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Airdrie, Alberta 

April 5, 2018                 

 

 

RCMP Commissioner Brenda Lucki 

RCMP National Headquarters 

Headquarters Building 

73 Leikin Drive 

Ottawa ON  

K1A 0R2 

 

Dear Commissioner Lucki: 

 

RE: SIX POINT PLAN TO RESTORE TRUST IN THE RCMP IN HIGH RIVER, ALBERTA 

 

Congratulations on your appointment as Commissioner of the RCMP.  I wanted this letter to be waiting 

for you when you arrived for your first day of work on April 16, 2018.  Please find in the link below and 

the hard copy attached my February 7th complaint to the United Nations Human Rights Council 

concerning the need for a more thorough investigation and public airing of the rights violations that took 

place in High River, Alberta during the emergency evacuation of that town in June and July of 2013.  As 

you know hundreds and hundreds of High River homes had their doors kicked in without lawful excuse 

and under questionable legal authority by the RCMP and Canadian Armed Forces personnel, 4,666 

homes were entered and searched without warrants and private property seized, again without warrants.  

The RCMP received and processed 2,210 damage claims and as of October 1, 2015 taxpayers had paid 

out more than $2.3 million dollars for the damages caused by the RCMP officers and soldiers.  None of 

the other 30 communities in Alberta that declared states of emergency during the 2013 flood had their 

doors kicked in by police. 

 

My 8-page formal complaint to the U.N. provides a chronological record and documentation of my four 

and half year investigation into the RCMP violations of the Charter of Rights and Freedoms and the 

Canadian Bill of Rights that occurred in High River with electronic links to each record. Hundreds of 

pages of documents related to the rights violations in High River are currently being withheld by the 

federal Justice Department and the Alberta Ministry of Justice citing the solicitor-client privilege 

exemption under the Access to Information Act and Alberta Freedom of Information Act. 

 
HIGH RIVER FORCED ENTRIES AND RIGHTS VIOLATIONS BY RCMP & SOLDIERS - 2013 

Formal Complaint filed with the Office of the United Nations High Commissioner for Human Rights citing 

four articles of the Universal Declaration of Human Rights. By Dennis R. Young - February 7, 2018 

https://dennisryoung.ca/2018/02/07/high-river-complaint-filed-u-n-human-rights-council/ 

 

The cover-letter to my formal complaint to the U.N. outlines a six-point plan for “the minimum 

corrective action necessary” to be considered and addressed if trust in the RCMP and government is to 

be restored among High River residents (and by extension trust among Albertan’s living in communities 

policed by the RCMP) before the next flood hits High River and the province.  The town of Taber, 

Alberta is already experiencing overland flooding.  This years exceptionally deep snow pack in the 

mountains and the arrival of real spring weather in the next few weeks would suggest that immediate 

action to fix the broken trust must be initiated sooner rather than later. 

https://dennisryoung.ca/2018/02/07/high-river-complaint-filed-u-n-human-rights-council/
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No Minister in either level of government or your predecessor accepted the responsibility for the 

mistakes that were made in High River in 2013 that caused the trust in the RCMP and the government to 

be broken.  I believe the mantle of leadership to fix this problem now rests solely on your shoulders.  

The Prime Minister’s Office has not acknowledged receipt of his copy of my U.N. Complaint.  Premier 

Notley’s office acknowledged receipt of my complaint and forwarded it to Alberta Justice Minister 

Kathleen Ganley.  I have received no follow-up communication from the Justice Minister’s office as of 

this date. 

 

As the documents in my U.N. Complaint describe, everyone in a position of authority seems to think 

that the investigation conducted by the Commission for Public Complaints Against the RCMP into the 

seizure of 609 firearms from 112 High River homes was sufficient.  As the four telephone polls of High 

River residents indicate and the documents amassed during my investigation reveal, clearly it was not. 

 

If you have any questions or concerns, please do not hesitate to have your staff call me. 

 

Yours sincerely. 

 

 

[Original signed by] 

 

Dennis R. Young 

Honourary Life Member of the CSSA and the NFA 

Member of the Calgary RCMP Veterans Association 

1330 Ravenswood Drive SE 

Airdrie, Alberta T4A 0P8 

Phone: 587-360-1111 

E-Mail:  dennisryoung@telus.net 

Website: www.dennisryoung.ca 

 

cc  Deputy Commissioner Todd Shean 

Commanding Officer ‘K’ Division 

 

 

mailto:dennisryoung@telus.net
http://www.dennisryoung.ca/
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Airdrie, Alberta, Canada 

February 7, 2018 

 

Office of the United Nations High Commissioner for Human Rights 

Human Rights Council Branch-Complaint Procedure Unit  

OHCHR- Palais Wilson 

United Nations Office at Geneva  

CH-1211 Geneva 10, Switzerland 

 

RE: FORMAL COMPLAINT – HIGH RIVER FORCED ENTRIES BY RCMP & SOLDIERS - 2013 FLOOD 

 

Please find attached my complaint under the following articles of the Universal Declaration of Human Rights. 

http://www.un.org/en/universal-declaration-human-rights/ 

 

Article 8. Everyone has the right to an effective remedy by the competent national tribunals for acts violating the 

fundamental rights granted him by the constitution or by law. 

Article 12. No one shall be subjected to arbitrary interference with his privacy, family, home or correspondence, nor to 

attacks upon his honour and reputation. Everyone has the right to the protection of the law against such interference or 

attacks. 

Article 17. (2) No one shall be arbitrarily deprived of his property. 

Article 30. Nothing in this Declaration may be interpreted as implying for any State, group or person any right to engage 

in any activity or to perform any act aimed at the destruction of any of the rights and freedoms set forth herein. 

