127 

 

CRITICS QUESTION OTTAWA’S ONLINE SURVEY THAT FOUND STRONG OPPOSITION TO GUN 

LIMITS  - Critics of a federal government online questionnaire on gun control say it suffered from vague questions and 

manipulation after results showed at least three-quarters of responses oppose new limits on access to handguns and assault 

weapons. According to documents released under Access to Information legislation, the government received 134,917 

responses to the multiple-choice portion of the survey, with the vast majority registering opposition to any kind of new 

restrictions on Canadian gun owners. Just over 76 per cent of responses were “no” to a question asking whether more 

should “be done to limit access to assault weapons.” A comparable share, 80 per cent, said nothing more should be done 

to “limit access to handguns.” By PATRICK WHITE  AND TOM CARDOSO, Globe and Mail - UPDATED MARCH 

24, 2019 https://www.theglobeandmail.com/canada/article-critics-question-ottawas-online-survey-that-found-strong-

opposition/ 

 

LETTER: PUSHING FOR MORE GUN LAWS IS POINTLESS 

EXCERPT: And these new laws, if enacted, will do absolutely nothing to cut down on crime. It’s already illegal to shoot 

people in Canada isn’t it? As for it being “bizarre” to be armed for self defence, who would rather be hiding unarmed 

while some lunatic was shooting at them? In closing, this world has become a very dangerous place, with attacks being 

made with any number of different things, not just guns. Guns are inanimate objects that can do nothing without a human 

operator, just like vehicles, knives etc. So give it a rest. Canada and New Zealand already have all the gun laws they need. 

If some idiot wants to do harm, they will find a way. They always do. By Scott Manning - The Telegram - March 23, 

2019 https://www.thetelegram.com/opinion/letter-to-the-editor/letter-pushing-for-more-gun-laws-is-pointless-294334/ 

 

AFTER NEW ZEALAND MASSACRE, WE MUST STOP IGNORING THE IDEA THAT LEADS TO 

TERRORIST MURDER - As the Austrian terrorism researcher Julia Ebner writes in her book The Rage: The Vicious 

Circle of Islamist and Far Right Extremism, “both the far right and Islamist extremists use narratives that victimize their 

in-group and demonize the defined out-group, resulting in a worldview that frames everything through the lens of two 

inherently opposed homogeneous blocs … they use the same plot of an imminent or ongoing war between those two 

fronts.” They are circles of very similar young men, hearing a very similar idea, often from the same sources. And we’ve 

given them far too much rhetorical ammunition. By Doug Saunders, Globe and Mail - MARCH 22, 2019 

https://www.theglobeandmail.com/opinion/article-after-new-zealand-massacre-we-must-stop-ignoring-the-idea-that-leads/ 

 

ISLAMOPHOBIA AFTER NEW ZEALAND: EVERYONE WANTS TO POLITICIZE IT 

Like it or not, the Muslim world faces challenges today that the Western world does not. Extremists are responsible for 

major jihadi attacks not just against the West but also in the Philippines, Nigeria and other non-Western nations. Some 

countries impose the death penalty for gays and blasphemers. Unlike in the West, the radicalization of young men is not a 

https://www.ctvnews.ca/world/new-zealand-to-probe-role-of-spies-guns-in-mosque-attacks-1.4350127
https://www.theglobeandmail.com/canada/article-critics-question-ottawas-online-survey-that-found-strong-opposition/
https://www.theglobeandmail.com/canada/article-critics-question-ottawas-online-survey-that-found-strong-opposition/
https://www.thetelegram.com/opinion/letter-to-the-editor/letter-pushing-for-more-gun-laws-is-pointless-294334/
https://www.theglobeandmail.com/opinion/article-after-new-zealand-massacre-we-must-stop-ignoring-the-idea-that-leads/
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fringe phenomenon. As for the suspected shooter in New Zealand, his ideology appears to be a jumble of Islamophobia, 

“ecofascism” (as he calls it) and several other big but incoherent ideas. “The nation with the closest political and social 

values to my own is the People’s Republic of China,” he wrote in his manifesto.  

By Margaret Wente, Globe and Mail - MARCH 21, 2019 

https://www.theglobeandmail.com/opinion/article-islamophobia-after-new-zealand-everyone-wants-to-politicize-it/ 

 

GUN CONTROL STILL A KEY ISSUE FOR CENTRE-LEFT VOTERS 

New polling data suggests that Canadians who support the Liberals and NDP believe more should be done to strengthen 

gun control in Canada. By David Rodier, Elliott Gauthier - March 9, 2018 

http://policyoptions.irpp.org/magazines/march-2018/gun-control-still-a-key-issue-for-centre-left-voters/ 

 

POSTS FROM THE UNITED STATES & OTHER COUNTRIES 

 

AUSTRALIA’S GUN LAWS ARE NOT AS STRICT AS THEY SHOULD BE 

Many Aussies are proud of strict gun laws introduced by former PM John Howard, but they’re actually much weaker than 

they should be.  

