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Airdrie, Alberta 

August 20, 2016                     MY FILES: 121 

 

Ms. Suzanne Legault  

The Information Commissioner of Canada  

30 Victoria Street, 7th Floor  

Gatineau, Quebec 

Ottawa, Ontario  

K1A 1H3  

 

Dear Ms. Legault:  

 

Re:  COMPLAINT “UNABLE TO LOCATE RECORDS” RESPONSE RCMP ATIP FILE: A-2016-05036 

 

Reference is being made to my original Access to Information Act request dated June 12, 2016 and the ‘unable to 

locate records’ response I received from the RCMP dated July 18, 2016 (copies attached).  I wish to complain 

about the inadequate search conducted by the RCMP for the records I requested. 

 

In an article published Monday, October 5, 2009 by Northern News Services entitled, “Unregistered 

guns part of life in NWT”, Chief Supt. Marty Cheliak, Director General of the RCMP Canadian 

Firearms was reported as follows: Cheliak says officers use this information when they're responding to 

calls, particularly domestic violence situations. He says if police find there is a gun registered to a 

home, they take special precautions. "Their response will be altered significantly," he said. "They may 

take steps to evacuate the neighbours in residences on both sides ... they'll take steps to ensure their own 

safety." 

 

This article alone indicates that RCMP officers are under orders, policies and procedures they follow when 

approaching situations were a registered gun or a gun owner is identified as being in a home or in a vehicle.  The 

policies and procedures made public by RCMP Chief Supt. Marty Cheliak above are not just ill conceived they 

are dangerous in the extreme because he outlines procedures that police officers take extra care for themselves 

and the public when they approach a home or vehicle known to contain a registered firearm and/or a licensed gun 

owner.  However, Chief Supt. Cheliak’s procedures are dangerous especially for police safety.  If the officers’ 

computers show no guns are in the home or vehicle, it may result in officers lowering their guard.  The fact is that 

every call to a domestic dispute must be handled by police officers with the same level of care and ‘special 

precautions’ because there is just as likely to be a person with a gun in the home regardless of what the computers 

tell the officers. 

 

I will be totally amazed if information I have requested is not available in the RCMP’s standing orders, policies, 

procedures and training manuals.  If it isn’t, it means that Chief Supt. Cheliak was making up these ridiculous 

procedures when he talked to the Northern News Service.  If so, much internal correspondence and 

communications would have followed the publication of his dangerous advice to police officers clarifying the 

proper procedure for RCMP officers to take when approaching a home or vehicle following report of a domestic 

dispute or violence (some even from his own front line troops – see quotes attached). 
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Please ask the RCMP to conduct a more thorough search for the information I requested. 

 

Yours sincerely,  

 

[Original signed by] 

 

Dennis R. Young 

1330 Ravenswood Drive SE 

AIRDRIE, AB  T4A 0P8 

Home Phone: 587-360-1111 

New E-Mail: dennisryoung@telus.net 

Website: www.dennisryoung.ca 

 

WHAT POLICE HAVE SAID ABOUT THE GUN REGISTRY 

http://cssa-cila.org/rights/what-police-have-said-about-the-gun-registry/ 

 

SASKATCHEWAN RCMP OFFICER:  

“I met with an RCMP officer this week who was told by his superiors to stop sending requests to the gun registry 

before attending domestic disputes because he ‘was putting his life in danger’. The RCMP officer was told the 

usual ‘no guns’ response to his query ‘creates a false sense of security’. The young officer was also told that if he 

ever criticized the gun registry publicly his career would be over,” reported Breitkreuz. 

SOURCE: MP Garry Breitkreuz’s News Release dated December 15, 2005 - Name withheld at the officer’s 

request 

 

LEN GRINNELL, RETIRED RCMP STAFF-SARGEANT:  

As you have already responded to the position of the Canadian Association of Chiefs of Police (CACP) in this 

regard, I offer my wholehearted agreement. As a retired member of the RCMP, who supervised police officers in 

Canada's largest Detachments, I have grave concerns about the reliance on the registry for data which could 

result in death or injury of a police officer. Accepting the premise that criminals will not register guns, one has to 

wonder how that would affect approaching a residence or premises that had been checked with the registry and 

found "no firearms present"? In the case of a "hit" that indicates the residence in question is owned by a lawful 

firearms owner, what approach would the police take. My experience has told me that the greatest hazard to 

police officers is complacence and I found it prudent to continually remind my staff of that fact. Relying on a 

flawed system for officer safety will eventually lead to a tragedy. It is unfortunate that the CACP did not take the 

time to consider the consequences of their position and the safety of the men and women they represent. 