 

Following the nineteen-month long investigation into the High River firearms seizures, the report by the Civilian Review 

and Complaints Commission for the RCMP concluded in Finding No. 3: Pursuant to the Emergency Management Act, 

the Emergency Operations Centre authorized and instructed the RCMP's entry without warrant and search of every High 

River building as part of the Emergency Operations Centre's emergency plans. Evidence and legal opinions disputing the 

claims made in this ‘Finding’ are included in my attached complaint.  

Link to Alberta Emergency Management Act: http://www.qp.alberta.ca/documents/Acts/E06P8.pdf   

 

KEY QUESTION STILL UNANSWERED:  How did a provincial statute override the rights guaranteed in the 

three Charter’s below? 

 

CANADIAN CHARTER OF RIGHTS AND FREEDOMS 

http://laws-lois.justice.gc.ca/eng/Const/page-15.html 

Article 8. Everyone has the right to be secure against unreasonable search or seizure. 

Article 26. The guarantee in this Charter of certain rights and freedoms shall not be construed as denying the existence of 

any other rights or freedoms that exist in Canada. 

Article 32. (1) This Charter applies (a) to the Parliament and government of Canada in respect of all matters within the 

authority of Parliament including all matters relating to the Yukon Territory and Northwest Territories; and (b) to the 

legislature and government of each province in respect of all matters within the authority of the legislature of each 

province. 

 

 

 

http://www.un.org/en/universal-declaration-human-rights/
http://www.qp.alberta.ca/documents/Acts/E06P8.pdf
http://laws-lois.justice.gc.ca/eng/Const/page-15.html
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CANADIAN BILL OF RIGHTS 

http://laws-lois.justice.gc.ca/eng/acts/C-12.3/page-1.html 

Article 1(a) the right of the individual to life, liberty, security of the person and enjoyment of property, and the right not 

to be deprived thereof except by due process of law; 

Article 1(b) the right of the individual to equality before the law and the protection of the law; 

 

ALBERTA BILL OF RIGHTS 

http://www.qp.alberta.ca/documents/Acts/A14.pdf 

Article 1(a) the right of the individual to liberty, security of the person and enjoyment of property, and the right not to be 

deprived thereof except by due process of law 

Article 1(b) the right of the individual to equality before the law and the protection of the law; 

 

MY INVESTIGATION OF THE FORCED ENTRIES INTO HIGH RIVER HOMES 

I have been investigating these rights violations since June 28, 2013, have filed 53 Access to Information Act requests with 

the Federal Government and 18 Freedom of Information Act requests with the Government of Alberta and the Town of 

High River.  Due to the extensive documentation obtained during my investigation (almost 100 documents with thousands 

of pages of records) it is cost-prohibitive for me as a retired individual to provide hard copies of all the records supporting 

this complaint. Consequently, all the supporting documents are available on three different websites and I have provided 

individual URLs that make the records easily accessible to anyone.   

https://dennisryoung.ca/wp-content/uploads/2018/01/HIGH-RIVER-DOCUMENTATION-January-31-2018-1.pd 

 

A hard copy of my 8-page complaint is attached and is also available on my own website at this link: 

https://dennisryoung.ca/wp-content/uploads/2018/02/UN-Human-Rights-Council-Complaint-High-River-Feb-7-2018.pdf 

 

REBUILDING TRUST AMONG HIGH RIVER RESIDENTS THE HIGHEST PRIORITY 

As four telephone polls of High River residents have shown there is a substantial percentage of residents who still do not 

trust the RCMP to protect their homes and property in the event of another emergency evacuation of their town.  While a 

full judicial inquiry has the best chance of getting answers to the dozens of unanswered questions about what happened, 

why it happened and who was responsible for making it happen, it may not be the fastest way to restore the residents’ trust 

in the RCMP and Canadian Armed Forces and trust in the federal and provincial governments during emergency 

evacuations.  As the results of both my petitions have shown, the RCMP actions in High River and the resulting ‘broken 

trust’ has spilled over into other communities across Canada that are also policed by the RCMP.   

The minimum corrective action necessary to restore trust in High River is outlined in the steps below: 

1. Conduct an independent, scientifically valid poll of High River residents to determine the validity of the previous 

polling results and accurately determine the current level of trust in the RCMP and both levels of government 

among High River residents. 

2. Based on the poll results, estimate the number of people in High River who would refuse to evacuate or delay 

their evacuation in the event of another emergency evacuation order. 

3. Without breaching anyone’s right to privacy, release all the records on High River rights violations being 

withheld by the Federal Government and the Government of Alberta. 

4. Clearly identify the person or persons directly responsible for ordering the RCMP to (a) kick in doors to High 

River homes, (b) search High River homes without warrant, and (c) seize private property without warrants. 

5. Have the responsible government issue a public apology to the residents of High River for violating their right to 

privacy, causing $2.3 million in unnecessary damage to their homes and property, entering their homes without 

warrants or permission, searching their homes without warrant and seizing their property, again without warrants. 

http://laws-lois.justice.gc.ca/eng/acts/C-12.3/page-1.html
http://www.qp.alberta.ca/documents/Acts/A14.pdf
https://dennisryoung.ca/wp-content/uploads/2018/01/HIGH-RIVER-DOCUMENTATION-January-31-2018-1.pd
https://dennisryoung.ca/wp-content/uploads/2018/02/UN-Human-Rights-Council-Complaint-High-River-Feb-7-2018.pdf
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6. Amend national and provincial emergency legislation, policies and procedures to clarify the step-by-step 

procedures police and the military are required to follow when forced entries into homes, searches without 

warrant and seizures of property is justified during emergency evacuations. One example: the recommendations 

made by the Alberta Property Rights Advocate in his 2013 report. 

