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December 6, 2017

Mr. Dennis R. Young
1330 Ravenswood Drive SE
Airdrie, Alberta T4A 0P8

Dear Mr. Young:

This letter is further to your request of November 20, 2017, filed under the Access to
Information Act to obtain:

For the period from February 17, 2017 to November 20, 2017 please provide
copies of all records, correspondence, reports, studies, evaluations, presentations,
research materials, e-mails, minutes of meetings, and recommendations from the
Canadian Firearms Advisory Committee, firearms experts, bureaucrats, police,
and/or medical practitioners that informed the Minister in preparing her response
to E-Petition 421-01700.

| am pleased to enclose the releasable documents relevant to your request (11 of 13 pages).
You will notice that information is exempt from release by virtue of sections 19(1) [personal
information], and 21(1)(a) [advice or recommendations] of the Access to Information Act.

This completes our processing of your request. If you have any questions concerning the above,
do not hesitate to contact Anne Richardson at 613-907-3787.

Please be advised that you are entitled to complain to the Information Commissioner
concerning the processing of your request within sixty days of the receipt of this notice. In the
event you decide to avail yourself of this right, your notice of complaint should be addressed to:

Office of the Information Commissioner

30 Victoria Street

Gatineau, Quebec K1A 1H3

Sincerely,

o i
f;mmam f Wéf%

Francine Farley
Coordinator
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Released under the Access to Information Act/
Divulgé(s) en vertu de la Loi sur I'accés a I'information.

' 5.19(1)

E-PETITION / E-PETITION

To/A Justice Canada

Date October 5, 2017

SUBJECT: Petition No. / Pétition N°

SUJET: Member / Député

Date of Pétition / Date de |a pétition

FOR PRIORITY ATTENTION
Section 36 (8) of the Standing Orders:

(a) Every petition presented pursuant to this Standing Order
shall forthwith be transmitted to the Ministry, which shall,
within forty-five calendar days, respond to every petition
referred to it; provided that the said response may be tabled
pursuant to S.0. 32(1).

(b) If such a petition remains without a response at the
expiration of the said period of forty-five calendar days,

the matter of the failure of the Ministry to respond shall be
deemed referred to the appropriate Standing Committee.
Within five sitting days of such a referral the Chair of the
committee shall convene a meeting of the committee to
consider the matter of the failure of the Ministry to respond.

Would you please respond to this petition before

November 7, 2017

The response should be prepared on a "Response to
Petition" form in both official languages. All forms
can be found on the PARCA Bulletin Board.

If you have no information on this subject or you
consider that another department should be
contacted, please advise us without delay.

POUR EXAMEN PRIORITAIRE
Paragraphe 36 (8) du Réglement:

a) Toute pétition présentée conformément au présent
article est transmise sur-le-champ au gouvernement, qui
réepond dans les quarante-cing jours civils a toutes les
pétitions qui lui sont transmises. La réponse peut étre
déposée conformément & I'article 32(1) du Réglement.

b) Dans le cas ol une pétition reste sans réponse &
I'expiration de ce délai de quarante-cing jours civils, cette
absence de réponse du gouvernement est signalée d'office
au comité permanent compétent. Celui-ci doit se réunir
dans les cing jours de séance suivants pour s’enquérir des
raisons du retard. Le président du comité convoque cette
réunion pour se pencher sur I'absence de réponse de la
part du gouvernement.

Veuillez répondre a cette pétition avant le

7 novembre 2017

La réponse doit étre présentée dans les deux langues
officielles sur le formulaire "Réponse a la pétition".
Tous les formulaires sont sur le babillard du systéme
PARCA.

Si vous ne possédez aucun renseignement sur ce
sujet ou si vous jugez qu'un autre ministére devrait
étre contacté, veuillez nous aviser sans délai.

Nicole Baker
Coordinator of Parliamentary Returns
Coordonnatrice des documents parlementaires

Canada
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Released under the Access to Information Act/
Divulgé(s) en vertu de la Loi sur I'accés a I'information.