EXCERPT: Ms Patterson also disputes that Australia’s gun laws have been weakened. She said the National Firearms 

Agreement was not a national law, it was simply an agreement signed by the states to provide a baseline regulatory 

framework. “Each state and territory is responsible for the implementation and enactment,” she said. “Because it is 

implemented by the states according to the wishes of their own communities, there are variations. This is just a natural 

part of the political system we operate in.” However, Prof Alpers said the recent shooting in New Zealand that killed 50 

people raised the question of whether the shooter, who was actually an Australian, chose Christchurch because of its 

weaker gun laws. “That perpetrator could never have got those firearms in Australia,” he said. 

By Charis Chang, NEWS.COM.AU - March 30, 2019 

https://www.news.com.au/national/politics/australias-gun-laws-are-not-as-strict-as-they-should-be/news-

story/c07512fae54e9ec2fbeac4c2765fef5d 

 

A MAGAZINE BAN IS A GUN BAN 

FEDERAL COURT STRIKES DOWN CALIFORNIA’S GUN MAGAZINE BAN 

California – -(AmmoLand.com)- Today, a federal district court issued a decision permanently enjoining California from 

enforcing its restrictions on standard capacity magazines capable of holding more than 10 rounds. This monumental 

victory comes in the NRA and CRPA supported lawsuit titled Duncan v. Becerra, which challenges all of California’s 

laws banning so-called “large-capacity” magazines. In issuing its decision, the court notes that “[c]onstitutional rights 

stand through time holding fast through the ebb and flow of current controversy,” and that governments cannot turn 

“millions of responsible, law-abiding people trying to protect themselves into criminals” for simply exercising their 

Second Amendment rights. Posted on March 29, 2019 by Ammoland https://www.ammoland.com/2019/03/nra-crpa-win-

federal-court-strikes-down-californias-gun-magazine-ban/#axzz5jfGWIac0 

 

UNRAVELING NEW YORK’S GUN CONTROL MAZE 

New York City’s handgun laws are a case study of the strange and often contradictory thinking of the nation’s most 

fervent gun control advocates. The system is designed to make obtaining the license necessary to acquire and own 

handguns as difficult and expensive as possible for the ordinary applicant.  

By Chris W. Cox, NRA-ILA Exec. Director - Friday, March 29, 2019 

https://www.americas1stfreedom.org/articles/2019/3/29/unraveling-new-york-s-gun-control-maze/ 

 

https://www.theglobeandmail.com/opinion/article-islamophobia-after-new-zealand-everyone-wants-to-politicize-it/
http://policyoptions.irpp.org/magazines/march-2018/gun-control-still-a-key-issue-for-centre-left-voters/
https://www.news.com.au/national/politics/australias-gun-laws-are-not-as-strict-as-they-should-be/news-story/c07512fae54e9ec2fbeac4c2765fef5d
https://www.news.com.au/national/politics/australias-gun-laws-are-not-as-strict-as-they-should-be/news-story/c07512fae54e9ec2fbeac4c2765fef5d
https://www.ammoland.com/2019/03/nra-crpa-win-federal-court-strikes-down-californias-gun-magazine-ban/#axzz5jfGWIac0
https://www.ammoland.com/2019/03/nra-crpa-win-federal-court-strikes-down-californias-gun-magazine-ban/#axzz5jfGWIac0
https://www.americas1stfreedom.org/articles/2019/3/29/unraveling-new-york-s-gun-control-maze/
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SHERIFFS ARE STANDING WITH THE SECOND AMENDMENT. HERE’S HOW A GUN CONTROL 

GROUP IS GOING AFTER THEM - An anti-gun group has made its next move in the developing saga surrounding the 

phenomenon of Second Amendment “sanctuary” jurisdictions around the country. The Washington, D.C.-based Brady 

Campaign, a national gun control organization, sent out public information requests earlier this week to New Mexico 

sheriffs who say they won’t enforce the state’s new gun control laws. By Nate Madden · March 29, 2019   

https://www.conservativereview.com/news/sheriffs-standing-second-amendment-heres-gun-control-group-going/ 

 

CNN - NEW ZEALAND GUN LAWS: 11,000 SIGN PETITION OPPOSING PROPOSED CHANGES 

"We are law-abiding citizens who have jumped through all their hurdles and abide by all their laws, but we are being 

labeled as untrustworthy criminals," he said. "None of us pulled the trigger, but we are the ones being punished." 

"It feels like the whole country is turning on us ... We are supposed to be in a democracy." Council of Licensed Firearms 

Owners spokesperson Nicole McKee has also said the government is moving too quickly.  