If anyone has any questions regarding my investigation or documentation, please e-mail or call. 

 

Your sincerely,  

 

 

[Original signed by] 

 

Dennis R. Young  

1330 Ravenswood Drive SE 

Airdrie, Alberta T4A 0P8 

Phone: 587-360-1111 

E-Mail:  dennisryoung@telus.net 

Website: www.dennisryoung.ca 

 

cc  The Right Honourable Justin Trudeau, Prime Minister of Canada 

 The Honourable Rachel Notley, Premier of Alberta 

mailto:dennisryoung@telus.net
http://www.dennisryoung.ca/
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UNITED NATIONS HUMAN RIGHTS COUNCIL  

Rights Violations Complaint: High River Forced Entries by the Royal 

Canadian Mounted Police and Canadian Armed Forces 

 

 

I. I. Information concerning the author (s) of the communication or the alleged victim (s) if other 

than the author 

Individual x                   Group of individuals                  NGO                   Other  

Last name: Young 

First name(s): Dennis R. 

Nationality: Canadian 

Address for correspondence on this complaint: 

1330 Ravenswood Drive SE,  

Airdrie, Alberta, Canada 

T4A 0P8 

 

Telephone: Canada 587-360-1111 

E-mail: dennisryoung@telus.net  

Website: www.dennisryoung.ca    

Submitting the complaint: 

On the author’s own behalf:   

On behalf of other persons: x  

1. Residents of High River, Alberta 

2. Residents of communities in Canada policed by the RCMP 

II. Information on the State concerned 

HRC INSTRUCTIONS: Name of the State concerned and, as applicable, name of public authorities 

responsible for the alleged violation(s): 

1. Government of Canada: RCMP, National Defence-Canadian Armed Forces, Department of 

Justice & Attorney General 

2. Government of Alberta: Justice & Solicitor General and Municipal Affairs 

III. Facts of the complaint and nature of the alleged violation(s) 

HRC INSTRUCTIONS: Please detail, in chronological order, the facts and circumstances of the alleged 

violations including dates, places and alleged perpetrators and how you consider that the facts and 

circumstances described violate your rights or that of the concerned person(s).                      

mailto:dennisryoung@telus.net
http://www.dennisryoung.ca/
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BACKGROUND INFORMATION 

On June 20, 2013, thirty communities in south central Alberta including the Town of High River were flooded and 

declared States of Local Emergency.  The Town of High River ordered the evacuation of all residents.  Two hundred 

and seventy-three RCMP officers and three hundred and thirty Canadian Armed Forces personnel were called into 

help. 

In the days that followed the RCMP (and in some cases soldiers) without warrant or legal authority kicked in 754 

doors (that were originally documented) to High River homes causing $2.5 million in damages to 2,210 homes ($2.3 

million paid out so far by the Government of Alberta).  The RCMP claim they were searching for people in need of 

rescue although, to date, no records have been produced showing that the RCMP rescued or helped a single person.  

RCMP did locate 326 persons in their homes who refused to evacuate their homes. Documents verifying the rescue of 

hundreds of pets have been released by the RCMP, but no documents have been produced showing any people were 

rescued during the door-kicking spree and unwarranted searches of High river homes.   

On June 24, 2013, the Department of National Defence declared: “No further danger to civilians (life and limb) and 

evacuations not requested. All conditions met.”  The soldiers departed High River two days later. Also, on June 24, 

2013 at June 24th at 7:12 pm a RCMP e-mail from RCMP Superintendent Frank Smart states: “As of 1500hrs today, 

RCMP led by STO have completed the physical search of all homes in High River (with the exception of a small 

amount in quadrant 8 which is underwater). Houses\Buildings 3,337 – Forced Entries 674 – People located 303.” 
[Note: Refused to evacuate] 
 
RCMP reports and records show that the RCMP eventually entered and searched (without warrant) 4,666 High River 

homes in the days and weeks following the flood.  Records provide show that property was seized during these 

unwarranted searches, arrests made, charges laid and convictions obtained as a result of these searches. No records 

have been produced so far showing that the RCMP kicked in any doors to High River business establishments, 

searched those buildings for stranded people or seized property from those buildings. 

High River was the only community of the thirty in Albert that declared states of emergency where police resorted to 

kicking in doors, searching homes and seizing property without warrants. 

On June 28, 2013, the RCMP reported to the media that they had been seizing/securing firearms that they found in 

High River homes that they had entered without warrant.  As the RCMP had kicked in the locked doors to many of 

these homes, the firearms were no longer under lock and key, and the RCMP concluded the firearms were in need of 

securing.  RCMP spreadsheets show that 609 firearms were seized/secured from 112 High River homes. RCMP 

documents show that the police seized their last firearm 22 days after they started entering High River homes on June 

21st, 2013. 

On July 5, 2013, after a public intervention of the Prime Minister’s Office, the RCMP Public Complaints 

Commissioner Against the RCMP, renamed the Commission for Public Complaints Against the RCMP, initiated an 

investigation into the firearms seizures in High River. https://www.crcc-ccetp.gc.ca/en/chair-initiated-complaint-and-public-

interest-investigation-rcmp-seizure-firearms-high-river-alberta  It took 19 months for the Commission to complete their 

investigation and publish their interim report. 