ASSIGNMENT:  {Justice Canada '
ASSIGNATION: i

SUBJECT / SUJET
— by Mr. Trost (Saskatoon—University), one — par M. Trost (Saskatoon—University), une au sujet
concerning firearms (No. 421-01700) and one des armes a feu (n® 421-01700) et une au sujet du
concerning cannabis (No. 421-01701); cannabis (n°® 421-01701);

Electronic petition N°.: e-575 / N°. de la pétition électronique: e-575

NEW / NOUVELLE

NOTE:

The subject to be typed on the form Response to Petition should be the same as the one in the Journals. (See
Subject/Sujet above)

Le sujet a dactylographier sur le formulaire Réponse 3 |a Pétition doit &tre le méme que celui des Journaux. (Voir
Subject/Sujet ci-haut) :

Canadi
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Released under the Access to Information Act/
Divulgé(s) en vertu de la Loi sur I'accés a l'information.

421-01700

Petition to the Government of Canada

Whereas: .

+ Highly damaging naice levels repeatedly reach ths ears of
firearm users despite the use of traditiona! hearing protection;

+ Section 7 of our Charter of Rights and Freedoms recognises
an individual’s right to personal health and safety;

« Sound moderators are the only universally recognised health
and safety device that has a criminal prohibition in Canada;

-« As affirmed in Bedford v. Canada at the Supreme Court of
Canada, one cannot be prevented from taking reasonable sieps
to improve personal safety in a hazardous situation;

- The majority of G7 nations and many others have recognised
the health and safety benefits involved, and allow the legal use of
sound moderators by hunters and sport shooters;

« Sound moderators reduce noise pollution and noise
complaints in communities with shooting ranges, in rural and
farm communities, and in areas usad for recreational activities
where hunting and target shocting is legal;

« Sound moderators facilitate significantly increased humane
husbandry of game animals, livestock, and pets as hunting
companions; and s

+ Hearing damage is a significant quality of life and public
health issue costing taxpayers millions‘annually.

We, the undersigned, Citizens and Residents of Canada, call
upan the Government of Canada to:

1. Take 2 stand and empower Canadians to be responsible for
their own health and safety by removing the prohibition of sound-
moderators from the Criminal Code of Canads;

2. Allow the legal scquisition, possession, and use of sound
moderators on firearms by all licensed firearms users in Canada;
and

3. Call upon the provinces and territories to amend provincial and
territorial prohibitions and allow the use of sound moderators
while engaged in all legal hunting and sport shoating activities.

Canadi

Pétition augouvernement du Canada

Attendu que :

+ L'oufe des utilisateurs d'armes 2 feu est endommagée par
une exposition répétée & des bruits d'intensité sonore élevée, et}
ce, malgré le port de dispositifs de protection auditifs courants;

+ L'aticle 7 de la Charte canadienne des droits et libertés
reconnait le droit d'une personne & |2 santé etala sécurité
personnelles;

« Les silencieux sont le seul dispositif de santé et sécurité
universellement reconnu et qu'ils sont frappés d'une interdiction
pénzle au Canada;

» Selon I'arrét Bedford ¢. Canada des la Cour supréme, on ne
peut empécher quiconque de prendre des mesures raisonnables
pour améliorer sa sécurité personnelle dans une situation
dangereuse, '

+ Lamajorité des Etats membres du G7 et bien d'autres ont
reconnu les avantages en cause sur le plan de la santé etde la
sécurité et autorisé les chasseurs et les tireurs sportifs & utiliser
|également le silencieux;

« Les silencieux réduisent |z pollution sonore et les plaintes
relatives au bruit dans les collectivités dotées de champs de tir,
dans les régions rurales et agricoles et dans les zones utilisées a
des fins récréatives, 12 ol des activités comme la chasse et le tir
ala cible sont légales;

+ Les silencieux facilitent grandement I elevage bienveillant du,
gibier, des animaux d'élevage et des animaux de compagnie en
tant que compagnons de chasse;

+ L'endommagement de I'ouie est un probléme de quahté de
vie et de santé publique d'importance qui cofite aux
contribuzbles des millions de dollars chague année.

Nous, soussignés, citoyens et résidents du Canada, prions le
gouvernement du Canada de:

1. Prendre position et de donner aux Canadiens les moyens de
prendre en main leur santé et leur sécurité en levant 'interdiction
qui frappe les silencieux dans le Code criminel;

2. D'autoriser tous les titulaires d'un permis d'armes & feu du
Canada & acquérir, 2 posséder et & utiliser des silencisux sur
leurs armes & fev;

3. Demeander aux provinces et aux territoires de modifier leurs
interdictions et d’auteriser I'uilisation de silencieux dans le cadre
d’activités légales de chasse et de tir sportif.
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Released under the Access to Information Act/
Divulgé(s) en vertu de la Loi sur I'accés a I'information.

