Airdrie, Alberta
March 6, 2016

MY FILE: 066

Ms. Suzanne Legault
The Information Commissioner of Canada
30 Victoria Street, 7th Floor
Gatineau, Quebec
Ottawa, Ontario
K1A 1H3
Dear Ms. Legault:
Re: FOLLOW-UP COMPLAINT DND HIGH RIVER VIDEO & CAMERA FOOTAGE: A-2014-00081
Reference is being made to my original letter of complaint to you dated June 14, 2014. Copy attached for your
easy reference. I have also attached a copy of an e-mail and supporting documentation (see important excerpts
below) I sent to Jason Trudeau and Bobby Rousson of your office dated October 24, 2014.
June 22, 2013 – LOG SHEET “take pictures carry on”
June 23, 2013 - “These photos and video found in the link to Combat Camera below give you some indication of
the excellent work being done by our folks in Alberta. See video 1 and picks 3 and 5 in particular”
June 23, 2013 - “The following link is to a currently hidden Combat Camera site” (how many more ‘hidden’
sites do they have?)
June 24, 2013 - “Here is a link to the OP LENTUS image gallery.”
June 24, 2013 - “I have been directed by 1 CAD PA (from higher) to compile imagery featuring our personnel
and assets involved during OP LENTUS. Have deployed 442 and 407 Aircrews bot any ‘action shots’ that they
could provide to me. If so I’d appreciate a Who, What, When, Where for the photos as well, including who too the
shot. They are asking for the imagery by COB today, so anything you have would be appreciated.”
June 25, 2013 - “High River shots were taken Friday morning 21 June.”
June 24, 2013 - “We are hoping to have pics with people being rescued by hoist, pics of ground crew and
hopefully better aerial views. MTF As for other pics, we have a folder on the G drive with all avail pics to date.”
June 21, 2013 - “FYSA – there is a big push for imagery of the RCAF in action so photos would be appreciated.”
I have also attached a copy of my letter of complaint to you regarding RCMP file A-2014-04555. I provided a
copy of my letter of complaint regarding the RCMP’s incomplete response to compare the volume of RCMP
photos (1,532) and videos (65) with the 24 poor-quality, still photos I received from the Department of National
Defence. The department is still trying to convince me and your investigators that two Canadian Forces Combat
Camera Crews only took 24 photographs and no video footage while 380 soldiers were in High River for six days
following the 2013 flood. It simply defies common sense.
Since Bobby Rousson and Jason Trudeau left your employ, I have not received any progress report on the status
of this complaint. I would appreciate an update from your office – better yet copies of all the records I requested.
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Still trying to uncover the whole truth for High River residents and rebuild trust in the RCMP before the next
emergency is declared and hundreds of residents refuse to evacuate or delay evacuating.
Yours sincerely,
[Original signed by]
Dennis R. Young
1330 Ravenswood Drive SE
AIRDRIE, AB T4A 0P8
Home Phone: 587-360-1111
New E-Mail: dennisryoung@telus.net
Website: www.dennisryoung.ca
cc.

Right Honourable Justin Trudeau, Prime Minister of Canada
Honourable Ralph Goodale, Minister of Public Safety
Honourable Jody Wilson-Raybould, Minister of Justice & Attorney General
Honourable Harjit Sajjan, Minister of National Defence
Ian McPhail, Chair, Civilian Review and Complaints Commission for the RCMP

PARLIAMENT OF CANADA HIGH RIVER PETITION e-179
February 19, 2016 — e-179 (ROYAL CANADIAN MOUNTED POLICE):
Goal: To rebuild trust in the RCMP among High River residents
Initiated by: Dennis R Young from Airdrie, Alberta, on February 19, 2016, at 3:49 p.m. (EDT)
Sponsored by: John Barlow, MP
The Petition is open for signature until June 18, 2016
https://petitions.parl.gc.ca/en/Petition/Details?Petition=e-179
e 19 février 2016 - e-179 (GENDARMERIE ROYALE DU CANADA)
Initiée par Dennis R Young d'Airdrie (Alberta) le 19 février 2016 à 15 h 49 (HAE)
Parrain: John Barlow, Député
La période de signature est ouverte jusqu'au 18 juin 2016
https://petitions.parl.gc.ca/fr/Petition/Details?Petition=e-179
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Airdrie, Alberta
June 14, 2014

MY FILE: 066

Ms. Suzanne Legault
The Information Commissioner of Canada
Place de Ville, Tower B
112 Kent Street, 7th Floor
Ottawa, Ontario
K1A 1H3
Dear Ms. Legault:
Re: COMPLAINT DND HIGH RIVER FILE: A-2014-00081
Please find attached a copy of my original request dated April 9, 2014 requesting all the camera footage taken in
High River, Alberta during last summer's flood and a copy of the Department of National Defence response dated
May 20, 2014. The DND letter states: "Enclosed please find all requested records that could be located using the
Department's best efforts, within the constraints of the Act."
The response by DND provided just twenty-four still photographs. I wish to complain that either the DND did
not use their best efforts in the search for these records as stated or the two Canadian Armed Forces Combat
Camera crews deployed in Alberta during last summer's flood destroyed their photographic and video records of
what happened in High River. Follow up with the DND ATIP officer asking for the full photo and video record
resulted in him advising that 36 Alberta flood pictures were already posted on the DND website:
http://www.combatcamera.forces.gc.ca/site/gallery-eng.asp?value=OPLENTUS13