By Julia Hollingsworth, CNN - Fri March 29, 2019  

https://www.cnn.com/2019/03/29/asia/new-zealand-guns-intl/index.html 

 

THE MOST EFFECTIVE GUN-CONTROL LAWS TARGET WHO BUYS GUNS—NOT WHICH GUNS THEY 

BUY - New research suggests that state-level gun regulations, including universal background checks, can have 

appreciable effects in lowering homicide rates. "It appears that laws that regulate the 'what' [what guns/products are 

allowed on the market] do not have much of an impact on overall population homicide," lead author Dr. Michael Siegel of 

the Boston University School of Public Health writes in a "roadmap for policymakers" that accompanies the study. "In 

contrast, laws that regulate the 'who' [who has legal access to firearms] may have an appreciable impact on firearm 

homicide, especially if access is restricted specifically to ... people who have a history of violence, or represent an 

imminent threat of violence." By TOM JACOBS - March 29, 2019 https://psmag.com/news/controlling-who-gets-access-

to-guns-matters-more-than-controlling-which-guns-they-get-access-to 

 

SWISS GUN TRADITION IN THE CROSSFIRE 

Members of the Swiss militia army can continue to take part in the mandatory target shooting competition with standard-

issue assault rifles. But others have to apply for a special permit if voters approve the amended gun law in line with EU 

regulations. By Urs Geiser, and Sonia Fenazzi - MARCH 28, 2019 

https://www.swissinfo.ch/eng/directdemocracy/vote-may-19--2019_swiss-gun-tradition-in-the-crossfire/44851870  

 

MEET AMERICA'S BIGGEST MACHINE-GUN ENTHUSIASTS 

The Big Sandy Shoot bills itself as "the largest machine-gun shoot in the world" and has been taking place for the past 

nine years between the towns of Wikieup and Kingman, Arizona, near the Big Sandy River. The most dedicated 

attendees, who bring their own weapons, spend $275 to rent an RV campsite along the quarter-mile-long firing range for 

the full three-day event; others can test-fire a gun from the range's arsenal of AK-47s, M16s, Thompson submachine guns, 

Uzis, and tripod-mounted .50-caliber Browning machine guns. Each year, an estimated 3.5 million rounds of ammunition 

are fired during the event. MICHAEL HARDY - MARCH 27, 2019 

https://www.wired.com/story/machine-gun-enthusiast-gallery/ 

 

GRANBURY HIGH SCHOOL RECAPTURES PRECISION TITLE AT 2019 JROTC NATIONAL AIR RIFLE 

CHAMPIONSHIP - ANNISTON, Ala. – Defending National Champions, the Granbury High School Marine Corps 

JROTC program athletes, arrived at the 2019 JROTC National Three-Position Championship, March 21-23, ready to 

reclaim their roles at the top of the podium. By Ashley Brugnone, CMP Writer - March 27, 2019 

https://thecmp.org/granbury-high-school-recaptures-precision-title-at-2019-jrotc-national-air-rifle-championship/ 

https://www.conservativereview.com/news/sheriffs-standing-second-amendment-heres-gun-control-group-going/
https://www.cnn.com/2019/03/29/asia/new-zealand-guns-intl/index.html
https://psmag.com/news/controlling-who-gets-access-to-guns-matters-more-than-controlling-which-guns-they-get-access-to
https://psmag.com/news/controlling-who-gets-access-to-guns-matters-more-than-controlling-which-guns-they-get-access-to
https://www.swissinfo.ch/eng/directdemocracy/vote-may-19--2019_swiss-gun-tradition-in-the-crossfire/44851870
https://www.wired.com/story/machine-gun-enthusiast-gallery/
https://thecmp.org/granbury-high-school-recaptures-precision-title-at-2019-jrotc-national-air-rifle-championship/
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“RED FLAG” LAWS MUST FULLY RESPECT DUE PROCESS 

Colorado constitutional scholar David Kopel today testified before the U.S. Senate Committee on the Judiciary on 

implementation of “Red Flag” gun confiscation laws in the states.  Several U.S. senators, including Committee Chair 

Lindsey Graham, are exploring the idea of giving federal grants to states to implement such laws. Kopel is research 

director at the Independence Institute*, a free market think tank in Denver, and adjunct professor of constitutional law at 

Denver University’s Sturm College of Law. “My testimony will urge that funding be given only to states that fully respect 

due process. Which definitely does not include Colorado’s HB 1177,” said Kopel. March 26, 2019 By Mike Krause 

https://pagetwo.completecolorado.com/2019/03/26/colorados-dave-kopel-testifies-at-u-s-senate-hearing-on-red-flag-laws-

in-the-states/ 

 