SEPTEMBER 5, 2013: MLA DANIELLE SMITH’S FORCED ENTRY AND SEIZURE OF PROPERTY 

TOWN HALL MEETING - High River, Alberta – Seven Videos 

https://nfa.ca/danielle-smiths-forced-entry-and-seizure-of-property-town-hall-meeting/  

 

High River Town Hall Video 1 

http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=Wacw5rU40Fs     

High River Town Hall Video 2 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=OD7RLmO2MHc   

High River Town Hall Video 3 

https://www.crcc-ccetp.gc.ca/en/chair-initiated-complaint-and-public-interest-investigation-rcmp-seizure-firearms-high-river-alberta
https://www.crcc-ccetp.gc.ca/en/chair-initiated-complaint-and-public-interest-investigation-rcmp-seizure-firearms-high-river-alberta
https://nfa.ca/danielle-smiths-forced-entry-and-seizure-of-property-town-hall-meeting/
http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=Wacw5rU40Fs
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=OD7RLmO2MHc
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https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=e_BVpugBpfQ   

High River Town Hall Video 4 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=wUyLfFLExno   

High River Town Hall Video 5 

http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=x5XZYP5-1Ro   

High River Town Hall Video 6 

http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=nZPzP1TOF9A   

High River Town Hall Video 7 

http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=43MT1iX9XEU   

 

DECEMBER 13, 2013: THE SUN NEWS TELEVISION NETWORK AIRED THEIR DOCUMENTARY 

BROKEN TRUST: GUN GRAB AT HIGH RIVER. https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=XEQiCDYowi4 

 

JUNE 2, 2014: ALBERTA PROPERTY RIGHTS ADVOCATE TABLED HIS REPORT IN THE ALBERTA 

LEGISLATURE: “FORCED ENTRY OF HOMES IN THE TOWN OF HIGH RIVER” (Pages 17-21).  
https://dennisryoung.ca/2015/09/09/high-river-forced-entries-alberta-property-rights-advocate-reports/ 
Lee Cutforth Q.C. made an important recommendation amending legislation to strengthen property rights during 

declared emergencies.  He also questioned the RCMP’s understanding of their legal authority to kick in doors of High 

River homes.  EXCERPT: ‘The affected High River home owners recognized the demands placed on first 

responders in a disaster of this magnitude. But, they also believe that the forced entries into their homes 

were carried out under tenuous legal authority and occurred long past the reasonable requirements of a 

state of emergency. Rather than having their home ownership respected, they were left feeling that their 

rights were sacrificed on the altar of a dubious expediency. As previously noted, Deputy Commissioner 

McGowan advised that the RCMP Members involved in this situation did not take operational direction 

from elected officials or public service employees. Instead, they relied on the authority of section 19 of the 

Emergency Management Act. But if such actions were taken by the RCMP Members under section 19 

without Ministerial approval or direction, as normally would be required by the Act, their interpretation of 

that section is misguided. This suggests a need to clarify the legislation.’  
https://open.alberta.ca/publications/2368-0067  
 

JUNE 6, 2014: WHAT “HARD DECISIONS” DID THE RCMP MAKE IN HIGH RIVER, ALBERTA? On 
September 5, 2013 at MLA Danielle Smith’s Town Hall meeting in High River, Staff/Sgt. Ian Shardlow, NCO in charge of the 

High River detachment, was invited to address the many concerns raised by a few hundred irate homeowners that 

night. The Sun News Network recorded the proceedings, and this is a direct quote made by Staff/Sgt. Shardlow: 

“What I’m suggesting to you though is that the High River members aren’t the ones that made the hard decisions, 

whether they’re born out to be correct or not. Rather than leave them in a position where they may have to police the 

community afterward, right, in an unhealthy environment, every member that comes back to work in High River 

didn’t work from the 24th of June into a significant period into July. None of them made the hard decisions, none of 

them opened your doors, kicked your doors, smashed your doors, none of them searched your homes.” [emphasis 

added] http://canadafreepress.com/article/what-hard-decisions-did-the-rcmp-make-in-high-river-alberta 

 

JUNE 17, 2014: RADIO INTERVIEW WITH THE MAYOR OF HIGH RIVER – “LOSS OF TRUST . . . 

COULD POSSIBLY GET SOMEBODY KILLED” - The following excerpt from an interview with High River 

Mayor Craig Snodgrass on News Talk 770 Radio on June 17, 2014 explaining why the RCMP Public 

Complaints Commission’s report was so important: “It’s something that happened.  There’s going to be lessons 

learned through it.  That’s all I’ve asked from the RCMP.  When this report comes out and it’s not the RCMP 

doing it – the independent report – as long as it’s honest and there’s lessons learned in there because my biggest 

worry is, if there isn’t the lessons learned in there, if something like this happened again somewhere, anywhere in 

Canada, how would you do things differently.  If we don’t have that lessons learned, I’m very worried that if 

there’s an evacuation order put anywhere, and certain people locked down because of a loss of trust in any of that 

stuff, that it could possibly get somebody killed, right. So, we got to be very honest about this stuff.”  

 
AUGUST 7, 2014:  FIRST TELEPHONE POLL OF HIGH RIVER RESIDENTS 

53% OF HIGH RIVER RESPONDENTS WOULD REFUSE ORDERS TO EVACUATE THEIR HOMES IN 

THE EVENT OF ANOTHER FLOOD https://nfa.ca/poll-of-high-river-residents-shows-a-dismal-lack-of-trust-in-rcmp-2/   

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=e_BVpugBpfQ
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=wUyLfFLExno
http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=x5XZYP5-1Ro
http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=nZPzP1TOF9A
http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=43MT1iX9XEU
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=XEQiCDYowi4
https://dennisryoung.ca/2015/09/09/high-river-forced-entries-alberta-property-rights-advocate-reports/
https://open.alberta.ca/publications/2368-0067
http://canadafreepress.com/article/what-hard-decisions-did-the-rcmp-make-in-high-river-alberta
https://nfa.ca/poll-of-high-river-residents-shows-a-dismal-lack-of-trust-in-rcmp-2/
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SEPTEMBER 5, 2014: THE RCMP TABLED THEIR RESPONSES TO MP SCOTT REID’S TWO ORDER 