RESPONSE TO PETITION

Prepare in English and French marking ‘Original Text’ or ‘“Translation’

CHAMERE DES COMMUNES
CANADA

PeTiTioN NO.: 421-01700
By: MR. TROST (SASKATOON-UNIVERSITY)
DATE: SEPTEMBER 29, 2017

PRINT NAME OF SIGNATORY: HONOURABLE JODY WILSON-RAYBOULD

Response by the Minister of Justice and Attorney General of Canada

SIGNATURE
Minister or Parliamentary Secretary

SUBJECT

Firearms

ORIGINAL TEXT

REPLY

The Government believes in implementing effective measures with respect to firearms that prioritize public safety, while
remaining mindful of the need for such measures to be manageable for firearms owners and businesses. Naturally, the
safety of firearms users is always a paramount consideration.

Any device intended to muffle the sound of a firearm has been unlawful in Canada since the early 1900s. Sound
reduction or elimination diminishes the public’s ability to react to gun violence and makes it harder for law enforcement

to become aware of a possible criminal incident.

The Minister of Justice encourages firearms owners to make use of other forms of hearing protection that are commonly
available and that do not adversely impact public safety.

Pagelofl
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Released under the Access to Information Act/
Divulgé(s) en vertu de la Loi sur I'accés a I'information.

REPONSE A LA PETITION
Préparer en anglais et en frangais en indiquant ‘Texte original’ ou ‘Traduction’
O oves br Comteoms

N° DE LA PETITION : 421-01700
DE : M. TROST (SASKATOON-UNIVERSITY)
DATE : LE 29 sepTEMSBRE 2017

INSCRIRE LE NOM DU SIGNATAIRE ; HONORABLE JODY WILSON-RAYBOULD

Réponse de la ministre de la Justice et procureur général du Canada

SIGNATURE
Ministre ou secrétaire parlementaire

OBJET

Armes a feu

TRADUCTION

REPONSE

Le gouvernement croit en la prise de mesures efficaces en matiére d’armes a feu qui accordent la
priorité a la sécurité publique tout en faisant en sorte que les propriétaires et les entreprises d’armes a
feu soient en mesure de les gérer. Evidemment, la sécurité des utilisateurs d’armes 3 feu demeure un

facteur primordial.

Tout dispositif congcu pour étouffer le bruit d’'une arme a feu est illégal au Canada depuis le début des
années 1900. La réduction ou I'élimination d’un bruit diminue la capacité du public de réagir a la
violence armée et fait en sorte qu’il est plus difficile pour les responsables de 'application de la loi
d’étre informés d’un incident criminel possible.

La ministre de la Justice encourage les propriétaires d’armes a feu a utiliser d’autres formes de
protecteurs auditifs qui sont communément offerts et qui n'ont pas un effet néfaste sur la sécurité
publique. '

Pageldel
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Released under the Access to Information Act/
Divulgé(s) en vertu de la Lol sur I'accés a I'information.

s.19(1)
REPONSE A LA PETITION
Préparer en anglais et en francais en indiquant Texte original’ ou ‘Traduction’
R
NP DE LA PETITION : 421-01700
DE : M. TROST (SASKATOON-UNIVERSITY)
DATE : LE 29 SEPTEMBRE 2017
INSCRIRE LE NOM DU SIGNATAIRE : L’HONORABLE JODY WILSON-RAYBOULD
Réponse de la ministre de la Justice et procureur général du'Canada
SIGNATURE
Ministre ou secrétaire parlementaire
OBJET
Armes a feu
TRADUCTION
REPONSE
Le gouvernement croit en la prise de mesures efficaces en matiére d’armes & feu qui accordent la
priorité a la sécurité publique tout en faisant en sorte que les propriétaires et les entreprises d’armes a
feu soient en mesure de les gérer. Evidemment, la sécurité des utilisateurs d’armes a feu demeure un
facteur primordial.
Tout dispositif congu pour étouffer le bruit d'une arme a feu est illégal au Canada depuis le début des
années 1900. La réduction ou Félimination d’un bruit diminue la capacité du public de réagir a la
violence armée et fait en sorte qu'il est plus difficile pour les responsables de I'application de la loi
d’étre informés d’un incident criminel possible.
La ministre de la Justice encourage les propriétaires d'armes 2 feu 2 utiliser d’autres formes de
protecteurs auditifs qui sont communément offerts et qui n’ont pas un effet néfaste sur la sécurité
publique.
Pageldel
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Released under the Access to Information Act/
Divulgé(s) en vertu de la Loi sur I'accés a I'information.