COMMENT:  Canada's 'Red Flag Law is called the Firearms Interest Police (FIP) Database. 

https://dennisryoung.ca/2019/03/18/mp-brad-trosts-four-order-paper-questions-march-18-2018/ 

 

TOP 10 COUNTRIES WITH THE HIGHEST CIVILIAN GUN OWNERSHIP IN THE WORLD 

Another example is Japan, where there is less than one gun per 100 people. The country witnesses almost no shootings, 

with close to zero firearm deaths per 100,000 people. Japan has a strict process that acts as a barrier to gun ownership. The 

country allows only air rifles and shotguns. If you want to own a gun, you have to attend lessons, undergo mental health 

and background checks, pass a written test and a shooting-rate test. by Vikas Shukla - MARCH 27, 2019 

https://www.valuewalk.com/2019/03/top-10-countries-civilian-gun-ownership/ 

10- Iceland (31.7 firearms per 100 people) 

9- Lebanon (31.9 firearms per 100 people) 

8- Finland (32.4 firearms per 100 people) 

7- Cyprus (34.0 firearms per 100 people) 

6- Uruguay (34.7 firearms per 100 people) 

5- Canada (34.7 firearms per 100 people) 

4- Serbia (39.1 firearms per 100 people) 

3- Montenegro (39.1 firearms per 100 people) 

2- Yemen (52.8 firearms per 100 people) 

1- United States of America (120.5 firearms per 100 people) 

 

THE OUTDOOR WIRE - MARCH 26, 2019 

BEAR DEN STUDY DEMONSTRATES THE CONSERVATION CONTRIBUTIONS OF AMERICA'S 

FIREARMS INDUSTRY 

Just about 40 years ago Maryland listed black bears as a state endangered species because populations dwindled low due 

to encroachment and habitat loss. By 1985, bears recovered enough they were again listed as a game species and in 2004, 

the state held its first bear hunt in 51 years. Black bears are now found in Maryland’s four western counties, more than 

2,000 at the state’s last population estimate, with sightings across the state. It’s a “recolonization” success story as bears 

reclaim the habitat they once roamed. It’s also verification of how the firearms and ammunition industry has helped North 

American wildlife recover to some of the healthiest levels on record. By Mark Oliva, National Shooting Sports 

Foundation (NSSF) https://www.theoutdoorwire.com/features/2267949e-59ea-49a8-a193-cd98fb7c5e09 

 

CNN - UNLICENSED DEALERS PROVIDE A FLOW OF WEAPONS TO THOSE WHO SHOULDN'T HAVE 

THEM, CNN INVESTIGATION FINDS - As disgraced former police officer Richard Wince awaited sentencing last 

year for illegal gun dealing, his lawyer told the judge Wince had already learned a hard lesson and asked that his client 

receive probation. The prosecutor, however, pressed for prison time. Wince—as a cop—should have known better than 

https://pagetwo.completecolorado.com/2019/03/26/colorados-dave-kopel-testifies-at-u-s-senate-hearing-on-red-flag-laws-in-the-states/
https://pagetwo.completecolorado.com/2019/03/26/colorados-dave-kopel-testifies-at-u-s-senate-hearing-on-red-flag-laws-in-the-states/
https://dennisryoung.ca/2019/03/18/mp-brad-trosts-four-order-paper-questions-march-18-2018/
https://www.valuewalk.com/2019/03/top-10-countries-civilian-gun-ownership/
https://www.theoutdoorwire.com/features/2267949e-59ea-49a8-a193-cd98fb7c5e09
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anyone the risks associated with his black-market gun sales, he argued. By Scott Glover, CNN Investigates. Additional 

reporting by Drew Griffin, Scott Bronstein, and Jose Pagliery - Mon March 25, 2019 - Part 2 in a series on unlicensed gun 

dealing. https://www.cnn.com/2019/03/25/us/unlicensed-gun-dealers-law-invs/index.html 

 

PART 1 - ONE GUN’S PATH TO DESTRUCTION 

They were a farming family, a young hothead, and an aspiring engineer with nothing in common – except a weapon that 

reached the San Francisco streets through unlicensed gun dealing. By Scott Glover, CNN Investigates. Additional reporting 

by Drew Griffin, Scott Bronstein, and Jose Pagliery - THURSDAY, MARCH 21, 2019 

https://www.cnn.com/interactive/2019/03/us/unlicensed-gun-dealers-invs/index.html 

 

NZ FEDERATED FARMERS SUPPORTS TOUGHENING UP ON FIREARMS 

“This will not be popular among some of our members but after a week of intense debate and careful consideration by our 

elected representatives and staff, we believe this is the only practicable solution,” Feds Rural Security spokesperson Miles 

Anderson says. “We are trying to tread a responsible path. The wrong guns can’t be allowed to get into the wrong hands.” 