SOURCE: E-Mail to Garry Breitkreuz, MP dated February 1, 2006 

 

JOHN GAYDER, SERVING POLICE OFFICER IN ONTARIO – LETTER TO PUBLISHER OF 

BLUELINE MAGAZINE:  

Not only has the gun registry diverted billions of dollars from the blue front lines, it has also sowed the seeds of ill 

will amongst a growing portion of otherwise law abiding gun owners. This group was previously steadfast 

supporters of the law enforcement community. Many of them now increasingly view us as the enemy or as 

buffoons. The registry is great at telling me what LAW ABIDING people duly registered their guns. These were 
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never the people I needed to worry about. I don’t trust the registry because it will never be able to tell me what I 

need to know about the riskier anti social [expletive deleted] I may potentially be pulling over at 3am. Criminals 

and kooks DON’T REGISTER their guns. Every just thinking person abhors gun deaths, but the registry is a 

costly and misleading flop. There were several technical reasons that guaranteed it would be a flop from the get 

go. The worst part is that the “gun lobby” warned us about them from the start. They were right and the Chiefs of 

police were wrong. Believe it. 

SOURCE: Letter to the Publisher of Blueline Magazine, November 25, 2005 

 

 

MURRAY GRISMER, SERVING POLICE OFFICER IN SASKATCHEWAN – LETTER TO 

PUBLISHER OF BLUELINE MAGAZINE:  

The strongest lobby against the Firearm Registry is “Truth”; which the public, police and media are slowly come 

to grips with. They realize they have been sold a dead horse that no matter how much life you try to blow into it, 

or how much money they spend on Band-Aids or proposed miracle cures, will never ride. The value of the 

Registry when responding to a domestic dispute is again another red herring thrown out by the Proponents as 

justification for the obscene expenditure of money. As a police officer with 19 years experience, the last thing I am 

willing to stake my life on is the information contained in the Firearm Registry. Not only is the information 

unverified and inaccurate, it has little to do with where a firearm is possibly stored or located. Of greater value is 

the licensing of owners for this at the very least is an indicator of who may potentially have a firearm in their 

possession; and yet I would still be a fool to risk my life on negative hit to a query of this information. As a police 

officer who represented the Saskatchewan Association of Police Officers in opposition to the Firearm Registry, I 

have spoken with police from across Canada who see little or no value in the Registry. Many have gone so far as 

to question the rational or motive of the Canadian Professional Police association’s continued endorsement of 

it. I have to agree with you when you question, “How can it ever work?” I don’t believe it can; it hasn’t in any 

other jurisdiction where tried. It is time to bury that dead horse; start allocating the resources to Canada’s Police 

and Justice Systems so that we all can feel safer in our homes and at our professions. 

SOURCE: Letter to the Publisher of Blueline Magazine, November 22, 2005 

 

TORONTO STAR - LETTER TO THE EDITOR – SEPTEMBER 9, 2006 (Page A25) 

A FLAWED WASTE OF TIME AND MONEY 

Re: Canada's gun laws must be tougher. Editorial, Sept. 18. 

 

Though the chiefs of police may endorse it, as a working police officer in Toronto for 33 years, I found the long 

gun registry terribly flawed and a waste of time, energy and money. It needs to be dismantled, not strengthened. 

For the last six years, I worked the streets of the Jane-Finch area, so I've attended my share of weapons calls. Not 

once did I ever seek or rely on information from the gun registry. It was irrelevant. Your statement that it is used 

5,000 times a day by police is misleading. A check of the registry is done automatically every time an officer is 

dispatched to an address, wanted or not.  From its inception, I was advised not to depend on it to make decisions. 

It is outdated, inaccurate and completely unreliable. To make a decision at a call based on registry information 

would be foolish at best and deadly at worst.  Gun free zones would ensure only criminals have guns and central 

repositories would only ensure a greater haul when they are broken into. Perhaps, if there are more officers 

walking the streets or the courts were not so backlogged that plea bargaining has become a necessity, gun crime 

might be detected early and punished appropriately. The $2 billion from the gun registry would have gone a long 

way in making that happen.  Michael Mays, Sgt. Ret'd, Barrie, Ont. 
 





 

ACCESS TO INFORMATION ACT   For official use only: 

Access to Information Request Form 
 

My File:  121 
 

Federal Government Institution:   
 

RCMP - OTTAWA HQ 
 
Details regarding the information being sought: 

 
Please provide copies of the RCMP standing orders, policies and procedures for approaching a 
situation when officers have identified a licensed gun owner following a search on CPIC for:  
(1) a name and residential address; and (2) a vehicle license plate number. 
 

Method of access preferred:  Receive copies   Examine originals 

     of originals   in government offices 
 
Name of Applicant: Dennis R. Young  
Address:   1330 Ravenswood Drive SE 
   Airdrie, Alberta T4A 0P8 

        

Telephone Number: 587-360-1111 New E-Mail:  dennisryoung@telus.net 
  
This request for access to information under the Access to Information Act is being made by: 



 a Canadian citizen, permanent resident or another individual present in Canada, or 

 a corporation present in Canada 

 
 
Cheque # 463 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
            [Original signed by] 
Signature: ___________________________________   Date:  June 12, 2016 
   Dennis R. Young 
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