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Airdrie, Alberta 

November 3, 2017                   MY FILE: 170 

 

Ms. Suzanne Legault  

The Information Commissioner of Canada  

30 Victoria Street, 7th Floor  

Gatineau, Quebec 

Ottawa, Ontario  

K1A 1H3  

 

Dear Ms. Legault:  

 

Re: MORE ABUSE OF SOLICITOR-CLIENT EXEMPTION - JUSTICE FILE: A-2017-00340 

 

Please find enclosed: (1) a copy of my original Access to Information Act request dated May 20, 2017, and (2) a 

copy of the one-page non-response from the Justice Department dated October 25, 2017. I wish to complain about 

the department’s abuse of section 23 [solicitor-client privilege information] to refuse to provide any and all 

information about concerning questions the Justice Department received from officials in a number of federal 

department including the Prime Minister’s Office regarding: “the legal authorities and justification for the 

RCMP and Canadian Forces forced entries of High River homes, the unwarranted searches of and 

unwarranted seizures from High River homes and the violations of the Charter of Rights and Freedoms, the 

Canadian Bill of Rights including privacy rights and property rights.” 

 

What public good is done when government refuses to release this information about homeowners’ Charter rights 

when an emergency is declared in a community policed by the RCMP?  None!  In fact, until and unless there is 

complete disclosure of all records about the rights violated by the RCMP and Canadian Forces forced entries into 

thousands of High River homes, trust in the RCMP to protect homes during a state of emergency cannot be 

restored among High River residents.  Residents of Alberta communities and in other provinces where the RCMP 

are responsible for provincial policing also need to be reassured that their doors won’t be kicked in when a 

government emergency evacuation order is declared in their home towns.  See below, the results of the four 

telephone polls conducted in High River that document the unacceptable level of distrust in the RCMP that exists 

among High River residents. 

 

If trust in the RCMP, Canadian Armed Forces and the government officials in charge of emergency response is 

not restored, the consequences could very well result in more lives being lost the next time there is a flood in High 

River or in other threatened communities.  Instead of 326 people refusing to evacuate High River, as was the case 

in the 2013 flood, there will be many, many more who decide to stay put.  Instead of the tragic drowning three 

people in High River in 2013, there will be many more residents who put themselves in harms way because they 

refuse or delay evacuating themselves and their families.  Additionally, if residents refuse to evacuate or delay 

evacuation, they also put the lives and safety of first responders at risk too.  No public good can come from 

keeping all this information about what really happened in High River out of the public domain!  It makes 

absolutely no sense that thirty Alberta communities were subject to local states of emergency including 

evacuation orders following the 2013 flood, but High River was the only community where police kicked in their 

doors and searched their homes without legal excuse or proper authorization.   



2 
 

Didn’t these knowledgeable government officials not know that legal authority to enter ‘buildings’ under the 

Alberta Emergency Management Act had to be authorized by a Minister of the Crown?  And, did they not know 

(after it being pointed out to them by the Alberta Property Rights Advocate – see link below) that even that this 

simple procedure and protocol was not followed with respect to the High River forced entries.  Did the RCMP 

and government officials in charge not understand that the emergency legislation in effect in High River at the 

time did not permit emergency officials or the police to kick in doors to homes (even after it was pointed out to 

the RCMP Public Complaints Commission in writing and in a widely distributed public column – see link below)? 

 

When I submitted my request to the Justice Department, I expected the legal advice given to the other 

departments and PMO by the Justice lawyers would be exempt.  That’s why I just asked for the records that 

included questions the departmental officials asked.  I now believe the public safety and the emergency responder 

safety issues provided in the above paragraphs would justify releasing the answers provided by the Justice 

department lawyers, not just the questions the officials asked.  Why did they have to ask the questions anyway – 

did they not know it was wrong for the RCMP and soldiers to kick in doors, causing $2.3 million in damages (so 

far) to 2,210 High River homes and then after entering those homes unlawfully, they had no right to search those 

homes without warrant and then compounding their rights violations by seizing property from those homes, again 

without warrants?  Who is the government protecting by keeping these records secret and why? 

 

Thanks for your help to uncover the whole truth for High River residents and other Alberta residents who worry 

what the RCMP might do if an emergency is declared and an evacuation order given. 

