
 

 

HOW MUCH DOES IT COST TAXPAYERS  

TO PROCESS AUTHORIZATIONS TO TRANSPORT FIREARMS? 

By a Concerned Taxpayer and Member of the CSSA 

Hi Dennis, I looked at the information on your page:  

ONTARIO CFO AUTHORIZATION TO TRANSPORT FIREARMS STATISTICS 2010-2017 
https://dennisryoung.ca/2018/05/24/ontario-cfo-authorization-transport-firearms-statistics-2010-2017 

 

I found it incredulous that the CFO’s response to your question, #6, regarding the average cost to process and 

issue an ATT, was supposedly misunderstood.  It is beyond obvious that you know that there is no fee charged 

to process an ATT and that your inquiry was about the actual administrative costs for a CFO staff member to 

process the ATT.  People are employed to do this task and you wanted to know what that costs the taxpayers.   

 

LET'S TAKE A GUESS AT THE TOTAL ANNUAL COSTS: 

 

1. If the number of ATTs issued over 8 years is 244,902, let's divide that by the 8 years to get an average of 

30,612 ATTs issued per year in Ontario.    

2. Let's assume that the administrator handling the request is at a salary level (including benefits) of 

$65,000 per year and that that person takes 10 minutes to process the average ATT (I think that figure 

might be low, but let's go with it).  So, that person's hourly pay is equivalent to $31.25.  Now, 30,612 

ATTs times ten minutes is 300,612 minutes which equals 5102 hours.  Multiply that figure by $31.25 

per hour and we see that the cost to taxpayers is possibly $159,437.50.  Based on 10 minutes to process, 

and a salary of $65,000 per year, we are looking at an average cost of, say, $5.21 per ATT issued.   

3. However, there could be other costs on top of that -- consider that they used to mail these out; so, in 

those instances, add about $2.00 for each ATT printed and mailed.  If the handling time is greater than 

estimated, or if more than one staff member is involved in the processing, we could easily see these 

figures double. 

 

DENNIS’ NOTE:  If anyone has anything to add to this analysis of these ATT processing costs while we’re 

waiting for a more intelligent response from the Ontario CFO, please pass them on to me at: 

dennisryoung@telus.net 

 

COMPLAINT FILED WITH ONTARIO INFORMATION COMMISSIONER – MAY 25, 2018 

https://dennisryoung.ca/file/2018/06/Ontario-Info-Comm-Complaint-CFO-FOIP-A-2018-01728-May-25-2018.pdf  
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