Our message to our members is to remember that at least this way, responsible gun owners are going to be recognised for 

being law-abiding, safety conscious and skilled, Miles says. “We agree with the Government there is no need for military 

style semiautomatic rifles in general public ownership. We also support the move to prohibit general access to, and 

possession of, detachable large capacity magazines for semiautomatic firearms.” By The Daily Blog - March 24, 2019  

https://thedailyblog.co.nz/2019/03/24/federated-farmers-supports-toughening-up-on-firearms/ 

MORE US SCHOOL-AGE CHILDREN DIE FROM GUNS THAN ON-DUTY US POLICE OR GLOBAL 

MILITARY FATALITIES, STUDY FINDS - Gun deaths of school-age children in the United States have increased at 

an alarming rate, with 38,942 fatalities among 5- to 18-year-olds from 1999 to 2017, according to a new study by Florida 

Atlantic University’s Schmidt College of Medicine. BY CNN WIRE - MARCH 22, 2019 

https://wtvr.com/2019/03/22/more-us-school-age-children-die-from-guns-than-on-duty-us-police-or-global-military-

fatalities-study-finds/ 

 

JUDGE TOSSES GUN CONTROL LAW, RULES THAT TOWN CANNOT ENACT BAN 

In a victory for gun rights advocates, an Illinois judge has thrown out an assault weapons ban that was imposed by a 

suburban Chicago community. Lake County Circuit Court Judge Luis Berrones ruled Friday that the village of Deerfield 

had no authority to impose the ban and issued a permanent injunction to stop its enforcement, the Chicago Tribune 

reported. By Jack Davis  Published March 23, 2019 

https://www.westernjournal.com/judge-tosses-gun-control-law-rules-town-cannot-enact-

ban/?utm_source=Email&utm_medium=CTBreaking&utm_campaign=wj-breaking&utm_content=conservative-tribune 

 

JOHN LOTT JR.: PENNSYLVANIA GUN REGISTRY WASTE OF MONEY, RESOURCES 

Instead of wasting money and precious police time on a gun registry that won’t solve crime, Pennsylvania should get rid 

of the program that we already have and spend our resources on programs that matter. Traditional policing works, and we 

should all be concerned that this bill will keep even more officers from important duties.  

By John Lott Jr. - The Tribune-Review - Saturday, March 23, 2019 

https://triblive.com/opinion/john-lott-jr-pa-gun-registry-waste-of-money-resources/ 

 

GUN CONTROL: LESSONS FROM THE EAST 

The government must find a way to work around USA’s Second Amendment and place stricter laws in relation with gun-

ownership. By Devika Khandelwal - March 23, 2019  

https://moderndiplomacy.eu/2019/03/23/gun-control-lessons-from-the-east/ 

 

https://www.cnn.com/2019/03/25/us/unlicensed-gun-dealers-law-invs/index.html
https://www.cnn.com/interactive/2019/03/us/unlicensed-gun-dealers-invs/index.html
https://thedailyblog.co.nz/2019/03/24/federated-farmers-supports-toughening-up-on-firearms/
https://wtvr.com/2019/03/22/more-us-school-age-children-die-from-guns-than-on-duty-us-police-or-global-military-fatalities-study-finds/
https://wtvr.com/2019/03/22/more-us-school-age-children-die-from-guns-than-on-duty-us-police-or-global-military-fatalities-study-finds/
https://www.westernjournal.com/judge-tosses-gun-control-law-rules-town-cannot-enact-ban/?utm_source=Email&utm_medium=CTBreaking&utm_campaign=wj-breaking&utm_content=conservative-tribune
https://www.westernjournal.com/judge-tosses-gun-control-law-rules-town-cannot-enact-ban/?utm_source=Email&utm_medium=CTBreaking&utm_campaign=wj-breaking&utm_content=conservative-tribune
https://triblive.com/opinion/john-lott-jr-pa-gun-registry-waste-of-money-resources/
https://moderndiplomacy.eu/2019/03/23/gun-control-lessons-from-the-east/
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NO-KNOCK WARRANTS PUT CITIZENS AND POLICE IN HARM’S WAY 

So-called “no-knock” search warrants — a tool used with increasing frequency since the 2001 USA PATRIOT Act 

greatly expanded their availability — have proved extremely dangerous to civilians on the receiving end of such actions.  

A scandal involving the use of such a warrant earlier this year in Houston, Texas, however, illustrates just how dangerous 

these situations can be to everyone involved, including the law enforcement officers executing such warrants; especially if 

undertaken with little or no regard for truth or accountability. By Bob Barr |Posted: Mar 20, 2019 

https://townhall.com/columnists/bobbarr/2019/03/20/noknock-warrants-put-citizens-and--police-in-harms-way-n2543388 

 

MEDIA CALLS THE NEW ZEALAND SHOOTER ‘RIGHT-WING’ 

The media wants to call anyone who is a racist a “right-wing” extremist. Here is Dr. John Lott’s take on the mass public 

shooting in New Zealand. 

