
 

ALBERTA JUSTICE MINISTER GANLEY REJECTS JUDICIAL INQUIRY INTO HIGH RIVER 

FORCED ENTRIES, UNWARRANTED SEARCHES AND SEIZURES - September 4, 2015 
 

From: Dennis Young [mailto:dennisryoung@telus.net]  

Sent: September-04-15 2:09 PM 

To: 'Ministry of Justice' 

Cc: 'Office of the Premier'; 'Prime Minister/Premier Ministre'; Honourable Steven Blaney (ministerpublicsafety@ps-

sp.gc.ca); 'minister.municipalaffairs@gov.ab.ca'; 'propertyrights@gov.ab.ca'; 'OMB Info'; 'info@oag.ab.ca'; 

'humanrights@gov.ab.ca'; CRCC.Media@crcc-ccetp.gc.ca 

Subject: RE: High River Forced Entries, Unwarranted Searches and Seizures by the RCMP 

Importance: High 

 

Dear Minister Ganley:   

 

Thanks for your response to my two letters (copies available in the link below).  I will post your decision on my website 

and advise the 1,500 supporters of my judicial inquiry petition. 

 

The consequences of doing nothing more are dire as the NFA's independent, scientific polling of High River residents 

show.   

NFA POLLS OF HIGH RIVER RESIDENTS 

• 53% of High River residents say they won't evacuate in the next emergency (August 6, 2014)  

• 67% of High River residents did not agree with the RCMP Complaints Commission Report finding that entry of the 

4,666 homes by the RCMP was "appropriate" (March 5, 2015)  

• 54% of High River residents support a judicial inquiry (May 6, 2015)  

https://nfa.ca/news/media-release-poll-shows-half-high-river-residents-want-judicial-inquiry   

 

Not only is there a vital "public interest" (encouraging smooth and efficient evacuations when the next States of Local 

Emergency are declared anywhere in Alberta) but there will also be a very heavy cost in human lives and search and 

rescue efforts if residents refuse to immediately obey evacuation orders simply because trust has not been fully restored as 

result of all the decisions made in High River.  Following the Final Report by the Civilian Review and Complaints 

Commission (CRCC) I would ask you to do your own polls to determine if and when trust in the RCMP and the 

responsible Alberta Government emergency officials and legislation has been restored in High River. 

 

I will continue to update you and all Alberta MLAs with the results of my ongoing investigation into the forced entries, 

unwarranted searches and unwarranted seizures that took place in High River in 2013.  If you have any questions or 

concerns, please do not hesitate to ask for my help you and your official to uncover the whole truth. Thanks again for your 

response. 

 

Sincerely,   

 

Dennis R. Young  

Honourary Life Member of the CSSA and the NFA 

Member of the Calgary RCMP Veterans Association 

Airdrie, Alberta Phone: 587-360-1111 

E-Mail:  dennisryoung@telus.net  

Website: http://dennisryoung.ca/    

 

Second Letter to the Honourable Justice Minister Kathleen Ganley - July 25, 2015 

Re: HIGH RIVER - RCMP FORCED ENTRIES, ILLEGAL SEARCHES AND SEIZURES 
http://dennisryoung.ca/wp-content/uploads/2015/07/HIGH-RIVER-Letter-to-New-Alberta-Justice-Minister-July-25-2015-1.pdf 

 

 
 
From: Ministry of Justice [mailto:ministryofjustice@gov.ab.ca]  
Sent: September-04-15 12:29 PM 

https://nfa.ca/news/media-release-poll-shows-half-high-river-residents-want-judicial-inquiry
mailto:dennisryoung@telus.net
http://dennisryoung.ca/
http://dennisryoung.ca/wp-content/uploads/2015/07/HIGH-RIVER-Letter-to-New-Alberta-Justice-Minister-July-25-2015-1.pdf
mailto:ministryofjustice@gov.ab.ca


To: 'dennisryoung@telus.net' 

Cc: Office of the Premier 
Subject: Royal Canadian Mounted Police 

 

Dear Mr. Young: 

 

Thank you for your correspondence to me dated June 9, July 13, 17 and 25, 2015, and to Honourable Rachel 

Notley, Premier of Alberta, dated July 21, 2015, regarding the actions of Royal Canadian Mounted Police 

(RCMP) members during the High River flood in 2013.  The Premier has reviewed your comments and asked 

me to respond on behalf of the Government of Alberta.  This is in addition to the response you received on July 

19, 2015 from the Associate Deputy Solicitor General, Dr. Curtis Clarke. 

 

The Civilian Review and Complaints Commission (CRCC), the federally legislated oversight body of the 

RCMP, has concluded an independent investigation and analysis of the RCMP actions in High River.  The 

CRCC has issued its interim report with findings and recommendations, and a further inquiry at the provincial 

level would not add value to the full investigative report that was already issued.  Any such further inquiry 

would be cost-prohibitive and not in the public interest. 

   

Upon issuance of the final report, which will include a response from the Commissioner of the RCMP, the 

department will monitor and follow up with RCMP “K” Division (Alberta Headquarters) as to the 

implementation of the recommendations.  The timing of the release of the CRCC’s final report is not known at 

this time. 

 

I recognize that this is not the response you were hoping for.  I appreciate your commitment to this issue and 

taking the time to write.   

 

Sincerely, 

 

Kathleen Ganley 

Minister 

 

cc.        Honourable Rachel Notley, Premier of Alberta 

            Ian McPhail, QC, Chair, Civilian Review and Complaints Commission 
 

This email and any files transmitted with it are confidential and intended solely for the use of the individual or 

entity to whom they are addressed. If you have received this email in error please notify the system manager. 

This message contains confidential information and is intended only for the individual named. If you are not the 

named addressee you should not disseminate, distribute or copy this e-mail.  

 