PAPER QUESTIONS IN THE HOUSE OF COMMONS REGARDING THE RCMP’S ACTIONS IN HIGH 

RIVER, ALBERTA FOLLOWING THE 2013 FLOOD.   
http://scottreid.ca/scott-reid-receives-responses-from-rcmp-on-high-river-actions/  

http://www.cbc.ca/news/politics/high-river-gun-seizures-sparks-query-from-ontario-tory-mp-1.2667737 

 

OCTOBER 5, 2014: RCMP RESPONSES TO MP SCOTT REID'S ORDER PAPER QUESTIONS ON HIGH 

RIVER FORCED ENTRIES – REVIEW, COMMENTS & QUESTIONS BY DENNIS R. YOUNG 
https://nfa.ca/wp-content/uploads/2015/09/MP-Scott-Reids-Questions-and-RCMP-Responses-on-High-River-Oct-5-2014.pdf  

 

OCTOBER 25, 2014: LACOMBE LAWYER RICK HEMMINGSON, J.D. PUBLISHED HIS COLUMN: 

WHO AUTHORIZED RCMP TO MAKE WARRANTLESS ENTRIES INTO HIGH RIVER HOMES DURING 

THE 2013 FLOOD? ‘This précis examines one of the more recent claims from the RCMP - that they were carrying 

out warrantless searches for stranded people and pets under lawful direction given to them by the High River 

Emergency Operations Centre; likely the Director of the Town of High River Emergency Operation Centre (EOC) 

and/or the RCMP High River incident commander. Regardless of their long titles, these persons, and anyone else 

who was part of the Town’s EOC, must act within the law. On that basis, it turns out this latest justification for 

their action doesn’t quite hold water.’ http://canadafreepress.com/article/who-authorized-rcmp-to-make-warrantless-

entires-into-high-river-homes-durin 

 

JANUARY 26, 2015: THE GOVERNMENT RESPONDED TO MP JOHN BARLOW'S ORDER PAPER 

QUESTIONS IN HOUSE OF COMMONS TO RCMP AND NATIONAL DEFENCE NOVEMBER 7, 2014 

(HANSARD NO. 141) https://dennisryoung.ca/2017/10/22/3542/  

Q-791 AND Q-792 — NOVEMBER 5, 2014 — MR. BARLOW (MACLEOD) — With regard to the operations of 

the RCMP in and around the Town of High River, Alberta between June 20, 2013, and July 12, 2013 (“the High River 

operations”): Government response by Hon. Steven Blaney (Minister of Public Safety and Emergency Preparedness, 

CPC): https://www.ourcommons.ca/DocumentViewer/en/41-2/house/sitting-162/hansard  

 

FEBRUARY 12, 2015: THE RENAMED CIVILIAN REVIEW AND COMPLAINTS COMMISSION FOR THE 

RCMP RELEASED THEIR 121-PAGE INTERIM REPORT ON THEIR INVESTIGATION OF THE HIGH 

RIVER FIREARMS SEIZURES.  

https://www.crcc-ccetp.gc.ca/en/chair-initiated-complaint-and-public-interest-investigation-rcmps-response-2013-flood-high-river  

 

FEBRUARY 22, 2015: ANALYSIS OF THE DEFICIENCIES IN THE INTERIM REPORT ON HIGH RIVER 

RELEASED BY CIVILIAN REVIEW AND COMPLAINTS COMMISSION FOR THE RCMP. RCMP PUBLIC 

COMPLAINTS COMMISSION’S HIGH RIVER REPORT A LESSON FOR POLICE & COMMUNITIES – 

HOW NOT TO ACT IN AN EMERGENCY BY DENNIS R. YOUNG  
http://canadafreepress.com/article/rcmp-complaints-commissions-high-river-report-a-lesson-for-police-communiti  

https://dennisryoung.ca/2015/02/22/rcmp-public-complaints-commissions-high-river-report-a-lesson-for-police-communities-

how-not-to-act-in-an-emergency/ 

 

MARCH 9, 2015: SECOND TELEPHONE POLL OF HIGH RIVER RESIDENTS: 67% OF HIGH RIVER 

RESPONDENTS DO NOT SUPPORT RCMP ENTERING THEIR HOMES IN A FUTURE EMERGENCY  

https://nfa.ca/public-believes-police-actions-at-high-river-unnecessary-3/   

 

AUGUST 27, 2015: ARRESTS & CHARGES RESULTING FROM HIGH RIVER FORCED ENTRIES & 

UNWARRANTED SEARCHES BY THE RCMP - Missing Records Complaint to Information Commissioner 
https://dennisryoung.ca/2015/08/27/high-river-arrests-charges-and-disposition-august-27-2015/  

 

 

SEPTEMBER 5, 2015: THIRD TELEPHONE POLL OF HIGH RIVER RESIDENTS: 48% OF HIGH RIVER 

RESPONDENTS WANT PREMIER NOTLEY TO CALL A JUDICIAL INQUIRY  

https://nfa.ca/media-release-poll-shows-half-of-high-river-residents-want-judicial-inquiry/   

