
 
FIVE YEARS LATER, SUN MEDIA’S QUESTIONS TO NATIONAL DEFENCE (DND) ABOUT SOLDIER’S 

INVOLVEMENT IN HIGH RIVER FIREARMS SEIZURES REMAIN UNANSWERED 

By Dennis R. Young, May 4, 2018 

BACKGROUND NOTE 

 

On June 21, 2013, the Minister of National Defence and the Chief of Defence Staff gave direct orders to the Canadian 

Armed Forces personnel deployed in Alberta for flood assistance “NOT TO ENGAGE IN LAW ENFORMEMENT 

ACTIVITIES.”  The soldiers deployed in High River disobeyed these direct orders and helped the RCMP to kick in doors, 

search homes and seize firearms.  The Department of National Defence denied this at the time, failed to answer the 

questions asked by Sun Media, failed to provide the full story to Parliament in response to written questions by an MP and 

only after years of filing Access to Information Act requests have they admitted the truth.  Unfortunately, no commanders 

have been held accountable for the soldier’s actions and no disciplinary action has been disclosed to date. The most recent 

information disclosed by the Department of National Defence is provided below. 

 

Latest Dept. of National Defence response to Access to Information Act request – April 24, 2018 
https://dennisryoung.ca/wp-content/uploads/2018/05/DND-ATIP-High-River-ALEA-Corrective-Measures-A-2016-02455-Apr-24-2018.pdf 

 

JUNE 28, 2013 - HIGH RIVER: SUN MEDIA ASKS DND THE TOUGH QUESTIONS (PDF page 47) 

 

Yesterday, the reporter learned that RCMP officers, with the assistance of CF personnel, entered homes in High River, 

AB. RCMP officers apparently seized guns found in those homes. As this is an ongoing story the reporter is covering 

newspapers, Web sites, and TV news network.  

1) What kind of orders or instructions where CF personnel given for this operation? 

2) Did CF personnel enter any private residences? If so, how many? 

3) Were CF personnel given instructions about which homes to enter? If so, what were they? 

4) Were owners of the homes alerted before RCMP entered the homes? 

5) How many homes did the CF personnel enter? 

6) How did the CF personnel gain entry to homes that were locked? Did CF personnel provide assistance to RCMP in 

gaining entry to any homes? 

7) How many CF personnel were tasked for this operation and what unit(s) do they belong to? 

8) When did this operation begin? Is it complete? Is it continuing? 

 

JUNE 28, 2013 – DND DENIES INVOLVEMENT IN FIREARM SEIZURES (PDF page 48) 

 

June 28, 2013 - NATIONAL DEFENCE RESPONSE: “The Canadian Armed Forces' mandate was clear. Canadian 

Armed Forces personnel supported the RCMP in locating residents who were in distress or deceased; this may have 

required them to enter homes at the RCMP's request. This did not include the seizure of any weapons while providing 

appropriate assistance to local authorities.” [Emphasis added] 

 

APRIL 26, 2013 – DND DOCUMENT STILL HIDING THE WHOLE TRUTH EVEN FROM THEMSELVES 

(PDF page 30/31) 

 

Item #58. Assist in Law Enforcement Activities(ALEA) Training. In light of the RCMP precautionary measure of seizing 

firearms from residents in High River and CF personnel being asked to establish and maintain roadblocks, it has been 

noted that the complexities of what does and does not constitute ALEA are not well understood down to the platoon level. 

The professional 'can-do' attitude of CAF participants can inadvertently have CAF personnel encroaching into ALEA 

tasks. JTFW has taken this observation and determined that increased training is required. CJOC considers this to be 

applicable to all regions and recommends that all RJTF commanders consider exercising or educating their personnel on 

https://dennisryoung.ca/wp-content/uploads/2018/05/DND-ATIP-High-River-ALEA-Corrective-Measures-A-2016-02455-Apr-24-2018.pdf


 
 
what is and is not considered ALEA to ensure a broader understanding of ALEA missions. This could be an issue CJOC 

Staff Talks. 

 

NOVEMBER 19, 2014 – DND INTERNAL DOCUMENT IS THE FIRST ADMISSION OF SOLDIERS 

INVOLVEMENT IN SEIZING HIGH RIVER FIREARMS (PDF page 38) 

 

DRAFT PREPARED IN RESPONSE TO MP JOHN BARLOW’S ORDER PAPER QUESTION (c):  

During the period of CAF assistance to the Province of Alberta, the CAF provided transportation support for an RCMP 

effort to locate trapped or injured persons in the flood zone. It was during this transportation support activity that the 

RCMP made two additional, informal, support requests directly to junior CAF members who were providing the 

transportation support. The first request was to assist the RCMP in the search activity, including opening locked doors to 

search for trapped or injured persons. In a number of the residences that the RCMP entered, they found firearms that the 

RCMP determined needed to be secured. The RCMP then requested that the CAF members accompanying them assist the 

RCMP in removing those firearms (the second request). The CAF members assisted the RCMP in the removal of the 

firearms; however, this action was outside the restraints of the Operation Order. As soon as the military chain-of-

command became aware of the activity, they took the appropriate actions to cause it to cease and to ensure that it would 

not reoccur. [emphasis added] 

 