Note: Some of the pictures available on the DND website are the same as the ones disclosed in the records
released to me.
In the DND response to Access to Information Act file: A-2013-01163 makes the following references:
PDF pages 41 and 89, "Combat Camera Imagery Techs";
PDF page 110, "equipping forward units with camera equipment";
PDF page 116, "Combat Camera (CC) was deployed as two teams"; and,
PDF page 147, "cell phone cameras deployed".
These two videos provide valuable insights into the duties performed by Combat Camera Crews:
 Watch a Combat Camera Clip to see what we do
http://www.combatcamera.forces.gc.ca/site/recent-videos-eng.asp
 Video showing what Imagery Techs do in the Canadian Armed Forces.
http://www.forces.ca/en/job/imagerytechnician-49
It is inconceivable that two Combat Camera crews deployed during the flood less than ten pictures a day (and no
video at all) in High River during the Force's six day deployment.
.../2

-2-

A professional photographer I know states: "Each Combat Camera Imagery Tech would have certainly taken 100
pictures or more each day and also a lot of video. Remember that the "cell-phone cameras deployed" take
seriously high quality pictures and video. It is ridiculous to think that they wouldn't have taken picture of some of
the more "choice" firearms seized as just one example. You must realize that every soldier is trained from day
one on various firearms and full auto weapons and interest in the confiscated ones would be very high. This is not
conjecture. It is fact. Further, the sample pictures given you have been seriously degraded in quality."
It is worth noting that the most interesting things that were happening in High River during the search and rescue
mission were not filmed or photographed:
 The rescue of 31 persons off of High River rooftops by CAF helicopters;
 The roadblocks where thousands of High River residents were kept out of town and the confrontations
and media coverage of those road blocks;
 The kicking in of doors and damage to more than 1,900 homes by RCMP with the assistance of CAF
personnel and vehicles; and
 The seizure of more than 600 firearms and the transport of those firearms in CAF vehicles.
I hope your investigators can find out what happened to all the camera footage, pictures and video taken in High
River. This photographic record is vital to the investigation currently underway by the Commission for Public
Complaints Against the RCMP into the unwarranted search and seizures in High River last summer.
Yours sincerely,
[Original signed by]

Dennis R. Young
1330 Ravenswood Drive SE
AIRDRIE AB T4A 0P8
Home Phone: 587-360-1111
New E-Mail: dennisryoung@telus.net

