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From: Richard Fritze <rfritze@fritze.com> 

Date: 2016 08 05, 06:34:20 AM MDT 

To: Dreeshen.E@parl.gc.ca  
 

 

Subject: Ruger 10/22 magazines; Power of the RCMP to declare certain Ruger 10/22 

magazines to be prohibited 

  

Mr. E. Dreeshen, MP 

  

Dear Sir: 

   

This has reference to the uncertainty surrounding where power in Canada lies as regards changes to laws that 

can affect Canadians so severely as to make them criminals and facing jail time - changes purportedly made by 

by unelected officials and without adequate and proper, legal notice. 

  

As you are no doubt aware, an issue has arisen recently regarding the cartridge magazines that fit the popular 

and ubiquitous, non-restricted Ruger 10/22 rim-fire 22 calibre rifle in Canada.  The RCMP apparently has 

declared magazines for this firearm that hold more than 10 rounds to be prohibited.  These have been legal in 

Canada for decades and there are said to be hundreds of thousands such magazines in the hands of law-abiding, 

responsible gun owners at this time. [As an aside, I and many, many others watch the news everyday for gun-

related items and I cannot recall - ever - where a crime is alleged to have taken place with a gun and a high-

capacity magazine of this kind.  This is a “solution” looking for a problem?]. 

  

I can find nothing in the Canada Gazette or elsewhere that I would consider official whereby this decision by 

the RCMP is formally made and published.  Proper legal notice seems to me to be a requirement in our system, 

no?   I am also looking for the document, Order in Council, or whatever  --  a step taken by government  -

-  whereby the RCMP got this power [or where it thinks it got this power]. 

  

Having said that, I recently copied to you what I found in both the Firearms Act and in the Criminal Code on 

procedures for regulations relating to those two statutes [new regs, amended regs] that came into effect with the 

passage of the Firearms Act back in 1995.  It seems that the usual procedure for making/amending regulations 

to these statutes [when such pertains to firearms] might be different than the procedure used in more mundane 

or longer-standing legislation. 

  

Is there a definitive answer to this conundrum?  Several questions have been posed - all of which need 

clarification so that Canadians are not made into criminals by the mere stroke of a bureaucrat’s pen - and 

without adequate or proper or legal notice. 

  

Here are some: 

  

Q1:                  Do you know what/when/who gave this [purported] power to make changes to regulations to the 

RCMP?  Was there a particular OIC that can be pointed to?  If so, where does one find it?  What is the exact 

wording, &c. 

  

I only know what I heard in passing a few years back during Harper’s time in gov’t, i.e., the power to make 

these decisions was taken from where the Liberals had lodged it originally [some senior bureaucrat in the 

Registrar’s/CFO’s office?] and moved it to the RCMP.  As I recall, this was seen as a good thing at the time - or 

perhaps not “good” but better than what was in place before.  I didn’t have any reason to follow it further than 
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that at the time, or since.  Well, not until the Swiss Rifles, &c., issue of a couple years ago - again something 

brought on by the RCMPs fiat [you will recall that the Harper gov’t overrode the RCMP with an amnesty 

covering these Swiss firearms].  If I am correct on this, then who really has the power to make these 

decisions?  The RCMP?  The Minister?  Both?  Other? 

  

Q2:                  Even assuming for the moment that the RCMP has [or appears to have] the authority to do this, I 

still have not seen anything that I would call a binding notice to anyone on the changes to the status of 10-22 

mags.  What exactly is out there at this time that the RCMP would or does claim to be legally effective?  

  

I thank you for your attention to these matters, look forward to hearing back from you, and remain 

  

Yours truly, 

  

Richard Fritze 

403-343-2506 
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