 

http://scottreid.ca/scott-reid-receives-responses-from-rcmp-on-high-river-actions/
http://www.cbc.ca/news/politics/high-river-gun-seizures-sparks-query-from-ontario-tory-mp-1.2667737
https://nfa.ca/wp-content/uploads/2015/09/MP-Scott-Reids-Questions-and-RCMP-Responses-on-High-River-Oct-5-2014.pdf
http://canadafreepress.com/article/who-authorized-rcmp-to-make-warrantless-entires-into-high-river-homes-durin
http://canadafreepress.com/article/who-authorized-rcmp-to-make-warrantless-entires-into-high-river-homes-durin
https://dennisryoung.ca/2017/10/22/3542/
https://www.ourcommons.ca/DocumentViewer/en/41-2/house/sitting-162/hansard
https://www.crcc-ccetp.gc.ca/en/chair-initiated-complaint-and-public-interest-investigation-rcmps-response-2013-flood-high-river
http://canadafreepress.com/article/rcmp-complaints-commissions-high-river-report-a-lesson-for-police-communiti
https://dennisryoung.ca/2015/02/22/rcmp-public-complaints-commissions-high-river-report-a-lesson-for-police-communities-how-not-to-act-in-an-emergency/
https://dennisryoung.ca/2015/02/22/rcmp-public-complaints-commissions-high-river-report-a-lesson-for-police-communities-how-not-to-act-in-an-emergency/
https://nfa.ca/public-believes-police-actions-at-high-river-unnecessary-3/
https://dennisryoung.ca/2015/08/27/high-river-arrests-charges-and-disposition-august-27-2015/
https://nfa.ca/media-release-poll-shows-half-of-high-river-residents-want-judicial-inquiry/
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FEBRUARY 12, 2016: THE COMMISSIONER OF THE RCMP PROVIDED HIS RESPONSE TO THE 

RCMP COMPLAINT COMMISSION’S HIGH RIVER REPORT IN A LETTER TO THE MINISTER OF 

PUBLIC SAFETY AND EMERGENCY PREPAREDNESS. https://dennisryoung.ca/file/2017/01/Public-Safety-High-

River-Letters-to-Minister-Final-Response-Dec-29-2016.pdf 

 

APRIL 29, 2016: THE CIVILIAN REVIEW AND COMPLAINTS COMMISSION FOR THE RCMP 

RELEASED THEIR FINAL HIGH RIVER REPORT TO THE MINISTER OF PUBLIC SAFETY AND 

EMERGENCY PREPAREDNESS. https://dennisryoung.ca/file/2017/01/Public-Safety-High-River-Letters-to-Minister-

Final-Response-Dec-29-2016.pdf 

 

SEPTEMBER 9, 2016: FOURTH TELEPHONE POLL OF HIGH RIVER RESIDENTS: LESS THAN HALF 

OF HIGH RIVER RESIDENTS TRUST THE RCMP TO PROTECT THEIR HOMES AND PROPERTY IN 

THE EVENT OF ANOTHER EMERGENCY EVACUATION.  http://dennisryoung.ca/2016/09/10/4th-nfa-high-river-

poll-trust-in-the-rcmp-still-broken-three-years-after-flood/ 

 

JANUARY 4, 2018: COMMENTARY IN THE CANADA FREE PRESS: COVER-UP OF RIGHTS 

VIOLATIONS IN HIGH RIVER FORCED ENTRIES BY DENNIS R. YOUNG - Ottawa and Alberta 

governments are using solicitor-client privilege to hide the truth about RCMP rights violations after 2013 flood 

in High River. http://canadafreepress.com/article/cover-up-of-rights-violations-in-high-river-forced-entries 

JANUARY 23, 2018: THE OFFICE OF THE FEDERAL INFORMATION COMMISSIONER REPORTS 

THAT THE RCMP HAS 2,840 PAGES OF RECORDS OF LEGAL QUESTIONS AND REQUESTS FOR 

LEGAL ADVICE SENT TO THE DEPT. OF JUSTICE REGARDING THE FORCE’S ACTIONS IN HIGH 

RIVER FOLLOWING THE 2013 FLOOD  

https://dennisryoung.ca/2018/01/23/rcmp-2840-pages-high-river-legal-questions/ 

IV. Exhaustion of domestic remedies  

HRC INSTRUCTIONS: 1- Steps taken by or on behalf of the alleged victim(s) to exhaust domestic 

remedies– please provide details on the procedures which have been pursued, including recourse to the 

courts and other public authorities as well as national human rights institutions*, the claims made, at which 

times, and what the outcome was: 

Since being invited as a guest speaker at MLA Danielle Smith’s FORCED ENTRY AND SEIZURE OF 

PROPERTY TOWN HALL MEETING in High River, Alberta on September 5, 2013, I have filed 53 Access to 

Information Act requests with Federal Government and 18 Freedom of Information Act requests with the 

Alberta Government. The results of my research efforts on the High River Forced Entries and Rights 

Violations file are included in these 97 documents in this link. https://dennisryoung.ca/wp-

content/uploads/2018/01/HIGH-RIVER-DOCUMENTATION-January-31-2018-1.pdf  

 

JANUARY 17, 2018: CANADIAN CIVIL LIBERTIES ASSOCIATION’S INITIAL RESPONSE TO MY 

QUESTION REGARDING RCMP HIGH RIVER FORCED ENTRIES & RIGHTS VIOLATIONS Re:  

Policing Powers, Use of Force and Police Accountability  

https://dennisryoung.ca/2018/01/17/canadian-civil-liberties-assoc-high-river-response/ 

 

JANUARY 25, 2018: ALBERTA CIVIL LIBERTIES RESPONSE: HIGH RIVER FORCED ENTRIES 

My Question: Can you think of an avenue I haven’t pursued to get these records available to the residents of 

High River, the public and the media? Response prepared by Lisa, Student-at-Law - Alberta Civil Liberties 

Research Centre – January 25, 2018 https://dennisryoung.ca/2018/01/26/alberta-civil-liberties-high-river-response/ 