Airdrie, Alberta
February 25, 2016

MY FILE: 082

Ms. Suzanne Legault
The Information Commissioner of Canada
30 Victoria Street, 7th Floor
Gatineau, Quebec
Ottawa, Ontario
K1A 1H3
Dear Ms. Legault:
Re: MISSING RECORDS COMPLAINT - RCMP FILE: A-2014-04555
Please find attached a copy of my original ATIP request dated June 19, 2014 and the RCMP response dated February 8,
2016 that includes diskettes with 1,532 still photos and 65 videos. I also wish to thank you for your letter dated February
12, 2016 with regard to my delay complaint on this file which recorded my complaint as ‘well founded’.
I wish to complain about the RCMP’s completely sanitized copy of the photographic records they sent me in response to
my request. The photos and videos are so devoid of anything related to what the RCMP actually did in High River, it
makes me wonder why they wasted all the time, effort and manpower to take the pictures and videos at all (at least the
ones they sent me).
REVIEW OF THE 1,532 STILL PHOTOS
1. Not one photo is included of even one home the RCMP say they forced their way into. This is so odd considering
that the RCMP Public Complaints Commission’s Interim Report stated the RCMP forced their way into 754 High
River homes. Add to these the fact that the RCMP confirmed in a recent response to one of my many Access to
Information Act requests that they accepted damage claims from more than 2,200 High River residents costing
taxpayers more than $2.3 million. Note: This ATIP information is available on my website. Once RCMP
officers started kicking in hundreds of doors in High River (without effecting even one rescue according to
information they tabled in Parliament) senior officers must have understood the Force would be financially liable
for the damages and also for violating the Charter right to privacy of these many hundreds of residents.
Consequently, they surely would have ordered someone to photograph all the damages they caused to High River
homes. Where are those photos? Ironically, the RCMP chose to include one photo of a Mountie actually
knocking on a door.
2. Not one photo in included of a person being rescued or helped as they claim they did 38 times. Once again,
photos of helping High River residents would be the most effective way to prove their door-kicking spree and
unlawful entries and unwarranted searches were worth the effort, expense and the Charter rights violations. Either
the RCMP didn’t rescue or help anyone (as they reported to Parliament) or they omitted providing copies of the
complete photographic record. Ironically once again, the RCMP included quite a few photos of them rescuing
pets so they obviously had cameras readily available to them.
3. Not one photo is included of irate people at the road blocks even though the media provided the public with
dozens of such photos during their multiple entries into 4,666 High River homes.
4. Not one photo is included of even one of the more than 600 guns seized from 112 homes. Guns they say they
handled so carefully but witnesses confirm they saw guns being thrown haphazardly into dinghies. The RCMP
might not have taken photos immediately if they thought the firearms were going to be destroyed. However, they
certainly would have taken pictures of all the guns that they were going to return to their rightful owners in order
that the damage was documented to validate future financial damage claims.
5. Not one photo is included of a crime scene, grow-ops or looters being arrested. Once again, photos of marijuana
grow-ops would have been quite useful in a vain attempt to justify their forced entries and unwarranted searches
of High River homes.
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REVIEW OF THE 65 VIDEOS
1. The sound is eliminated from most of videos making it impossible to determine what purpose the video was
supposed to serve and what valuable information or evidence was provided to senior management for their
investigation. The only significant exception are the sound recordings by RCMP officers in video MM00032
saying how the people are thanking them at the roadblocks. Including these gratuitous comments is an obvious
ploy to show the RCMP in a good light but they are highly misleading because neither the residents of High River
nor the RCMP officers at the roadblocks were even aware (at the time the video was made) that hundreds of doors
had been kicked in, thousands of their homes searched without warrant and private property seized without
warrant from more than a hundred homes.
2. Sound is included in videos MM00051 to MM00065 but they just show three RCMP officers in dry suits walking
in a creek saying nothing of value to any investigation.
3. Not one video in included of a person being rescued or helped as they claim they did on 38 occasions. See my
comments in note number two in the previous section on Page 1.
4. No videos are included of any doors being checked, kicked in or houses being searched.
5. No videos are included of the more than 600 guns being seized, transported or stored.
6. No videos of crime scenes, grow-ops, irate citizens at road blocks. In one video, one officer talks about
confronting an ‘irate person, possibly dangerous’ but the RCMP neglected to include video tape of this
confrontation, the events leading up to it or how it was resolved.
7. No videos are included of RCMP or anyone making a public statement at a news conference of which there must
be many.
8. Video mmm22 is 1:20 minutes long and only of interest because it is four boats driving through High River filled
with soldiers and Mounties (two senior RCMP officers in the lead boat). If they stopped anywhere, it was clipped
out of the video. Also there is no sound so no one can tell what purpose was served by this grand tour through the
flooded parts of High River or why it was so important that it had to be videotaped.
9. Finally, the RCMP failed to respond to the part of my request where I asked for: “a complete copy of the above
mentioned video that includes all the edited out sections.” (see URL below)
http://bcblue.wordpress.com/2013/06/28/redford-ordered-rcmp-to-enter-and-take-high-river-residents-fire-arms/
Everything, still photos and videos provided in this response have been thoroughly sanitized to make the RCMP look like
saints and delete any evidence of their unlawful entries, unwarranted searches, seizures and violations of the Charter of
Rights and Freedoms.
Thanks for your help to obtain all the records requested.
Yours sincerely,
[Original signed by]
Dennis R. Young
1330 Ravenswood Drive SE
AIRDRIE AB T4A 0P8
Home Phone: 587-360-1111
E-Mail: dennisryoung@telus.net
Website: http://dennisryoung.ca/

cc.

Right Honourable Justin Trudeau, Prime Minister of Canada
Honourable Ralph Goodale, Minister of Public Safety
Honourable Jody Wilson-Raybould, Minister of Justice & Attorney General
Honourable Harjit Sajjan, Minister of National Defence
Ian McPhail, Chair, Civilian Review and Complaints Commission for the RCMP
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ACCESS TO INFORMATION ACT

For official use only:

Access to Information Request Form
My File: 082
Federal Government Institution:

RCMP - OTTAWA HQ, K DIVISION, SOUTHERN ALBERTA DISTRICT & HIGH RIVER
DETACHMENT
Details regarding the information being sought:

Reference is being made to this URL immediately below which is a copy of the RCMP video released
to the media during the High River Flood, Forced Entries and Firearms Seizures in June of 2013
http://bcblue.wordpress.com/2013/06/28/redford-ordered-rcmp-to-enter-and-take-high-river-residents-fire-arms/

For the period from June 20, 2013 to July 10, 2013, please provide a copy of all camera footage
taken in High River (stills photographs, cell-phone pictures, film, video and accompanying sound
recordings and transcripts) in the possession of the RCMP, including a complete copy of the above
mentioned video that includes all the edited out sections.
Method of access preferred:
Name of Applicant:
Address:





Receive copies
of originals

Examine originals
in government offices

Dennis R. Young
1330 Ravenswood Drive SE
Airdrie, Alberta T4A 0P8

Telephone Number: 587-360-1111

New E-Mail:

dennisryoung@telus.net

This request for access to information under the Access to Information Act is being made by:





a Canadian citizen, permanent resident or another individual present in Canada, or
a corporation present in Canada

Cheque # 335

[Original signed by]
Signature: ___________________________________
Dennis R. Young

Date: June 19, 2014