EXCERPT: The killer’s lengthy manifesto has proven that he is a Pro-Trump Right-Extremist… No wait, he is a Pro-

Socialist Environmental-Leftist… No wait…his goal was to pit every side against the other. He’s succeeding and lived to 

both bask in glory and be glorified by those who will model their plots on his rather than “old hat” mass killings like 

Columbine, Newtown or Parkland. He is a diabolical psychopath that spent years devising a mass killing that went live-

stream to the social media. He was the event actor, the reporter, the editor, producer and publisher/broadcaster. The first 

Socially Engineered Mass Killing. By John Lott, Crime Prevention Research Center - March 18, 2019 

https://crimeresearch.org/2019/03/at-townhall-media-calls-the-new-zealand-shooter-right-wing/ 

 

DO RED FLAG LAWS SAVE LIVES OR REDUCE CRIME? 

Dr. John Lott and Professor Carl Moody have new research on the Red Flag Laws/Extreme Risk Protective Orders. 

Abstract: Red flag laws had no significant effect on murder, suicide, the number of people killed in mass public shootings, 

robbery, aggravated assault, or burglary. There is some evidence that rape rates rise. These laws apparently do not save 

lives. The information needed to replicate tables and robustness checks for paper is available here.  

Crime Prevention Research Centre - 20 JAN 2019   

https://crimeresearch.org/2019/01/new-research-on-red-flag-laws-do-red-flag-laws-save-lives-or-reduce-crime/ 

 

OTHER POSTS THAT MAY BE OF INTEREST 

 

ANDREW COYNE: WILSON-RAYBOULD RECORDING BRINGS SNC-LAVALIN AFFAIR CRASHING 

BACK TO REALITY - There is no ‘middle ground’ on prosecutorial independence. It is settled constitutional law, 

absolute and inviolable. No matter what good reasons the PM might think he has. 

By Andrew Coyne, National Post - March 29, 2019 https://nationalpost.com/opinion/andrew-coyne-wilson-raybould-

recording-brings-snc-lavalin-affair-crashing-back-to-reality?video_autoplay=true 

 

FUREY: WILSON-RAYBOULD'S CREDIBILITY SKYROCKETS WITH DAMNING AUDIO 

Wilson-Raybould, offering her own analysis at the end of her notes, makes it clear what’s been motivating her all along: 

“The real issues engaged by this matter – the issues that will inform what type of Canada we want to live in and pass onto 

the next generations – are not, ultimately, about how things are ‘experienced’, caucus dynamics, political ambitions, poll 

numbers, ‘erosion of trust’ or the role of social media. Rather, the substantive issues raised by this matter are about 

prosecutorial independence, the rule of the law, and certain processes and institutions of our system of democracy.” There 

is no scheming or manipulation here. This is an experienced legal mind talking about the integrity of the justice system. 

By Anthony Furey, Toronto Sun - March 29, 2019 

https://torontosun.com/opinion/columnists/furey-wilson-rayboulds-credibility-skyrockets-with-damning-audio 

 

 

https://townhall.com/columnists/bobbarr/2019/03/20/noknock-warrants-put-citizens-and--police-in-harms-way-n2543388
https://crimeresearch.org/2019/03/at-townhall-media-calls-the-new-zealand-shooter-right-wing/
https://crimeresearch.org/2019/01/new-research-on-red-flag-laws-do-red-flag-laws-save-lives-or-reduce-crime/
https://nationalpost.com/opinion/andrew-coyne-wilson-raybould-recording-brings-snc-lavalin-affair-crashing-back-to-reality?video_autoplay=true
https://nationalpost.com/opinion/andrew-coyne-wilson-raybould-recording-brings-snc-lavalin-affair-crashing-back-to-reality?video_autoplay=true
https://torontosun.com/opinion/columnists/furey-wilson-rayboulds-credibility-skyrockets-with-damning-audio
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LILLEY: JWR HAS EVIDENCE, TRUDEAU HAS CRUMBLING STORIES 

Several times she raised that issue, the integrity of the PM, or protecting him from making a bad decision, but Wernick 

pressed on. Now the PM’s reputation, like that of Wernick’s, has taken a beating over this file. For weeks now polls have 

shown Canadians believe Wilson-Raybould over Trudeau by a margin of two to one or greater. This latest release of 

documents will only hurt him and bolster her case. He should have let her speak.  