s.19(1)
RESPONSE TO PETITION

Prepare in English and French marking ‘Original Text’ or ‘Translation’

Housz or Colwont
CHAMBAE DE3 COMMUNED
CANADA

PETITION NoO.: 421-01700
By: MR, TROST (SASKATOON-UNIVERSITY)
DATE; SEPTEMBER 29, 2017

PRINT NAME OF SIGNATORY: HONOURABLE JODY WILSON-RAYBOULD

Response by the Minister of Justice and Attorney General of Canada

SIGNATURE
Minister or Parliamentary Secretary

SUBJECT

Firearms

ORIGINAL TEXT

REPLY

The Government believes in implementing effective measures with respect to firearms that prioritize public safety, while
remaining mindful of the need for such measures to be manageable for firearms owners and businesses. Naturally, the

safety of firearms users is always a paramount consideration.

Any device intended to muffle the sound of a firearm has been unlawful in Canada since the early 1900s, Sound
reduction or elimination diminishes the public’s ability to react to gun violence and makes it harder for law enforcement

to become aware of a possible criminal incident.

The Minister of Justice encourages firearms owners to make use of other forms of hearing protection that are commonly
available and that do not adversely impact public safety.

Pagelof1
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Released under the Access to Information Act/

Divulgé(s) en vertu de la Loi sur I'accés a information.

Clarke; Paula

From: Vaillant, Maryse

Sent: Qctober 16, 2017 5:01 PM

To: JUS.L OTT SADMQO / Admin OTT L.JUS

Cc: JUS.L OTT CLP SGC Office / CLP SGC Bureau OTT L.JUS; Clarke, Paula; Verge, Jason
Subject: Petition 421-01700 (firearms) .

Attachments: 421-01700-Notice CPAU.docx; 421-01700_JUS_Response-E formatted.docx; 421-01700

_JUS_Response-F.docx

Approved by / approuvé par Phaedra Glushek on behalf of Carole Morency, DG and SGC, CLPS. A hard copy will be
provided to your office shortly.

Thanks,

Maryse vaillant

Adjointe administrative / Administrative Assistant

Section de la politique en matiere de droit pénal / Criminal Law Policy Section
Ministére de la Justice / Department of Justice

284 rue Wellington / 284 Wellington Street

Ottawa, Ontario K1A OH8

Telephone 613-957-4951 Fax 613-941-9310

Maryse.vaillant@justice.gc.ca

From: Valin, Martine I

Sent: 2017-Oct-05 1:08 PM .

To: JUS.L OTT CLP SGC Office / CLP SGC Bureau OTT LJUS <CLPSGC Office@ijustice.gc.ca>
Ce: JUS.L OTT SADMO / Admin OTT L.JUS <SADMO_Admin@justice.gc.ca>

Subject: FW: For action: Petition 421-01700 (firearms)

Good afternoon,

We have received a petition on Firearms. Please prepare a response in both official languages and submit to SADMO
by 3:00 on Friday, October 13", 2017. Thank you.

Martine Valn

Senior Assistant Deputy Minister's Office |
Bureau du Sous-ministre adjoint principal

Policy Sector | Secteur des politiques

284 Wellington Street, Room 5202

Justice Canada

Ottawa, Ontario K1A OH8

Tel: (613) 941-4120

martine.valin@justice.gc.ca

From: Lessard, Yves

Sent: October §,2017 1:00 PM

To: JUS.L OTT SADMO / Admin OTT L.JUS <SADMO Admin@justice.gc.ca>
Subject: For action: Petition 421-01700 (firearms)

Good morning,

000008



Released under the Access to Information Act /
Divulgé(s) en vertu de la Lol sur I'accés & I'information.

