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Airdrie, Alberta 

November 24, 2017 

 

Michael Ferguson, Auditor General 

Office of the Auditor General of Canada 

240 Sparks Street 

Ottawa, Ontario 

K1A 0G6  

 

Dear Mr. Ferguson: 

Re: Value-for-Money Audits & Cost-Effectiveness of Gun Control Regimes? 

Reference is being made to my previous letters on this subject dated March 27, 2017 and January 2, 2017 

and the response I received from your Communications branch dated 27 January 2016 (sic). I have 

attached copies of these letters in this link from my website for your easy reference.  
http://dennisryoung.ca/2017/02/04/auditor-general-response-request-audit-of-cost-effectiveness-of-gun-control-regimes/  

 

I have attached a letter from your predecessor, Sheila Fraser to MP Garry Breitkreuz dated November 6, 

2003 where she stated: “Earlier this year, I advised the House of Commons Standing Committee on 

Public Accounts that our Office will consider doing a value-for-money audit on the firearms program 

when the program has been operating at a steady state, which Justice Canada has indicated could take 

three or four years.”  https://dennisryoung.ca/wp-content/uploads/2017/11/Auditor-General-Firearms-Program-

Value-for-Money-Audit-Nov-6-2003.pdf 

Please advise if a value-for-money audit has ever been conducted with respect to Canada’s firearms 

programs and policies or if it is still under consideration. 

 

I have also attached a copy of the Justice Minister’s response to Order Paper Question 159 dated March 

31, 2003 in which Justice Minister Cauchon dismissed the recommendations from Mrs. Fraser’s 2002 

report to Parliament in which she stated in paragraph 10.29 “Further, in its Regulatory Impact Analysis 

Statements the Department of Justice did not provide Parliament with an estimate of all the major 

additional costs that would be incurred. This disclosure was required by the government's regulatory 

policy. The costs incurred by the provincial and territorial agencies in enforcing the legislation were 

not reported. In addition, costs that were incurred by firearms owners, firearms clubs, manufacturers, 

sellers, and importers and exporters of firearms, in their efforts to comply with the legislation were not 

reported.”   https://dennisryoung.ca/wp-content/uploads/2017/11/Breitkreuz-OPQ-Major-Additional-Costs-

Response-March-31.-2003.pdf  

I have been unable to find any evidence that the government has ever even estimated what these ‘major 

additional costs’ would be, let alone calculated what they actually are.   

 

I did however find this undated Public Safety Canada Backgrounder on the costs of ‘The Long-Gun 

Registry in response to one of my Access to Information Act requests.  In this Backgrounder the 

government admits: (1) “Neither the costs incurred by provincial and territorial agencies in enforcing 

the legislation, nor the costs borne by firearms owners and businesses to comply with the legislation 

have been calculated” and (2) “Two Library of Parliament studies estimate that enforcement and 

compliance costs are substantial, running into hundreds of millions of dollars. (Compliance Costs of 

Firearms Registration, 10 October 2003; and, Estimates of Some of the Costs of Enforcing the 

Firearms Act, 20 March 2003).”  https://dennisryoung.ca/wp-content/uploads/2017/11/Backgrounder-on-

Firearms-Programs-Costs.pdf 
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Also, as noted in Mrs. Fraser’s letter to MP Breitkreuz on June 15, 2006, cost-benefit analyses and the 

economic costs of Bill C-68, The Firearms Act, have still not been made public because these reports are 

considered Cabinet confidences.  https://dennisryoung.ca/wp-content/uploads/2017/11/Auditor-General-Frasers-

Letter-to-Breitkruez-June-15-2006.pdf 

 

Finally, the RCMP recently provided the firearms program costs for 2014/2015 and I have updated my 

spreadsheet of Firearms Program Spending from 1995 to 2016 as they have been reported to Parliament 

and to me in response to my Access to Information Act requests (see spreadsheet attached). 

https://dennisryoung.ca/wp-content/uploads/2017/11/Firearms-Program-Spending-1995-to-2016-Updated-Nov-24-

2017.pdf 

 

If you or your audit team have any questions or concerns, please do not hesitate to ask. 

 

Yours sincerely,  

 

[Original signed by] 

 

Dennis R. Young 

1330 Ravenswood Drive SE 

AIRDRIE AB  T4A 0P8 

Home Phone: 587-360-1111 

E-Mail:  dennisryoung@telus.net 

Website: www.dennisryoung.ca   

 

cc  Jean-Denis Fréchette, Parliamentary Budget Officer 

Canadian Firearms Advisory Committee 
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