By Brian Lilley, Toronto Sun - March 29, 2019 

https://torontosun.com/opinion/columnists/lilley-jwr-has-evidence-trudeau-has-crumbling-stories 

 

CHRIS SELLEY: IF JODY WILSON-RAYBOULD WAS NAÏVE, SO WERE MANY OF US 

The PMO seemed not to understand how pressuring the Attorney General to open her 'legal toolbox' could possibly 

threaten prosecutorial independence By Chris Selley, National Post - March 29, 2019 

https://nationalpost.com/opinion/chris-selley-if-jody-wilson-raybould-was-naive-so-were-many-of-

us?video_autoplay=true 

 

LILLEY: TRUDEAU BLOCKS JUSTICE AGAIN 

What is the next low Trudeau will stoop to in order to keep Canadians from finding out the truth? 

Ny Brian Lilley, Toronto Sun - March 27, 2019 

https://torontosun.com/opinion/columnists/lilley-trudeau-blocks-again 

 

TRUDEAU'S CREDIBILITY ISSUE 

Regarding the credibility of Trudeau, the examples cited above bring to mind the Common Law principle, “Falsus in uno, 

falsus in omnibus” – False in one thing, false in everything. 

By Charles Shaver, The Guardian - March 27, 2019 Charles S. Shaver is an Ottawa-based physician who graduated from 

Princeton University and Johns Hopkins School of Medicine. 

https://www.theguardian.pe.ca/opinion/editorials/opinion-trudeaus-credibility-issue-295440/ 

 

GUNTER: THE LATEST LAVSCAM EXCUSE IS ILLOGICAL AND UNBELIEVABLE 

My god, the Trudeau Liberals just can’t stop slashing their own wrists over Lavscam. They are now insisting her 

demotion had nothing whatever to do with her refusal to cave to prime ministerial pressure over a sweetheart legal deal 

for SNC-Lavalin. Rather, the new story goes, the prime minister was unhappy with Wilson-Raybould’s recommendation 

of a judge to fill a vacancy on the Supreme Court — two years ago! By Lorne Gunter, Toronto Sun - March 26, 2019 

https://torontosun.com/opinion/columnists/gunter-the-latest-lavscam-excuse-is-illogical-and-unbelievable 

 

WHY FAKE NEWS WON’T PREVAIL: THANK GEN Z 

Gen Zs look around to verify what’s going on. This is amazing news. The catastrophic-disaster industry is fond of creating 

big, unverifiable boogeymen that simple observation can’t disprove (or prove): there is a huge wad of plastic garbage in 

the ocean that is killing fish and marine animals, that polar bears are on the brink of extinction, that Canadian fossil fuels 

aren’t environmentally responsible but oil from odious regimes such as Saudi Arabia, Venezuela and Algeria is just fine? 

All wrong. And what are the social engineers’ solutions to these mythical tragedies? Big government. Huge expenditures 

of money. All coming from high taxes. More government control means less independence and freedom. Well, Gen Zs 

don’t see these among their top-10 problems, probably because if there is a huge wad of plastic in the Pacific twice the 

size of Texas (as reported by NPR and many others citing a lone-source NGO called Algalita), NASA hasn’t found it. 

That’s with all NASA’s satellite imagery from space. Even the hyperbolic environmental extremists at National 

Geographic acknowledged that while the name Great Pacific Garbage Patch may conjure an image of a floating island of 

debris, the actual garbage patch itself was difficult to see. (Snopes.com)  

https://torontosun.com/opinion/columnists/lilley-jwr-has-evidence-trudeau-has-crumbling-stories
https://nationalpost.com/opinion/chris-selley-if-jody-wilson-raybould-was-naive-so-were-many-of-us?video_autoplay=true
https://nationalpost.com/opinion/chris-selley-if-jody-wilson-raybould-was-naive-so-were-many-of-us?video_autoplay=true
https://torontosun.com/opinion/columnists/lilley-trudeau-blocks-again
https://www.theguardian.pe.ca/opinion/editorials/opinion-trudeaus-credibility-issue-295440/
https://torontosun.com/opinion/columnists/gunter-the-latest-lavscam-excuse-is-illogical-and-unbelievable
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By JOAN CROCKATT, Calgary Herald - Updated: March 26, 2019 

https://calgaryherald.com/opinion/columnists/opinion-why-fake-news-wont-prevail-thank-gen-z 

 

GUNTER: IT'S TIME TO GIVE HOUSE OF COMMONS COMMITTEES SOME TEETH 

Canadians now have to hope federal ethics commissioner Mario Dion gets to the bottom of Lavscam or the RCMP opens 

an investigation. But independent committees wouldn’t have to sit around waiting for either of those to happen. 