JANUARY 26, 2015 – DEFENCE MINISTER FAILS TO PROVIDETHE SAME CLEAR ANSWER TO 

PARLIAMENT AS WAS RECOMMENDED IN THE DRAFT https://dennisryoung.ca/2017/10/22/3542/  

 

Response in the House of Commons by Hon. Rob Nicholson (Minister of National Defence, CPC): 

With regard to (c), the Department of National Defence and CAF, DND/CAF, did not find any records of official requests 

made by the RCMP to the CAF for law enforcement assistance. [emphasis added] 

 

APRIL 24, 2018 – DND FAIL TO PROVIDE CLEAR RESPONSE TO MY ACCESS TO INFORMATION ACT 

REQUEST AND STILL NO CLOSER TO ANSWERING SUN MEDIA QUESTIONS FROM 2013 

 

ATIP REQUEST MADE TO NATIONAL DEFENCE HQ, CANADIAN FORCES BASE EDMONTON, AND 

CANADIAN JOINT OPERATIONS COMMAND ON FEBRUARY 5, 2017 

Details regarding the information being sought: Reference is being made to the attached copies of the following letters, each 

one, documenting clear orders to the Canadian Armed Forces personnel being deployed in High River during the 2013 flood, NOT 

TO ENGAGE IN LAW ENFORCEMENT ACTIVITES. http://dennisryoung.ca/wp-content/uploads/2017/02/DND-High-River-

Orders-Soldiers-Not-to-Engage-in-Law-Enforcement-June-21-2013.pdf  

(1) Letter to Minister of National Defence dated June 21, 2013 signed by Chief of Defence Staff, General T.J. Lawson and 

Deputy Minister Richard B. Fadden stating in Item #3: “Canadian Armed Forces Personnel will not engage in law 

enforcement activities.” 

(2) Letter to the Minister of Public Safety dated June 21, 2013 signed by the Minister of National Defence stating in the bottom 

paragraph on page one: “Canadian Armed Forces personnel will not engage in law enforcement activities.” 

(3) Letter to the Chief of Defence Staff dated June 21, 2013 signed by the Minister of National Defence, Peter MacKay stating in 

the last paragraph on page two: “Canadian Armed Forces will not engage in law enforcement activities.” 

(4) Letter to the Minister of National Defence Peter MacKay dated June 21, 2013 signed by the Minister of Public Safety Vic 

Toews stating on page two: “No assistance to law enforcement by the CF under subsection 272.6(2) of the National 

Defence Act is anticipated at this time.” 

(5) Letter to the Minister of Public Safety dated June 21, 2013 signed by Douglas Griffiths, Alberta Minister of Municipal 

Affairs and Minister Responsible for Emergency Response stating in the second paragraph: “I do not foresee a requirement 

to use the CF members as peace officers, and I do not see a requirement to arm them for these humanitarian and 

disaster response duties.” 

 

Reference is also being made to the attached picture showing soldiers clearing engaging in a law enforcement activity. 

http://dennisryoung.ca/2016/11/05/national-defence-atip-response-not-one-meeting-held-on-high-river-really/ 

https://dennisryoung.ca/2017/10/22/3542/
http://dennisryoung.ca/wp-content/uploads/2017/02/DND-High-River-Orders-Soldiers-Not-to-Engage-in-Law-Enforcement-June-21-2013.pdf
http://dennisryoung.ca/wp-content/uploads/2017/02/DND-High-River-Orders-Soldiers-Not-to-Engage-in-Law-Enforcement-June-21-2013.pdf
http://dennisryoung.ca/2016/11/05/national-defence-atip-response-not-one-meeting-held-on-high-river-really/


 
 
For the period between June 20, 2013 to present, please provide copies (drafts and final versions) of all documents, records, 

reports, presentations, briefing notes, advice, analyses, pictures, videos, investigations, hearings, inquiries, reprimands, e-

mails, correspondence resulting from their deployment in High River during the 2013 flood documenting: 

(1) why soldiers participated in law enforcement activities in High River contrary to their direct orders, and  

(2) what corrective actions were taken against the soldiers and their commanders who failed to follow these direct orders. 

 

FIRST DND RESPONSE DATED OCTOBER 12, 2017 
https://dennisryoung.ca/wp-content/uploads/2017/10/National-Defence-Soldiers-Helped-RCMP-with-High-River-Gun-Grab-Oct-12-2017.pdf 

 

MISSING INFORMATION COMPLAINT TO INFORMATION COMMISSIONER OCTOBER 28, 2017 

https://dennisryoung.ca/2017/10/29/national-defence-still-withholding-high-river-documents/ 

 

FINAL DND RESPONSE DATED APRIL 24, 2018 
https://dennisryoung.ca/wp-content/uploads/2018/05/DND-ATIP-High-River-ALEA-Corrective-Measures-A-2016-02455-Apr-24-2018.pdf 

 

 

 
 

 

https://dennisryoung.ca/wp-content/uploads/2017/10/National-Defence-Soldiers-Helped-RCMP-with-High-River-Gun-Grab-Oct-12-2017.pdf
https://dennisryoung.ca/2017/10/29/national-defence-still-withholding-high-river-documents/
https://dennisryoung.ca/wp-content/uploads/2018/05/DND-ATIP-High-River-ALEA-Corrective-Measures-A-2016-02455-Apr-24-2018.pdf