The Department has been tasked with a petition concerning firearms. We bélieve that Policy Branch would be best
suited to answer this petition. | will bring the folder up shortly.

If you are able to answér, we would like a response to be provided back in by October 16%, 2017.

Thanks!
Yves Lessard

Parliamentary Relations Officer, Ministerial Secretariat

Cabinet and Parliamentary Affairs

Department of Justice Canada / Government of Canada

284 Wellington Street, room 4238

yves.lessard@justice.gc.ca / Tel : 613-960-6424 / Cel: 613-769-7602

Agent des affaires patlementaires, Secrétariat ministériel

Affaires du Cabinet et affaires parlementaires

Ministére de la Justice Canada / Gouvernément di Canada

284 rue Wellington, piéce 4238

yves.lessard @justice.gc.ca / Tél: 613-960-6424 / Tél cell: 613-769-7602
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Released under the Access to Information Act/
Divulgé(s) en vertu de la Loi sur I’accés a l'information.

ASSIGNMENT:  Justice Canada

ASSIGNATION:

SUBJECT / SUJET
— by Mr. Trost (Saskatoon—University), one || — par M. Trost (Saskatoon—University), une
concerning firearms (No. 421-01700) and au sujet des armes a feu (n° 421-01700) et

one concerning cannabis {No.-421-01701); une au sujet du cannabis (n® 421-01701);

Electronic petition N°.: e-575 / N°. de la pétition électronique: e-575

‘NEW / NOUVELLE

NOTE:

The subject to be typed on the form Response to Petition should be the same as the one in the Journals. (See
Subject/Sujet above)

Le sujet & dactylographier sur le formulaire Réponse 2 1a Pétition doit étre le méme que celui des Journaux. (Voir
Subject/Sujet ci-haut)
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Released under the Access to Information Act/
Divulgé(s) en vertu de la Loi sur Paccés a I'information.

421-01700

Potitlon to the Governmant of Canada

Wnereos: :

+ Highly damaging noise leve!s repeatedly reach the ears of
firoarm vsers despite the use of trditional hearlng protection;

+ Section 7 of our Charler of Rights and Freedoms recegniscs
an individual's rght to personal heolth and safely;

+ Sound mederators are the only universally recognised health
and safely device lhat has a criminal prohibition in Canada;

+ As affirmed in Bedlord v. Canado at the Supremeo Ceurt of
Canada, one ¢cannot be prevented lrom taking reasonsble s'eps
{o improve parsonal safety in o hazardous situntion:

+ The majority of G7 natons and many others have recognised
tho heatth and safely benefits invaived, and aliow the legal use of
sound motemtors by hunters and sport shooters:

Sound moderalors reduce noise pollution ang noise
complaints In communities vdth shooting ronges, in rural and
farm communities, and In areas used for recroational activitios
vihore hunting and target shooting is legal;

Sound maderators facliitate significantly increased humane
husbandry of game animals, Bvestock, and pe!ls 8s hunting
camparnions; and
« Hearing domage Is & significant quafity of {ife and public
health issuc cosiing taxpayers millions annually.

We, thé undersigned, Cillzons and Residents of Canada, call
upen the Government of Canada lo:

1. Teke 2 stand ond empower Canadians {0 be respensitie for
their ovn hoatth and safety by removing the prohditicn of sound
mederalors frem tho Crimina! Code of Canada;

2. Allovs the legol acquisition, possession, and use of sound
mexderators an firearms by afl icensed firearms users in Cansda:
and

3. Call upen the previnces ond lerrilaries lo emeand provincial n-r:d
terriioria! prohibltiens ead allow the use of sound modamtors
while engaged In afl logal hunting and spont shoating activities,

Pélition augouverncement du Canada

Attendu que :

- L'oula des utillsateurs darmes & (cu cst endommagée par
unt exposition répétée 4 dos bruils d'inlansité sonora dlevéo, et
co. maigré la port de dispostitifs ¢e proteclion audilifs courants;

+« L'aricle 7 de ta Charte canadienns des droits et lbertés
reconnail le droit d'une personne 4 Ia santé ef 4 la sécurile
garsennelles;

Les sfancieux sont Ie seul disposii dz santé et secuthé
univorseliement reconnu et qu'lls sont frappés d'une interdiction
génate sy Canads;