 

Yours sincerely,  

 

[Original signed by] 

 

Dennis R. Young 

1330 Ravenswood Drive SE 

AIRDRIE, AB  T4A 0P8 

Home Phone: 587-360-1111 

New E-Mail: dennisryoung@telus.net 

Website: www.dennisryoung.ca 

 

HIGH RIVER FORCED ENTRIES – ALBERTA PROPERTY RIGHTS ADVOCATE REPORTS 
https://dennisryoung.ca/2015/09/09/high-river-forced-entries-alberta-property-rights-advocate-reports/ 

 

EXCERPT FROM 2013 ANNUAL REPORT: ‘As previously noted, Deputy Commissioner McGowan 

advised that the RCMP Members involved in this situation did not take operational direction from 

elected officials or public service employees. Instead, they relied on the authority of section 19 of the 

Emergency Management Act. But if such actions were taken by the RCMP Members under section 19 

without Ministerial approval or direction, as normally would be required by the Act, their interpretation 

of that section is misguided.’   
https://open.alberta.ca/dataset/1fa95e77-3a58-44aa-87b7-04c561dfa099/resource/8b19342e-cc84-4ff4-9b84-

17a829a0d0a9/download/AnnualReport2013.pdf 
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WHO AUTHORIZED RCMP TO MAKE WARRANTLESS ENTRIES INTO HIGH RIVER HOMES 

DURING THE 2013 FLOOD? - When one recalls the blithe answer of an RCMP spokesman at that first news 

conference which questioned these entries and gun seizures, concerns are amplified. Recall also that the RCMP 

spokesman said that such actions are “not remarkable for us.” That may be, but such police actions are certainly 

remarkable for the rest of us. By Rick Hemmingson, J.D. - October 25, 2014  

http://canadafreepress.com/print-friendly/67027  

 

FOUR POLLS OF HIGH RIVER RESIDENTS INDICATE TRUST IN RCMP IS BROKEN 

 
SEPTEMBER 9, 2016: LESS THAN HALF OF HIGH RIVER RESIDENTS TRUST THE RCMP TO 
PROTECT THEIR HOMES AND PROPERTY IN THE EVENT OF ANOTHER EMERGENCY 
EVACUATION.  http://dennisryoung.ca/2016/09/10/4th-nfa-high-river-poll-trust-in-the-rcmp-still-broken-three-
years-after-flood/    
 

SEPTEMBER 5, 2015: 48% OF HIGH RIVER RESPONDENTS WANT PREMIER NOTLEY TO CALL 
A JUDICIAL INQUIRY https://nfa.ca/media-release-poll-shows-half-of-high-river-residents-want-judicial-inquiry/ 
 
MARCH 9, 2015: 67% OF HIGH RIVER RESPONDENTS DO NOT SUPPORT RCMP ENTERING 
THEIR HOMES IN A FUTURE EMERGENCY https://nfa.ca/public-believes-police-actions-at-high-river-
unnecessary-3/ 
 
AUGUST 7, 2014: 53% OF HIGH RIVER RESPONDENTS WOULD REFUSE ORDERS TO 
EVACUATE THEIR HOMES IN THE EVENT OF ANOTHER FLOOD https://nfa.ca/poll-of-high-river-
residents-shows-a-dismal-lack-of-trust-in-rcmp-2/ 
 

 

http://canadafreepress.com/print-friendly/67027
http://dennisryoung.ca/2016/09/10/4th-nfa-high-river-poll-trust-in-the-rcmp-still-broken-three-years-after-flood/
http://dennisryoung.ca/2016/09/10/4th-nfa-high-river-poll-trust-in-the-rcmp-still-broken-three-years-after-flood/
https://nfa.ca/media-release-poll-shows-half-of-high-river-residents-want-judicial-inquiry/
https://nfa.ca/public-believes-police-actions-at-high-river-unnecessary-3/
https://nfa.ca/public-believes-police-actions-at-high-river-unnecessary-3/
https://nfa.ca/poll-of-high-river-residents-shows-a-dismal-lack-of-trust-in-rcmp-2/
https://nfa.ca/poll-of-high-river-residents-shows-a-dismal-lack-of-trust-in-rcmp-2/