By Lorne Gunter, Toronto Sun - March 23, 2019 

https://torontosun.com/opinion/columnists/gunter-its-time-to-give-house-of-commons-committees-some-teeth 

 

GOLDSTEIN: TRUDEAU CAN’T GIVE A STRAIGHT ANSWER ON LAVSCAM 

The prime minister keeps saying things that simply aren’t true. 

By Lorrie Goldstein, Toronto Sun - March 23, 2019 

https://torontosun.com/opinion/columnists/goldstein-trudeau-cant-give-a-straight-answer-on-lavscam 

 

GUEST COLUMN: TIME TO SHRINK ENVIRONMENT CANADA'S MANDATE 

In the modern era, and especially after the anthropogenic global warming (AGW) deception appeared on the scene in the 

1980s, all normal meteorology and climatology effectively ended. The deliberately narrow and premeditated science of 

the UN Intergovernmental Panel on Climate Change (IPCC) focuses only on human causes of change. This eliminated 

natural causes, including solar and major planetary mechanisms.  Most of the people now working at weather agencies 

throughout the world were educated during the post-IPCC era of the last 30 years. Worse, they all work for government 

agencies that comprise and appoint the IPCC. It is a truly incestuous system. Environment Canada is a member of the 

IPCC and contributed to the assembly of 100-plus computer models that make the IPCC forecasts. All the forecasts are 

wrong and the Canadian model forecasts are the worst. By Dr. Tim Ball is an environmental consultant and former 

climatology professor at the University of Winnipeg. Tom Harris is executive director of the Ottawa-based International 

Climate Science Coalition. Toronto Sun - March 23, 2019 https://torontosun.com/opinion/columnists/guest-column-time-

to-shrink-environment-canadas-mandate 

 

WARREN: TRUDEAU NEEDS TO GET THIS MUTINY UNDER CONTROL 

Respond to their accusations with an equally fulsome disclosure. Explain to Canadians what you did and why you did it 

— honestly and completely. Go to the Liberal caucus and have a vote of confidence. If Trudeau has the confidence of 

caucus, kick the mutineers out immediately. Then prepare to face the voters as the ultimate judge and jury this October in 

a fair fight with the opposition. By Jim Warren, Toronto Sun - March 23, 2019 - Jim Warren is a Liberal strategist who 

worked for former Ontario premier Dalton McGuinty and Toronto mayor Mel Lastman. 

https://torontosun.com/opinion/columnists/warren-trudeau-needs-to-get-this-mutiny-under-control 

 

REX MURPHY: THE LIBERALS ARE NOW AT THE EDGE OF A CLIFF 

Unless Philpott is a fully-bleached liar, a dark trickster of utterly malignant intent, she has said things which simply 

cannot be passed by. By Rex Murphy, National Post - March 22, 2019 

https://nationalpost.com/opinion/rex-murphy-the-liberals-are-now-at-the-edge-of-a-cliff 

 

GLOBE EDITORIAL: THE SNC-LAVALIN SAGA WON’T END UNTIL THE WHOLE STORY COMES OUT 

Finally, there’s the fact the government shut down the hearings this week at a point where it believes it can still argue that 

the affair amounts to nothing more than reasonable people disagreeing about what constitutes political pressure. In doing 

so, the Liberals are refusing to let Ms. Wilson-Raybould testify about what happened when she was demoted and then 

https://calgaryherald.com/opinion/columnists/opinion-why-fake-news-wont-prevail-thank-gen-z
https://torontosun.com/opinion/columnists/gunter-its-time-to-give-house-of-commons-committees-some-teeth
https://torontosun.com/opinion/columnists/goldstein-trudeau-cant-give-a-straight-answer-on-lavscam
https://torontosun.com/opinion/columnists/guest-column-time-to-shrink-environment-canadas-mandate
https://torontosun.com/opinion/columnists/guest-column-time-to-shrink-environment-canadas-mandate
https://torontosun.com/opinion/columnists/warren-trudeau-needs-to-get-this-mutiny-under-control
https://nationalpost.com/opinion/rex-murphy-the-liberals-are-now-at-the-edge-of-a-cliff
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subsequently resigned. If it has nothing to hide, the government should reopen the hearings. It should not get to decide 

unilaterally that the public has heard enough, and that it is time to move on. GLOBE AND MAIL - MARCH 22, 2019 

https://www.theglobeandmail.com/opinion/editorials/article-globe-editorial-the-snc-lavalin-saga-wont-end-until-the-whole-story/ 

 

WHY THE PARIS AGREEMENT IS DOOMED TO FAIL - PART II 

The Climate Discussion Nexus is a group of concerned Canadians who believe more information about climate science 

and policy debates will lead to better decisions. 

Climate Discussion Nexus -v21 Mar 2019 

https://climatediscussionnexus.com/?mc_cid=6cbc5ee131&mc_eid=9d6fe17616 
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