+ SelonTarr®t Bedford ¢. Canada de la Cour supréme, on no
reut ampéthar quiconque da prendre des mesures ralsonnablés
paur amélicrer sa sécourilé personnelie dans une situation
dangerouse; ;

+ Lo meforité des Elals membres du G7 et bien d'autres ont
reconnu les avantages en cause sur ke plan de la sané ol do la
sécuritt et autorisd los chasseurs ¢t lgs tireurs spordifs & uliliser
légatement le silencioux;

«  Les shencieux réduisent 12 poliution sonore et les plaintes
relatives au bruit dans les colletlivités dotéas de champs de lir,
dans les régions rurales et agricoios ot dans fes zones ulllisées 3
des fins réerdatives, 13 ol des actvitds comma la chasse &l lo bt
4 {a cble sont légales;

- Les siloncicux facildent grandemont Félevage bienvelllant du
gibier, des animaux d'¢levage ¢! dos animaux do compagnio en
tan! que compagneons de chasse; .

+ L'endommagemant de laula est un probiéme de qualité de
vie et de santé publique d'mperiance qul cofite aux
contribuebles des milons de detlars chogque année.

Nous, seusslgnés, citoyens et résidents du Canada, grions e
gouvernement de Canada de:

1. Prendre posilian et de donner aux Canadicns ics moyens do
prendro en main leur santé ot leur sécuritd en lovant Mintardicdon
qui frapps les silencieux dans e Code eriminal:

2. D'autedser lous les utaires dun permis d'armes 4 feu du
Canada & acquérir, & posséder ef & ulliser des silencicux sur
lours armes 4 fou;

3. Demander oux provinces ot sux lerrileires de medifier keurs
inferdictlons el d'auvtoriser I'ulilisation da sitencleux dans ke cadro
d'aciivités légales de chasse ol de tir sporif,
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ACCESS TO INFORMATION ACT For official use only:

Access to Information Request Form

My File: 177

Federal Government Institution:

DEPARTMENT OF JUSTICE AND THE ATTORNEY GENERAL OF CANADA

Details regarding the information being sought:

Reference is being made to the attached response to Petition number 421-01700 by the Minister of Justice and
Attorney General of Canada dated September 29, 2017 denying the request of 11,127 petitioners to the
Government of Canada (also attached) to: “1. Take a stand and empower Canadians to be responsible for
their own health and safety by removing the prohibition of sound moderators from the Criminal Code of
Canada; 2. Allow the legal acquisition, possession, and use of sound moderators on firearms by all licensed
firearms users in Canada; and 3. Call upon the provinces and territories to amend provincial and territorial
prohibitions and allow the use of sound moderators while engaged in all legal hunting and sport shooting
activities.” https://petitions.ourcommons.ca/en/Petition/Details? Petition=e-575
http://www.ourcommons.ca/Content/ePetitions/Responses/421/e-575/421-01700 JUS E.pdf

For the period from February 17, 2017 to present, please provide copies of all records, correspondence,
reports, studies, evaluations, presentations, research materials, e-mails, minutes of meetings, and
recommendations from the Canadian Firearms Advisory Committee, firearms experts, bureaucrats, police,
and/or medical practitioners that informed the Minister in preparing her response to E-Petition 421-01700.

Method of access preferred: O Receive copies a Examine originals
of originals in government offices

Name of Applicant: Dennis R. Young
Address: 1330 Ravenswood Drive SE
Airdrie, Alberta T4A 0P8

Telephone Number: 587-360-1111 E-Mail: dennisryoung@telus.net

This request for access to information under the Access to Information Act is being made by:

d a Canadian citizen, permanent resident or another individual present in Canada, or
a a corporation present in Canada
Cheque # 576

[Original signed by]
Signature: Date: November 12, 2017
Dennis R. Young



http://www.ourcommons.ca/Content/ePetitions/Responses/421/e-575/421-01700_JUS_E.pdf
mailto:dennisryoung@telus.net

RESPONSE TO PETITION

Prepare in English and French marking ‘Original Text’ or ‘Translation’

Housk or Commons
CHAMBRE DES COMMUNES
CANADA

PETITION NO.: 421-01700
BY: MR. TROST (SASKATOON-UNIVERSITY)
DATE: SEPTEMBER 29, 2017

PRINT NAME OF SIGNATORY: HONOURABLE JODY WILSON-RAYBOULD

Response by the Minister of Justice and Attorney General of Canada

SIGNATURE
Minister or Parliamentary Secretary

SUBJECT

Firearms

ORIGINAL TEXT

REPLY

The Government believes in implementing effective measures with respect to firearms that prioritize public safety, while
remaining mindful of the need for such measures to be manageable for firearms owners and businesses. Naturally, the
safety of firearms users is always a paramount consideration.

