






 
 

ARTICLES THAT CAUSED THE RCMP TO ISSUE A QUESTION PERIOD NOTE ON THE 
CRIMINAL RECORDS UPDATING BACKLOG FOR THE MINISTER OF PUBLIC SAFETY  
 
CBC - CRIMINAL DATABASE BACKLOG WON'T END UNTIL 2018, RCMP SAYS 
Prosecutors, judges, police say stale RCMP criminal-record database hinders ability to 
administer justice - CBC News Last Updated: Mar 11, 2015 10:05 PM ET 

http://www.cbc.ca/news/politics/criminal-database-backlog-won-t-end-until-2018-rcmp-says-1.2991118 

 
CBC - RCMP DATABASE REMAINS OUT OF DATE, POLICE AND PROSECUTORS 
SAY - Years after auditor general flagged issue, RCMP database still stale, hampering police and 
courts By Brigitte Bureau, CBC News - Last Updated: Mar 11, 2015 9:23 AM ET 

http://www.cbc.ca/news/politics/rcmp-database-remains-out-of-date-police-and-prosecutors-say-1.2989397 

 

 



 

ACCESS TO INFORMATION ACT   For official use only: 

Access to Information Request Form 
 

My File:  106 
 

Federal Government Institution:   
 

RCMP HQ - OTTAWA 
 
Details regarding the information being sought: 

 
For the period from January 1, 2015 to present, please provide copies of reports, records, 
documents, correspondence, statistics, presentations, issue statements, briefing notes sent to the 
Office of the Commissioner of the RCMP and to the Office of the Minister of Public Safety regarding 
problems and backlogs associated with:  (1) CPIC;  (2) National DNA Data Bank ;  (3) National Sex 
Offender Registry; (4) Violent Criminal Linkage Analysis System, or ViCLAS; and, (5) Canadian 
Firearms Information System including the Canadian Firearm Registry Online. 
 
 

Method of access preferred:  Receive copies   Examine originals 

     of originals   in government offices 
 
Name of Applicant: Dennis R. Young  
Address:   1330 Ravenswood Drive SE 
   Airdrie, Alberta T4A 0P8 

        

Telephone Number: 587-360-1111 E-Mail:  dennisryoung@telus.net 
  
This request for access to information under the Access to Information Act is being made by: 



 a Canadian citizen, permanent resident or another individual present in Canada, or 

 a corporation present in Canada 

 
 
Cheque #  411 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
   [Original signed by]  
Signature: ___________________________________   Date:  September 12, 2015 
   Dennis R. Young 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

mailto:dennisryoung@telus.net


BACKGROUND INFORMATION - ATIP REQUEST 106  

(1) CPIC;  (2) National DNA Data Bank ;  (3) Sex Offender Registry; and  

(4) Violent Criminal Linkage Analysis System, or ViCLAS backlogs 

 

CBC - CRIMINAL DATABASE BACKLOG WON'T END UNTIL 2018, RCMP SAYS 
Prosecutors, judges, police say stale RCMP criminal-record database hinders ability to 
administer justice 
CBC News Posted: Mar 11, 2015 5:58 PM ET Last Updated: Mar 11, 2015 10:05 PM ET 
http://www.cbc.ca/news/politics/criminal-database-backlog-won-t-end-until-2018-rcmp-says-
1.2991118 
 
CANADIAN POLICE INFORMATION CENTRE 
http://www.cpic-cipc.ca/index-eng.htm 
 
National DNA Data Bank 
http://www.rcmp-grc.gc.ca/nddb-bndg/index-accueil-eng.htm 
 
National Sex Offender Registry 
http://www.rcmp-grc.gc.ca/tops-opst/bs-sc/nsor-rnds/index-eng.htm 
 
Violent Criminal Linkage Analysis System, or ViCLAS. 
http://www.rcmp-grc.gc.ca/tops-opst/bs-sc/viclas-salvac-eng.htm  
 
CANADA'S SYSTEM  
http://scroll.in/article/745469/why-the-us-police-are-reluctant-to-use-a-database-built-by-the-fbi-
that-can-catch-rapists 
 
The US need only look north for an example of how such a system can play an important role in 
solving crimes. Not long after ViCAP was developed in the United States, Canadian law 
enforcement officials used it as a model to build their own tool, known as the Violent Criminal 
Linkage Analysis System, or ViCLAS. Today, the Royal Canadian Mounted Police maintains a 
database containing more than 500,000 criminal case profiles. The agency credits it with linking 
together some 7,000 unsolved crimes since 1995 – though not all of those linkages resulted in 
an arrest. If the FBI collected information as consistently as the Mounties, its database would 
contain more than 4.4 million cases, based on the greater U.S. population. Instead, the FBI has 
about 89,000 cases on file. 
 
Over the years, Canada has poured funding and staff into its program, resulting in a powerful 
analytical tool, said Sgt. Tony Lawlor, a senior ViCLAS analyst. One critical difference: in the 
U.S., reporting to the system is largely voluntary. In Canada, legislators have made it 
mandatory. Cops on the street still grumble about the system, which resembles the American 
version in the time and effort to complete. But "it has information which assists police officers, 
which is catching bad guys," Lawlor said. "When police realize there's a value associated with it, 
they use it." 
 
The ViCAP program eventually emerged from the fallout shelter where it began. It set up shop 
in an unmarked two-story brick office building in a Virginia business park surrounded by a 
printer's shop, a dental practice and a Baptist church. 
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In a lengthy interview there, program officials offered a PowerPoint presentation with case 
studies of three serial killers who were captured in the past eight years with the help of the 
ViCAP program. They called the system "successful." 
 
"We do as good a job as we possibly can given our resources and limitations," said Timothy 
Burke, a white-haired, 29-year agency veteran who is the program manager for ViCAP. "As with 
anything, we could always do better." 
 

CANADIAN FIREARMS INFORMATION SYSTEM 
http://www.rcmp-grc.gc.ca/cfp-pcaf/reg-enr/cfis-sciraf-eng.htm 
 
CFIS 
 
The Canadian Firearm Information System (CFIS) is a fully integrated, automated information 
system that provides administrative and enforcement support to all partners involved in licencing 
of firearm owners/users, registration of all restricted or prohibited firearms, and the issuance of 
authorizations related to restricted firearms. 
 
CFRO 
 
The Canadian Firearm Registry Online consists of a subset of the information on CFIS. It is 
designed to provide a service to the Canadian police agencies that have access to CPIC. The 
information is available as a read only or query only. The information may be retrieved by 
authorized individuals of those agencies by licence number, by registration certificate number, 
by authorization number, by address and/or telephone number. 
 

 

http://www.rcmp-grc.gc.ca/cfp-pcaf/reg-enr/cfis-sciraf-eng.htm

	Backlogs ATIP cover letter 001
	CPIC page 1 001
	CPIC page 2 001
	CBC Articles on Criminal Records Backlog - March 11, 2015
	ATI-106-RCMP - Data Bank Backlogs - September 12, 2015
	Background Info - ATIP 106