                                                           
* National human rights institutions, established and operating under the Principles Relating to the Status of National Institutions (the Paris 

Principles), in particular in regard to quasi-judicial competence, may serve as effective means of addressing individual human rights violations. 

https://dennisryoung.ca/file/2017/01/Public-Safety-High-River-Letters-to-Minister-Final-Response-Dec-29-2016.pdf
https://dennisryoung.ca/file/2017/01/Public-Safety-High-River-Letters-to-Minister-Final-Response-Dec-29-2016.pdf
https://dennisryoung.ca/file/2017/01/Public-Safety-High-River-Letters-to-Minister-Final-Response-Dec-29-2016.pdf
https://dennisryoung.ca/file/2017/01/Public-Safety-High-River-Letters-to-Minister-Final-Response-Dec-29-2016.pdf
http://dennisryoung.ca/2016/09/10/4th-nfa-high-river-poll-trust-in-the-rcmp-still-broken-three-years-after-flood/
http://dennisryoung.ca/2016/09/10/4th-nfa-high-river-poll-trust-in-the-rcmp-still-broken-three-years-after-flood/
http://canadafreepress.com/article/cover-up-of-rights-violations-in-high-river-forced-entries
https://dennisryoung.ca/2018/01/23/rcmp-2840-pages-high-river-legal-questions/
https://dennisryoung.ca/wp-content/uploads/2018/01/HIGH-RIVER-DOCUMENTATION-January-31-2018-1.pdf
https://dennisryoung.ca/wp-content/uploads/2018/01/HIGH-RIVER-DOCUMENTATION-January-31-2018-1.pdf
https://dennisryoung.ca/2018/01/17/canadian-civil-liberties-assoc-high-river-response/
https://dennisryoung.ca/2018/01/26/alberta-civil-liberties-high-river-response/
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………………….. 

HRC INSTRUCTIONS: 2- If domestic remedies have not been exhausted on grounds that their application 

would be ineffective or unreasonably prolonged, please explain the reasons in detail:  

COMMENTARY: Initially, Ministers in both the Federal Government and the Government of Alberta defended the 

High River investigation and their faith in the limited terms of reference, investigation and reports prepared on the 

firearms seizures by the Civilian Review and Complaints Commission for the RCMP.  Recently the Federal and 

Alberta Governments have chosen not to respond to my letters or those of the signatories of my petition for a judicial 

inquiry into the High River Forced Entries.  Neither government doesn’t even seem interested in conducting an 

independent poll of High River residents to determine the validity of the four telephone polls conducted over the last 

four years. (See documents in the links below). 

 

PROVINCE OF ALBERTA DOCUMENTATION 

 

PETITION TO THE PREMIER OF ALBERTA: CALL A JUDICIAL INQUIRY INTO THE HIGH RIVER 

FORCED ENTRIES 2,065 supporters as of January 29, 2018  

https://www.change.org/p/premier-of-alberta-call-a-judicial-inquiry-into-the-high-river-forced-entries 

 

MAY 25, 2015: COMMENTARY #4 - RCMP HIGH RIVER REPORT - OPEN LETTER TO ALBERTA 

JUSTICE MINISTER & SOLICITOR GENERAL JONATHAN DENIS  

http://canadafreepress.com/article/open-letter-to-alberta-justice-minister-jonathan-denis 

 

SEPTEMBER 4, 2015: ALBERTA JUSTICE MINISTER GANLEY REJECTS JUDICIAL INQUIRY INTO 

HIGH RIVER FORCED ENTRIES, UNWARRANTED SEARCHES AND SEIZURES 

https://dennisryoung.ca/2015/09/04/alberta-justice-minister-rejects-high-river-judicial-inquiry-september-4-2015/  

 

JULY 25, 2015: SECOND LETTER TO THE HONOURABLE JUSTICE MINISTER KATHLEEN GANLEY 

Re: HIGH RIVER - RCMP FORCED ENTRIES, ILLEGAL SEARCHES AND SEIZURES 

http://dennisryoung.ca/wp-content/uploads/2015/07/HIGH-RIVER-Letter-to-New-Alberta-Justice-Minister-July-25-2015-1.pdf 

 

JULY 14, 2015: ASSOCIATE DEPUTY SOLICITOR GENERAL RESPONSE TO MY FIRST LETTER TO 

THE HONOURABLE JUSTICE MINISTER KATHLEEN GANLEY Re: HIGH RIVER - RCMP FORCED 

ENTRIES, ILLEGAL SEARCHES AND SEIZURES  

http://dennisryoung.ca/wp-content/uploads/2015/07/Letter-Associate-Deputy-Solicitor-General-July-14-2015.pdf 

 

SEPTEMBER 17, 2014: DEPUTY MINISTER’S LETTERS ON HIGH RIVER FORCED ENTRIES & 

FIREARMS SEIZURES http://dennisryoung.ca/2017/06/02/deputy-ministers-letters-on-high-river-forced-entries-firearms-

seizures-2014/ 

 

FEDERAL GOVERNMENT DOCUMENTATION 

 

MAY 30, 2014: FEDERAL GOV’T RESPONSE TO FIRST HIGH RIVER JUDICIAL INQUIRY PETITION 

https://dennisryoung.ca/2017/06/02/2014-federal-govt-response-to-high-river-judicial-inquiry-petition/ 

 

MAY 5, 2017: PUBLIC SAFETY MINISTER GOODALE REJECTS JUDICIAL INQUIRY INTO HIGH 

RIVER FORCED ENTRIES http://www.ourcommons.ca/Content/ePetitions/Responses/421/e-179/421-01217_PS_E.pdf 