Any device intended to muffle the sound of a firearm has been unlawful in Canada since the early 1900s. Sound
reduction or elimination diminishes the public’s ability to react to gun violence and makes it harder for law enforcement
to become aware of a possible criminal incident.

The Minister of Justice encourages firearms owners to make use of other forms of hearing protection that are commonly
available and that do not adversely impact public safety.

Pagelof1



Petition e-57

5 - E-petitions

PARLIAMENT OF CANADA VISIT PARLIAMENT  FRANCAIS

%/’ CANADA

HOUSE OF COMMONS
CHAMBRE DES COMMUMNES

v

E-petitions -/ Sign In
Home  SignorView Create  Responses  About  Contact

Ple
sig

ase note that e-mail addresses from the Government of Canada may not be used to create, support, or
n an e-petition.

Eﬂ Subscribe to RSS Feed

E-575 (FIREARMS)

42np PaARLIAMENT

Initi

ated by Mateusz Magolan from Calgary, Alberta, on February 17, 2017, at 4:16 p.m. (EDT)

keywords  Gun control

Government Response Tabled

Petition details 0

PETITION TO THE GOVERNMENT OF CANADA

Whereas:

Highly damaging noise levels repeatedly reach the ears of firearm users despite the use of traditional
hearing protection;

Section 7 of our Charter of Rights and Freedoms recognises an individual’s right to personal health and
safety;

Sound moderators are the only universally recognised health and safety device that has a criminal
prohibition in Canada;

As affirmed in Bedford v. Canada at the Supreme Court of Canada, one cannot be prevented from taking
reasonable steps to improve personal safety in a hazardous situation;

The majority of G7 nations and many others have recognised the health and safety benefits involved, and
allow the legal use of sound moderators by hunters and sport shooters;

Sound moderators reduce noise pollution and noise complaints in communities with shooting ranges, in rural

and farm communities, and in areas used for recreational activities where hunting and target shooting is
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legal;

e Sound moderators facilitate significantly increased humane husbandry of game animals, livestock, and pets
as hunting companions; and

e Hearing damage is a significant quality of life and public health issue costing taxpayers millions annually.

We, the undersigned, Citizens and Residents of Canada, call upon the Government of Canada to:

1. Take a stand and empower Canadians to be responsible for their own health and safety by removing the

prohibition of sound moderators from the Criminal Code of Canada,;

2. Allow the legal acquisition, possession, and use of sound moderators on firearms by all licensed firearms

users in Canada; and

3. Call upon the provinces and territories to amend provincial and territorial prohibitions and allow the use of

sound moderators while engaged in all legal hunting and sport shooting activities.

Sponsor
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Saskatoon—University
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Alberta 2637
British Columbia 2079
Manitoba 424
New Brunswick 289
Newfoundland and Labrador 128
Northwest Territories 38
Nova Scotia 403
Nunavut 7
Ontario 3326
Prince Edward Island 36
Quebec 1053
Saskatchewan 658
Yukon 26
Other Countries 23
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	Petition No.: 421-01700
	By: Mr. Trost (Saskatoon-University) 
	Date: September 29, 2017
	Print Name of Signatory: HONOURABLE JODY WILSON-RAYBOULD
	Response by the Minister of Justice and Attorney General of Canada 
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	Subject
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	Reply 
	The Government believes in implementing effective measures with respect to firearms that prioritize public safety, while remaining mindful of the need for such measures to be manageable for firearms owners and businesses. Naturally, the safety of firearms users is always a paramount consideration.
	Any device intended to muffle the sound of a firearm has been unlawful in Canada since the early 1900s. Sound reduction or elimination diminishes the public’s ability to react to gun violence and makes it harder for law enforcement to become aware of a possible criminal incident.
	The Minister of Justice encourages firearms owners to make use of other forms of hearing protection that are commonly available and that do not adversely impact public safety.   
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