


























 

ACCESS TO INFORMATION ACT   For official use only: 

Access to Information Request Form 
 

My File:  177 
 

Federal Government Institution:   
 

DEPARTMENT OF JUSTICE AND THE ATTORNEY GENERAL OF CANADA 
 
Details regarding the information being sought: 
 
Reference is being made to the attached response to Petition number 421-01700 by the Minister of Justice and 
Attorney General of Canada dated September 29, 2017 denying the request of 11,127 petitioners to the 
Government of Canada (also attached) to: “1. Take a stand and empower Canadians to be responsible for 
their own health and safety by removing the prohibition of sound moderators from the Criminal Code of 
Canada; 2. Allow the legal acquisition, possession, and use of sound moderators on firearms by all licensed 
firearms users in Canada; and 3. Call upon the provinces and territories to amend provincial and territorial 
prohibitions and allow the use of sound moderators while engaged in all legal hunting and sport shooting 
activities.” https://petitions.ourcommons.ca/en/Petition/Details?Petition=e-575  
http://www.ourcommons.ca/Content/ePetitions/Responses/421/e-575/421-01700_JUS_E.pdf 

 
For the period from February 17, 2017 to present, please provide copies of all records, correspondence, 
reports, studies, evaluations, presentations, research materials, e-mails, minutes of meetings, and 
recommendations from the Canadian Firearms Advisory Committee, firearms experts, bureaucrats, police, 
and/or medical practitioners that informed the Minister in preparing her response to E-Petition 421-01700. 
 

Method of access preferred:  Receive copies   Examine originals 

     of originals   in government offices 
 
Name of Applicant: Dennis R. Young  
Address:   1330 Ravenswood Drive SE 
   Airdrie, Alberta T4A 0P8 

        
Telephone Number: 587-360-1111 E-Mail:  dennisryoung@telus.net 
  
This request for access to information under the Access to Information Act is being made by: 

 
 a Canadian citizen, permanent resident or another individual present in Canada, or 

 a corporation present in Canada 

 
 
Cheque # 576 
 
 
 
 
   [Original signed by] 
Signature: ___________________________________   Date:  November 12, 2017 
   Dennis R. Young 
 
 

 

http://www.ourcommons.ca/Content/ePetitions/Responses/421/e-575/421-01700_JUS_E.pdf
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RESPONSE TO PETITION 
Prepare in English and French marking ‘Original Text’ or ‘Translation’  

 

PETITION NO.: 421-01700 

BY: MR. TROST (SASKATOON-UNIVERSITY)  

DATE: SEPTEMBER 29, 2017 

PRINT NAME OF SIGNATORY: HONOURABLE JODY WILSON-RAYBOULD 

Response by the Minister of Justice and Attorney General of Canada  

 
 
SIGNATURE  
Minister or Parliamentary Secretary 

SUBJECT 

Firearms 

ORIGINAL TEXT 

REPLY  

7BThe Government believes in implementing effective measures with respect to firearms that prioritize public safety, while 
remaining mindful of the need for such measures to be manageable for firearms owners and businesses. Naturally, the 
safety of firearms users is always a paramount consideration. 

8BAny device intended to muffle the sound of a firearm has been unlawful in Canada since the early 1900s. Sound 
reduction or elimination diminishes the public’s ability to react to gun violence and makes it harder for law enforcement 
to become aware of a possible criminal incident. 

9BThe Minister of Justice encourages firearms owners to make use of other forms of hearing protection that are commonly 
available and that do not adversely impact public safety.    
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Initiated by Mateusz Magolan from Calgary, Alberta, on February 17, 2017, at 4:16 p.m. (EDT)

keywords Gun control

Government Response Tabled

Petition details 

PETITION TO THE GOVERNMENT OF CANADA
Whereas:

Highly damaging noise levels repeatedly reach the ears of firearm users despite the use of traditional

hearing protection;

Section 7 of our Charter of Rights and Freedoms recognises an individual’s right to personal health and

safety;

Sound moderators are the only universally recognised health and safety device that has a criminal

prohibition in Canada;

As affirmed in Bedford v. Canada at the Supreme Court of Canada, one cannot be prevented from taking

reasonable steps to improve personal safety in a hazardous situation;

The majority of G7 nations and many others have recognised the health and safety benefits involved, and

allow the legal use of sound moderators by hunters and sport shooters;

Sound moderators reduce noise pollution and noise complaints in communities with shooting ranges, in rural

and farm communities, and in areas used for recreational activities where hunting and target shooting is
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legal;

Sound moderators facilitate significantly increased humane husbandry of game animals, livestock, and pets

as hunting companions; and

Hearing damage is a significant quality of life and public health issue costing taxpayers millions annually.

We, the undersigned, Citizens and Residents of Canada, call upon the Government of Canada to:

1. Take a stand and empower Canadians to be responsible for their own health and safety by removing the

prohibition of sound moderators from the Criminal Code of Canada;

2. Allow the legal acquisition, possession, and use of sound moderators on firearms by all licensed firearms

users in Canada; and

3. Call upon the provinces and territories to amend provincial and territorial prohibitions and allow the use of

sound moderators while engaged in all legal hunting and sport shooting activities.

Sponsor 

Brad Trost
Saskatoon—University
Conservative
Saskatchewan

Government response 

Petition presented to the House of Commons on September 29, 2017 (Petition No. 421-01700)

Government response tabled on November 9, 2017 (Sessional Paper No. 8545-421-04)

421-01700_JUS_E.pdf

History 

Open for signature : February 17, 2017, at 4:16 p.m. (EDT)

Closed for signature : June 17, 2017, at 4:16 p.m. (EDT)

Signatures (11127)
 

Province / Territory Signatures



http://www.ourcommons.ca/Parliamentarians/en/members/Brad-Trost(25462)
http://www.ourcommons.ca/Content/ePetitions/Responses/421/e-575/421-01700_JUS_E.pdf
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Alberta 2637

British Columbia 2079

Manitoba 424

New Brunswick 289

Newfoundland and Labrador 128

Northwest Territories 38

Nova Scotia 403

Nunavut 7

Ontario 3326

Prince Edward Island 36

Quebec 1053

Saskatchewan 658

Yukon 26

Other Countries 23
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