 

https://www.change.org/p/premier-of-alberta-call-a-judicial-inquiry-into-the-high-river-forced-entries
http://canadafreepress.com/article/open-letter-to-alberta-justice-minister-jonathan-denis
https://dennisryoung.ca/2015/09/04/alberta-justice-minister-rejects-high-river-judicial-inquiry-september-4-2015/
http://dennisryoung.ca/wp-content/uploads/2015/07/HIGH-RIVER-Letter-to-New-Alberta-Justice-Minister-July-25-2015-1.pdf
http://dennisryoung.ca/wp-content/uploads/2015/07/Letter-Associate-Deputy-Solicitor-General-July-14-2015.pdf
http://dennisryoung.ca/2017/06/02/deputy-ministers-letters-on-high-river-forced-entries-firearms-seizures-2014/
http://dennisryoung.ca/2017/06/02/deputy-ministers-letters-on-high-river-forced-entries-firearms-seizures-2014/
https://dennisryoung.ca/2017/06/02/2014-federal-govt-response-to-high-river-judicial-inquiry-petition/
http://www.ourcommons.ca/Content/ePetitions/Responses/421/e-179/421-01217_PS_E.pdf
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JULY 16, 2017: HIGH RIVER LETTER TO THE PRIME MINISTER WITH A COPY TO PREMIER OF 

ALBERTA RE:  TRUST IN RCMP STILL BROKEN BECAUSE OF HIGH RIVER FORCED ENTRIES  

http://dennisryoung.ca/wp-content/uploads/2017/07/Prime-Minister-Trust-in-RCMP-still-Broken-in-High-River-July-16-2017.pdf 

 

FEBRUARY 12, 2016: RCMP COMMISSIONER’S LETTER TO MINISTER GOODALE FAILS TO FIX 

BROKEN TRUST IN HIGH RIVER http://dennisryoung.ca/2017/01/08/public-safety-releases-more-high-river-letters-to-

minister-goodale/ 

 

COMMENTARY: Domestic remedies have not been exhausted; however, I believe the political will to undertake the 

necessary remedies has reached a dead end for me, as the government’s responses to my many ATIP and FOIP 

requests prove.  Many, many questions remain unanswered and records withheld using exemptions in the federal 

Access to Information Act and Alberta Freedom of Information Act.  I don’t have the time and resources, access to all 

the records and authority to compel witnesses to testify that is necessary to complete the investigation required.  I 

seem to be the only one interested in getting all the answers and pursuing and exposing these rights violations. I am 

tired to doing the investigative work that politicians and government officials should be doing.  The whole truth has 

not been revealed about the rights violations by RCMP and soldiers in High River including who specifically 

authorized the door-kicking spree and unwarranted searches and seizures and the real reasons why.  Polls indicate that 

trust has still not been restored among a large percentage of High River residents and this ‘broken trust’ will have 

public safety consequences for residents and emergency responders when the next flood hits.  I am currently following 

up on several complaints with respect to my ATIP and FOIP requests to the Information Commissioners of Canada 

and Alberta.  Once these complaints have been resolved, my work on the High River file will be finished. 

 

V. Submission of communication to other human rights bodies 

HRC INSTRUCTIONS: Have you already submitted the same matter to a special procedure, a treaty body 

or other United Nations or similar regional complaint procedures in the field of human rights?  

COMMENTARY: Except for my complaints to the two Information Commissioners for Canada and Alberta, I have 

reached an impasse in my investigation of the High River Forced Entries in Canada and have been left with no other 

option but to file this complaint with the United Nations Human Rights Council. 

………………………… 

VI. Request for confidentiality 

HRC INSTRUCTIONS: In case the communication complies with the admissibility criteria set forth 

in Council resolution 5/1, kindly note that it will be transmitted to the State concerned to obtain the 

views of the latter on the allegations of violations. Please state whether you would like your identity, or 

any specific information contained in the complaint to be kept confidential. 

Request for confidentiality (Please tick as appropriate): Yes     No x  

Please indicate which information you would like to be kept confidential 

          [Original signed by] 

Date: February 7, 2018      Signature: ……………………………. 

 

http://dennisryoung.ca/wp-content/uploads/2017/07/Prime-Minister-Trust-in-RCMP-still-Broken-in-High-River-July-16-2017.pdf
http://dennisryoung.ca/2017/01/08/public-safety-releases-more-high-river-letters-to-minister-goodale/
http://dennisryoung.ca/2017/01/08/public-safety-releases-more-high-river-letters-to-minister-goodale/
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N.B. The blanks under the various sections of this form indicate where your responses are required. You 

should take as much space as you need to set out your responses. Your complaint should not exceed eights 

pages. 

VII. Checklist of supporting documents 

 

HRC INSTRUCTIONS: Please provide copies (not original) of supporting documents (kindly note that 

these documents will not be returned) in one of the six UN official languages.  

- Decisions of domestic courts and authorities on the claim made (a copy of the relevant national legislation 

is also helpful): x  

- Complaints sent to any other procedure mentioned in section V (and any decisions taken under that 

procedure): x  

- Any other evidence or supporting documents deemed necessary: x  

VIII. Where to send your communications? 

Office of the United Nations High Commissioner for Human Rights 

Human Rights Council Branch-Complaint Procedure Unit  

OHCHR- Palais Wilson 

United Nations Office at Geneva  

CH-1211 Geneva 10, Switzerland  

Fax: (+41 22) 917 90 11  

E-mail: CP@ohchr.org 

Website: http://www.ohchr.org/EN/HRBodies/HRC/Pages/HRCIndex.aspx 

 

 

mailto:CP@ohchr.org
http://www.ohchr.org/EN/HRBodies/HRC/Pages/HRCIndex.aspx
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